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Press release appendix 
City of Antwerp Museums 2018: Exhibitions in progress 2017-2018
Dazzling Desire
MAS | Museum aan de Stroom
18.10.2017 – 14.01.2018
People have all sorts of desires. For status. For power. For love and romance. For eternal life. For riches. All these forms of desire are tangibly manifested in objects of beauty which are sometimes precious and sometimes rare, but always inspiring.
Diamonds are rare and precious, and speak to the imagination. Essentially, a diamond is nothing but carbon that has been subjected to high pressure. Yet it has (cultural) significance as a vessel for human yearnings. With it, rulers illustrate their power, lovers display their feelings and the rich show off their status. The exhibition Dazzling Desire explores how humans express their striving for status and power, their yearning for love and romance and their desire for spirituality with objects. What role have diamonds played in this? Have they always been important in this way, at all times and in all cultures?
The MAS shows how desires assume the guise of diamonds and how we derive significance and meaning from the acquisition of precious objects. The exhibition kicks off and sets the tone for the Year of the Diamond in Antwerp.
Ecce Homo. Behold the man
Museum Mayer van den Bergh
17.10.2017 – 25.02.2018
Museum Mayer van den Bergh takes part in the art trail ECCE HOMO. At nine locations in Antwerp city centre, 63 Belgian artists work on a single, universal subject: the human condition, what it means to be a human, today. A city walk will link together all the exhibitions and locations.
During this winter focus, Museum Mayer van den Bergh will display works by Francis Alÿs, Dirk Braeckman, Ricardo Brey, Sophie Kuijken, Sofie Muller and Luc Tuymans. Their work will be integrated into the museum's rooms. The six selected works will, each in its own contemporary way, enter into dialogue with the collection of Fritz Mayer van den Bergh. For some of the six artists, the museum collection has inspired new work. Others have sought points of connection between their existing oeuvre and the connoisseur's collection. 
Recall Sculpture
Middelheim Museum
28.10.2017 – 18.03.2018
In the 1950s, the Middelheim Museum was one of the first museums for modern and, later, contemporary art.  Through its Biennials, it monitored the pulse of new generations of artists and emerging trends in contemporary art. While the Middelheim, as an open-air museum, focused primarily on work that could be placed in its beautiful park, the Royal Museum of Fine Arts Antwerp (KMSKA) mainly acquired small sculptures for interior rooms. Much of that collection was discovered by the KMSKA at the Biennials, at which artists presented the many different facets of sculpture after the Second World War. The creative and artistic freedom of the post-war period resulted in a wide variety of materials and themes. But the KMSKA collection has a further story to tell. About the tensions between abstract and figurative, between a formal and an informal approach.
A little bit Belgian. Six Argentinians on their roots
Red Star Line Museum
05.10.2017 - 15.04.2018
The Red Star Line Museum immerses visitors in the theme of Belgian migration to Argentina and examines the subjects of origins and memories. In the temporary exhibition A little bit Belgian. Six Argentinians on their roots, they meet six Argentinians who cherish their Belgian origins and keep their family’s migration story alive. In their own individual ways, they tell fascinating stories about what they have gained from the generations before them.
With the history of Belgian migrants in Argentina, the museum tells a less well-known story about migration. The Red Star Line Museum is associated with the two million passengers who made the crossing from Antwerp to North America in steamships. But as well as the United States and Canada, Argentina was also popular with European migrants in the 19th and 20th centuries. 
In connection with the exhibition A little bit Belgian. Six Argentinians on their roots, the Red Star Line Museum will be presenting numerous fringe activities in 2018. The exhibition closes on 14 April to the music of Jacques Brel with an Argentinian touch and the warm beats of a DJ set from southern climes.
More information at www.redstarline.be   
More information about this press release via the websites of the museums.
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