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Maria Williams — November 19, 2014

In the fight for educational equality, Success Academy is doing something
transformative: Our schools are changing the face of competitive debate in New
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York City.

For the past three years, Success Academy has been sending middle school
students to compete in local and national debate tournaments that were once
exclusively dominated by elite schools.

Thanks to a rich and varied curriculum that allows our middle school students to
choose debate as an elective class, our scholars have developed the skills to
compete and win against debate teams from a variety of schools, including private
schools such as The Dalton School and The Hackley School and schools with gifted
and talented programs.

Debate teaches students the art of argumentation through rigorous preparation and
teamwork. Its academic benefits are well established and some of our country’s top
leaders were skilled speakers and debaters in school, including CEOs of Fortune 500
companies and former U.S. presidents.

My students love to debate one another and push each other’s thinking especially on
issues that are pertinent to their lives. This past April, one of our eighth graders
whose family has struggled financially, took home the New York Debate League’s
top award - the Golden Gavel — after giving a speech asserting that the country’s
war on poverty has not failed. If it had, he said, “It would mean that no matter how
hard | try, how well | do in school, or how much | practice debate, | can’t overcome
the world | was born into.”

Their enthusiasm and preparation was on full display again this past weekend at a
highly competitive debate tournament in Westchester. Harlem West had a strong
showing, including winning a debate round about the merits of police wearing body
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cameras against a team from the Hackley school.

You can read about itin The New York Times, which published this story about
Success Academy and the New York Debate League on November 17.

As we expand our debate program to all our middle schools by January, we will need
more volunteers who can serve as judges at competitions. If you would like to
volunteer, please contact me at Maria.Williams@SASchools.org.

We look forward to the day when the face of debate represents more of our nation’s
diversity and not just a handful of scholars from a particular zip code.

Subjects: Debate, Schooling
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Audrey Richmond - Lewis University

This is terrific! It's exciting that you have been so intrumental Berg in bringing such a meaningful element
into these young.

peoples lives. Keep up the good work. Aunt Audrey
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Maria Williams

Debate Teacher, Success Academy Harlem West

Ms. Williams is the founding speech and debate teacher at Success
Academy. In her five years as a teacher, she has coached a national
championship winning team and 25 first-place Golden Gavel
winners. Eight students at Harlem West have won Golden Gavels.
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Sara Yu — December 22, 2014
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At First Hackathon, Young Computer
Scientists Find Challenges and Inspiration

Computer Science Team — December 19, 2014

Read More >
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Nick Simmons — December 3, 2014
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Books: More Frequently Asked Questions
About Reading Aloud to Kids

Sara Yu — November 29, 2014

Read More >
How Do You Win a Math Bee? Books: Three Frequently Asked
November 20, 2014 Questions About Reading Aloud to

Kids
November 14, 2014
This week, we’d like to address some

of the frequently asked questions
about reading aloud we’ve heard

The math bee is an annual tradition
at Success Academy that invites
scholars to flex their math muscles in
front of family members, teachers

and peers. The questions are crafted
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to align to Common Core fluency from parents over the years...
standards, but also go beyond
simple calculations or facts that
must be memorized.

Success Academy
Charter Schools

95 Pine Street, Floor 6
New York, NY 10005

Office: (646) 597-4641
Fax: (646) 961-4739
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