The New Breed: Beijing’s 55TEC Studio Leading the Charge for Artist-Driven Recording Studios in China

WSDG Designed Studio Ground Zero for Chinese Pop Chart Success

BEIJING, CHINA – From Jimi Hendrix’s Electric Lady Studios in New York City to Grammy-winning producer Paul Epsworth’s The Church Studios in London, the artist-driven recording studio is an integral part of popular music. Vibrant spaces designed with the artist in mind, studios like these have become commonplace in North America and Europe where the shared appetite for popular music has created something of an arm’s race as each studio tries to pack in the latest technology and attract the best artistic talent. A name that may soon be added to this list is Beijing’s 55TEC, a brand new studio that is currently dominating the Chinese pop charts with a string of chart topping hits and is turning China’s recording industry into a global competitor. 
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55TEC, designed by the world renowned acoustic design firm WSDG (Walters-Storyk Design Group, a shared ingredient for all of the aforementioned studios), is answering China’s appetite for pop, an appetite that has been pushed into overdrive by their growing young population and recent economic strides into cosmopolitan status. The studio has boasted almost 30 charting singles in its first 18 months of operation and is showing no sign of slowing down. Their latest triumph is a song by action movie superstar Jackie Chan, which has currently spent 18-weeks at #1 on the Chinese pop charts. Chan’s hit song, Nothing Is The Same As Before, has become a compelling calling card that is drawing new talent to 55TEC. 

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: 1%2055TEC-CR%20A-FRONT%20%20.jpg]“For the artist, the choice of recording studio is crucial,” explains Li You, head engineer and owner of 55TEC, “They need a place that inspires their performances and makes them feel like they can do their best work.” When it came time to design 55TEC, the choice of who to contract was obvious. WSDG, a New York based firm which has built its reputation on sterling room design in recording studios and live performances spaces across the world, was at the top of You’s list. “WSDG knows how to make a world class studio,” he explains, “And our clients have been very pleased with the look, sound quality, and vibe of our live and control rooms. This is all due to WSDG’s design work.” 

If the runaway success of the tracks recorded at 55TEC are any indication, the studio seems poised to be a major player in not just China’s music industry, but that of the world at large.  
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