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Provence Grand Large: 
First turbine erected 
 

Fos-sur-Mer/Gräfelfing, August 03, 2023 - After a long period of preliminary planning, 
Schmidbauer has been erecting wind towers for the Provence Grand Large wind 
farm in the Marseille area since June. With the erection of the first of three wind 
turbines, an important milestone has now been reached. Under contract from EDF 
Renouvables, wind turbines on floating foundations are being built in the 
Mediterranean for the very first time. 

 

Provence Grand Large marks a major step forward in offshore wind power and sets new 
standards for the use of renewable energy on the high seas. After the first 45-meter-high 
floating foundation was assembled, it was launched into the water and towed by special 
vessels to the Gloria Quay in Port-Saint-Louis-du-Rhône. There, Schmidbauer installed an 
8.4 MW wind turbine of the latest generation under the direction of Siemens Gamesa RE. 
The two other wind turbines will be erected in the next few weeks. To cope with a project of 
this size, an LR 11350 crawler crane with PowerBoom is used, which can lift up to 1350 
tons. It is supported by a CC2400-1 crawler crane, which has a lifting capacity of up to 400 
tons.  

International collective achievement 

This large-scale project is only possible through excellent cooperation between a well-
functioning team. The floating foundations were designed by SBM Offshore, the mooring 
system was planned and realized by SBM Offshore in cooperation with IFP Energies 
Nouvelles. Also involved, for example, is the Eiffage Métal group of companies in Fos-sur-
Mer, which assembled the floats for the wind farm.  

 



 

 
  

 

"The successful installation of the first turbine on their floating platform is a milestone for 
the project ", says Minka St. James, Head of Business Development at Schmidbauer. 
"Schmidbauer's commitment underlines its bilateral ambitions to proactively promote the 
goals of the global energy transition as a reliable partner."  

In total, the three wind turbines will be installed about 17 kilometers off the coast by the end 
of 2023 and are expected to supply electricity for 45,000 households per year.  

 

About Schmidbauer  
 
Schmidbauer is the leading provider in Germany for mobile crane services and special 
transports of all sizes with the performance plus - a full-service concept that combines 
state-of-the-art technology with sophisticated engineering and human expertise. Founded 
in 1932, the traditional company serves many industries as an innovative partner for lifting 
and moving heavy loads: from the construction, energy and chemical industries to plant 
and mechanical engineering. The Schmidbauer Group, headquartered in Gräfelfing near 
Munich, employs around 600 people and provides a large fleet of special vehicles 
throughout Germany at almost 30 locations through its subsidiaries Fricke-Schmidbauer 
Schwerlast GmbH and Rieger & Moser GmbH & Co KG, and is also represented 
internationally with branches and sales offices in Estonia, Finland and France. 
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