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Microlino arrives in Belgium with D'Ieteren


· D'Ieteren is adding a new brand to its trendy urban mobility offering.
· It's not a motorcycle and it's not your typical car – the Microlino is an all-new 100% electric microcar that will be imported by D'Ieteren and sold online.
· The first Microlinos will arrive at D'Ieteren in early 2023.


29 September 2022

From its headquarters in central Brussels, D'Ieteren has a unique view of developments in urban mobility and the needs of urban customers. After closely monitoring these trends and leveraging the findings of the massive Polaris* mobility study it had carried out among its fleet operators and individual users, D'Ieteren has made a name for itself in alternative mobility, with multimodality apps, self-driving shuttles and charging solutions for electric cars. It has even moved into bicycles with the Lucien brand.

These alternative mobility solutions appeal to city dwellers and commuters inclined to abandon their conventional cars. Most of our current cars are simply oversized for daily use: they travel on average just 35 km a day, spend nearly 90% of their time parked and have an occupancy rate of just 1.2 people per vehicle. Size, weight, bulk and complexity are all elements that can impede traffic flow and negatively impact energy consumption and therefore mobility efficiency.

The Microlino is the answer to these pressing issues. It is a new kind of electric microcar that will delight lovers of efficient, light urban CO2-free mobility. The Microlino driver sits comfortably and has excellent visibility. His car is small and agile, but he is protected from the vagaries of the weather – and its original design successfully combines the chic and trendy look its designers sought.


A benefit for mobility

D'Ieteren sees in Microlino an opportunity to move into a new urban mobility segment by plugging the gap between cars and two-wheeled vehicles. Demand for four-wheeled micro-transport will unfold in concert with the development of alternative means of mobility, as is the case in a growing number of cities.

Denis Gorteman, CEO D’Ieteren Automotive, explains: "With Microlino, D'Ieteren continues to invest in fluid and sustainable mobility solutions that complement conventional cars while clearly underlining the entrepreneurial spirit that has driven the company right from the start. We are also continuing to work towards achieving our ambitious targets for reducing CO2 emissions in the mobility solutions we offer."


An original approach

Designed in Switzerland by Wim, Oliver and Merlin Ouboter, the family behind the famous Micro Kickscooter, the Microlino is the result of an innovative approach that is both more environmentally friendly and less bulky than cars, yet more comfortable than two-wheeled vehicles. It has a rated power of 12.5 kW, 230 litres of boot space (equivalent to the volume of three packs of water bottles, for example) and a range between 90 and 230 km, and is the only vehicle in this category with a unibody chassis. This type of construction delivers better quality, longevity and safety compared to the conventional tubular frames typically used in microcars. The Microlino, measuring just 2.5 metres long, is built in the company’s own production plant in Turin, Italy.

It can be recharged in three to four hours by simply plugging it into a normal household socket (depending on the type of battery), which means it can be 'tanked up' almost anywhere. With an empty weight of around 500 kg, the small electric motor can easily take its two occupants and the contents of the 230-litre boot wherever they want to go, all while delivering a pleasant driving experience. The Microlino combines all the key points of essential mobility while unapologetically bucking the trend towards bloat seen in many cars.


Online sales

The Microlino will be sold online, just like rock concerts, shopping and travel – as well as car-sharing services and connected mobility, for that matter. A few clicks will be enough to configure your Microlino and place an order on the website.

Vincent Struye, Managing Director Microlino Belgium: “The Microlino appeals to users thanks to the fact that it is trendy, electric and pleasant to look at while leveraging modern technology that is fully in line with developments in urban and connected mobility. Since our customers are connected, it makes sense for us to offer them an online service, including for the sale of our models."


In Belgium

The first Microlino’s will be delivered to Belgian customers in the first half of 2023. The car will make its official Belgian debut at the Brussels Motor Show (Hall 11), alongside the other brands imported by D'Ieteren. Customers who don't want to wait until then can reserve their Microlino online starting late this year.

The Microlino's base price will be around €14,900. The first showroom in Belgium will be at D'Ieteren's headquarters on Rue du Mail in Brussels.

*The findings of our Polaris mobility study (dieteren.be)


Technical specifications

	Horsepower
	12.5 kW

	Top speed
	90 km/h

	Acceleration 0-50 km/h
	5 seconds

	Maximum torque
	89 Nm

	Range
	91 | 177 | 230 km

	Battery
	6 | 10.5 | 14 kWh

	Type of battery
	Lithium-ion (NMC/NCA)

	Charging capacity (type 2)
	6 kWh battery: 1.35 kW
10.5 / 14 kWh battery: 2.6 kW

	Charging time (plugged into a conventional socket)
	6 kWh: 4 h
10.5 kWh: 3 h
14 kWh: 4 h

	Empty weight
	496 kg (6 kWh)
513 kg (10.5 kWh)
530 kg (14 kWh)

	Dimensions
	Length: 2519 mm
Width: 1473 mm
Height: 1501 mm

	Seats
	2

	Boot volume
	230 litres

	
	

	Category
	L7E (motor quadricycle), category B driving licence




Press contacts:

· Microlino: Vincent Struye de Swielande – Managing Director Microlino Belgium – vincent.struye@dieteren.be – +32 478 24 69 97
· D’Ieteren: Jean-Marc Ponteville – Press & Public Relations D’Ieteren – 
jean-marc.ponteville@dieteren.be – +32 497 57 77 67


Websites:

· https://microlino-car.com/en/
· https://www.dieteren.be/en/

About D’Ieteren
Our aim is to improve the lives of our fellow Belgians through fluid, accessible and sustainable mobility. D’Ieteren is a socially responsible, family-owned company. For 215 years it has been tirelessly seeking out and deploying mobility solutions that transform everyday mobility for all. As a resolutely forward-looking company, we are continually expanding our range of mobility products and services that go well beyond selling and distributing cars.

D'Ieteren Automotive is Volkswagen Group's official importer in Belgium, distributing Volkswagen, Audi, SEAT, ŠKODA, Bentley, Lamborghini, Bugatti, Rimac, Microlino and Porsche vehicles, as well as spare parts and accessories. There are approximately 1.2 million Volkswagen Group vehicles in circulation in Belgium, representing a market share of nearly 24%.

D'Ieteren Automotive operates a solid network of independent dealerships across the country and directly operates key dealerships along the Brussels-Mechelen-Antwerp corridor.

To supplement its offering, the company also sells used vehicles (MyWay and Audi Approved+) and provides maintenance, financing and leasing services via VDFin, a joint subsidiary with Volkswagen Financial Services.

D'Ieteren also develops multiple mobility solutions that go beyond the car thanks to its Lab-Box studio, including Poppy car-sharing service, HUSH for self-driving car shuttles, MyMove for managing car-sharing vehicle fleets and Taxis Verts. EDI (Electric by D’Ieteren) markets charging solutions for electric cars. The acquisition of Go-Solar, active in solar panels, enables EDI to offer a new global electric charging ecosystem for both cars and domestic uses. 

D'Ieteren recently entered the bicycle sector with its Lucien brand. It aims to play a leading role as a distributor of two-wheeled vehicles in Belgium.


About Micro

In 1999, Wim Ouboter founded Micro by inventing the first kickscooter ideal for urban mobility and was first to use the term “micro mobility”. The Micro Kickscooter became a huge success, selling millions of units already in its launch year and was copied countless times.

In 2013, Micro ventured into electric mobility, by launching their first E-Scooter. Since then, Micro has continuously evolved its electric product line up and collaborations with BMW, Mercedes and Peugeot have followed.

In 2015, Micro started developing the Microlino, led by Wim Ouboter’s two sons Merlin and Oliver. First thought of as a PR-gag for the Geneva Motorshow, the public interest was so great, that Micro decided to start series development. After many setbacks that included the acquisition of Micro’s former production partner by a third entity, Micro decided to completely redesign the Microlino and take the production under its own responsibility. 

Micro is a Swiss family company 100% owned by the Ouboter family. The company has received numerous awards for its products and its leadership, among them the Best Design Award for the Microlino, FastCompany Most Innovative Companies Award and two nomination for the EY Entrepreneur of the Year Award.
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