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A new
 

vision for 
art and hom

e
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The sixth IKEA Art Event is a lim
ited collection that’s all 

about the m
agic that happens w

hen the line betw
een art 

and functional design blurs. This range of hom
e furnishings 

presents an ingenious perspective on everyday things, 

inviting the w
onder and curiosity sparked by art right into 

your hom
e.  

'PS�
UIJT�

DPMMFDUJPO
�
ԡ,&"�

IBT�
TFMFDUFE�

ԒWF�
BSUJTUT�

BOE�

designers to create inspiring art pieces that w
ill capture 

your im
agination, w

hich, at the sam
e tim

e, double-up as 

useful household item
s to be picked up, put back dow

n, 

TX
JUDIFE�PO�BOE�UIFO�Pԑ��ԡUȃT�B�X

POEFSGVM�OFX
�WJTJPO�GPS�BSU�

and hom
e that doesn’t play by the rules, so please go ahead 

and touch the artw
ork. 
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In the past, art w
as considered as som

ething to be adm
ired from

 a distance 

in a m
useum

 or gallery. N
ow

, this idea of art is changing – m
any artists also 

w
ork as designers m

aking everyday objects that can be used, and vice versa. 

“W
e w

ant to show
 that being an artist or being a designer does not m

ean 

UIBU�ZPV�IBWF�UP�TUBZ�JO�POF�CPY
�ZPV�DBO�X
PSL�X

JUIJO�EJԑ
FSFOU�ԒFMET
�BOE�

that this new
 m

ovem
ent has had a profound im

pact both on the design and 

art scenes today,” says H
enrik M

ost, a creative leader at IKEA, about the idea 

behind this collection. ԡ,&"�"35�&7&/
5����� seeks to celebrate the sense of 

X
POEFS�DSFBUFE�CZ�UIFTF�ԒFMET�DPN

JOH�UPHFUIFS
�BOE�CZ�UBLJOH�BSU�PVU�PG�UIF�

gallery and into the hom
e.

For this clever ten-piece collection, IKEA has collaborated w
ith som

e of the 

m
ost im

aginative artists and designers w
orking today: D

aniel Arsham
, 

G
elchop, H

um
ans since 1982, Sabine M

arcelis and Stefan M
arx. “W

e choose to 

X
PSL�X

JUI�EJԑ
FSFOU�BSUJTUT�GSPN

�BSPVOE�UIF�X
PSME�UP�SFԓFDU�UIF�EJWFSTJUZ�PG�BSU�

and design com
ing together,” says H

enrik M
ost. “I feel inspired w

hen I look at 

this collection because each product has such a strong story.”

D
riven by curiosity, these visionaries take recognisable objects and add their 

unique artistic spin, shifting our view
 of w

hat a sim
ple clock or lam

p, torch or 

throw
, vase or picture is. Each of these pieces has a vision of its ow

n, elevating 

the ordinary into the extraordinary. 

ԡ,&"�"35�&7&/
5����� show

cases the future of living w
ith art – w

here it can 

CF�QJDLFE�VQ�BOE�VTFE�BT�X
FMM�BT�UIPVHIUGVMMZ�SFԓFDUFE�VQPO��5IFSF�BSF�OP�

boundaries in IKEA’s new
 vision; art every day for everyone.

ԡ,&"
�"
35�&7&/

5�����
vase

19, 99
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 torch allen key 
shaped

24, 99

“W
ith this art collection, w

e w
ant to show

 that being an artist or 

being a designer does not m
ean that you have to stay in one box.” 

H
enrik M

ost, Creative Leader IKEA
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D
aniel A

rsham
G

elchop
H

um
ans since 1982
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D
aniel 

A
rsham

ԡ,&"
�"
35�&7&/

5�����
clock

34, 99
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D
aniel Arsham

 is a m
ultidisciplinary Am

erican artist, w
hose 

w
ork com

bines art, architecture and perform
ance. H

e has 

collaborated extensively w
ith other creative leaders across 

stage production, interior design, fashion and architecture. 

$BQUJWBUFE�CZ�UIF�FYQSFTTJWF�QPTTJCJMJUJFT�PG�EJԑ
FSFOU�N

BUF-

rials, Arsham
’s practice explores m

anipulations of architec-

ture, archaeology and tim
e, often through a m

onochrom
e 

colour palette to em
phasise m

aterial properties. H
is m

ost 

recent artw
orks com

bine ideas related to future civilisations 

and archaeological decay. H
e is the co-founder of N

ew
 York-

based collaborative practice, Snarkitecture.
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Since his earliest paintings and experience w
orking in stage design (creating 

sets for choreographer M
erce Cunningham

) D
aniel Arsham

 has been interest-

FE�JO�UIF�TVCKFDU�PG�UJN
F��ԡUȃT�POMZ�ԒUUJOH�UIFO�UIBU�IJT�DPOUSJCVUJPO�UP�IKEA ART 

&7&/
5������X

PVME�CF�B�UBCMF�DMPDL�UIBU�BMTP�SFԓFDUT�IJT�POHPJOH�QSFPDDVQBUJPO�

w
ith questions of m

ovem
ent, m

aterials and architecture. 

Arsham
’s clock com

bines his fascination w
ith tim

e w
ith his interest in the idea of 

architecture in m
ovem

ent. In general, m
oving w

alls and buildings are presum
ed 

to be caused by a destructive force such as a storm
 or earthquake; in contrast, 

Arsham
 w

ants to create ‘“quiet m
anipulations” that you m

ay not im
m

ediately 

notice. H
is tim

epiece is an expression of this idea: it appears to be in a state of 

HFOUMF�N
PUJPO
�PS�PG�UJN

F�ԓZJOH�CZȌ
�)

F�CFMJFWFT�JU�ԒUT�JOUP�UIF�ȆMBSHFS�VOJWFSTFȇ�

of his practice. 

D
riven by the playful interactions that occur betw

een people, ideas and m
edi-

um
s, Arsham

 is fascinated by how
 everyday household objects can be trans-

form
ed into exciting conversation pieces. By participating in this year’s IKEA Art 

Event, he hopes his contribution w
ill bring art into the hom

es of the m
any. H

e 

considers the table clock to be a striking exam
ple of function m

erging w
ith the 

em
otional resonance associated w

ith seeing a great w
ork of art.

The vision: Q
uiet m

anipulations

ԡ,&"
�"
35�&7&/

5�����
clock

34, 99
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“A
 lot of things I am

 using in m
y 

w
ork or referencing are every-

day objects – a very sim
ple tele-

phone, cam
era or clock; things 

that have a place already in daily 

life. W
hen I can latch onto som

e-

thing that people already know
 

and it’s shifted outside of the 

everyday that can be an interest-

ing experience for them
.”

D
aniel Arsham
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Tokyo-based creative collective G
elchop use their 

hands to bring to life creative ideas. In their practice, 

G
elchop deconstruct everday objects by com

bining 

UIFN
�X

JUI�EJԑ
FSFOU�FMFN

FOUT�UP�HJWF�UIFN
�B�GVO�BOE�

com
pelling 

function. 
Recalling 

M
arcel 

D
ucham

p’s 

‘readym
ades’, G

elchop’s artw
orks and products m

ake 

VT�MPPL�BU�UIJOHT�JO�B�EJԑ
FSFOU�X

BZ
�QSPN
QUJOH�B�SF-

ԓFDUJPO�VQPO�BO�PCKFDUȃT�ȂUSVFȃ�QVSQPTF�JO�UIF�X
PSME�
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ԡ,&"
�"
35�&7&/

5�����
LED

 table lam
p  

allen key shaped

39, 99
G

elchop’s ideas often em
erge from

 thinking about how
 to im

prove the quality 

of daily life – according to the collective, the inspiration for their pieces “com
es 

from
 everyday ‘aha’ m

om
ents”. By com

bining ordinary item
s w

ith unexpected 

elem
ents to m

ake new
 objects, their w

ork grants a hum
ourous and surreal 

view
 on living w

ith things. 

For this collection, they have put their ow
n spin on w

hat is arguably the m
ost 

iconic IKEA item
 of all: the Allen key, and have created a table lam

p and torch 

(available in m
etallic blue and silver) based around its design. In their view

, 

the hum
ble Allen key has not got the attention it deserves, so they decided 

to shine a light on it (quite literally) and transform
 this tiny yet very functional 

object into an absurdly large version of itself, w
ith a new

 purpose. The m
odest 

Allen key has new
 value as it’s no longer just a practical tool to assist in the 

m
aking of furniture, but a fantastic art object too. 

The vision: Shining a light on an iconic 
IKEA item



28
29

IKEA ART EVEN
T 2021

IKEA ART EVEN
T 2021

© Inter IKEA Systems B.V. 2021

“W
e are alw

ays thinking of w
ays to use ex-

isting item
s and com

bining the concepts or 
QIFOPN

FOB�PG�EJԑ
FSFOU�UIJOHT�UP�DIBOHF�

the m
eaning or application of the original 

item
 in a fun, playful w

ay.”

G
elchop
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&TUBCMJTIFE�JO׫עעפ��CZ�#BTUJBO�#JTDIPԑ
�BOE�1FS�

Em
anuelsson (w

ho are from
 G

erm
any and Sw

e-

den respectively) w
hile students at H

D
K G

öteborg, 

H
um

ans since 1982 fuse art and design to create 

subversive everyday objects. The duo’s pieces raise 

questions about accelerating technology and its 

dualistic nature as both a source of progression 

and destruction. D
efying sim

ple categorisation, 

their w
ork is driven by curiosity and a desire to of-

fer a new
 w

ay of thinking about the w
orld.
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ԡ,&"
�"
35�&7&/

5�����
w

all decoration,  
W

50×H
50cm

49, 99

Creative duo H
um

ans since 1982 refuse to be labelled as either artists or de-

TJHOFST
�JOTUFBE�UIFZ�X
BOU�UIFJS�X

PSL�UP�SFԓFDU�UIF�EZOBN
JTN

�PG�IVN
BO�OB-

ture. Since their studies, they have been interested in dism
antling the border 

betw
een functional design and art, w

hich they believe to be unnecessary as 

everything has a function of som
e kind. In their practice, the duo often take 

iconic objects and recognisable signs and sym
bols out of their usual habitats 

and put them
 into new

 environm
ents, w

ith new
 functions. M

uch of their w
ork 

FYBN
JOFT�UFDIOPMPHZ
�X

IJDI�UIFZ�DBMM�ȆB�UPPM�GPS�FԔ
DJFODZȇ�BOE�HJWFT�JU�B�MFTT�

tangible, m
ore poetic quality in order to provide a fresh perspective on its place 

in society. 

Their contribution to ԡ,&"�"35�&7&/
5����� follow

s this train of thought – they 

take the drone, a m
odern technological object associated w

ith surveillance, 

and put it into an alum
inium

 display case resem
bling a butterfuly collection. By 

pinning the drones inside the cabinet, they m
ake us think about how

 strange 

it is for a present-day technological item
 to be static as though it is a tim

eless 

artefact or specim
en. The duo hope that their w

all pieces w
ill resonate w

ith 

ԡ,&"�DVTUPN
FST��UIFZ�CFMJFWF�UIBU�UIFZ�X

JMM�ԒU�JOUP�BOZ�LJOE�PG�IPN
F�

The vision: A poetic take on technology
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“W
e have avoided being labelled...w

e are not 

stuck in the role of being artists or designers. 

W
e like to m

aintain the freedom
 and focus on 

the m
ultifaceted nature of being hum

an and 

PVS�TUVEJP�OBN
F�SFԓ

FDUT�UIBU�ȇ

H
um

ans since 1982

ԡ,&"
�"
35�&7&/

5�����
w

all decoration,  
W

26×H
35cm

19, 99
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ԡ,&"
�"
35�&7&/

5�����
LED

 w
all lam

p, Ø
30cm

29, 99

Sabine 
M

arcelis 
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N
ew

 
Zealand-born 

and 
Rotterdam

-based 
designer  

Sabine M
arcelis is fascinated w

ith the unique properties 

PG�N
BUFSJBMT�BOE�UIF�Fԑ

FDUT�TQFDJԒD�N
BUFSJBMT�DBO�DSFBUF�

– for exam
ple, resin or glass interacting w

ith light. H
er 

practice is process-driven: her designs em
erge through 

extensive experim
entation w

ith ideas and m
aterials in 

the studio. W
orking across product, installation and 

spatial design, she aim
s to create m

agical experiences 

through her engaging designs.
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ԡ,&"
�"
35�&7&/

5�����
LED

 w
all lam

p, Ø
40cm

39, 99

Sabine M
arcelis is m

otivated by getting to the core of a concept or a m
aterial. 

H
er designs often have a m

inim
al quality in order to em

phasise the specif-

JD�QSPQFSUJFT�BOE�Fԑ
FDUT�PG�UIF�N

BUFSJBMT�VTFE��)
FS�X

PSL�JT�EFԒOFE�CZ�UIJT�

sensitivity to m
aterials – she hopes her designs create “a m

om
ent of w

onder” 

and com
pel an em

otional response and curious engagem
ent in view

ers. She 

believes that by art and functional design com
ing together, art becom

es less 

“untouchable” and can be experienced by m
ore people.  

For her contribution to ԡ,&"�"35�&7&/
5�����, M

arcelis w
as inspired by Italian 

painter Lucio Fontana’s slashed canvases and w
anted to translate this sim

ple 

HFTUVSF�ǿ�B�DVU�UISPVHI�B�TVSGBDF�ǿ�UP�B�MJHIU�ԒUUJOH��Ȇԡ�UIJOL�B�MPU�PG�JOTQJSBUJPO�

com
es from

 doing,” she says and the design for her IKEA w
all lam

ps em
erged 

through experim
entation w

ith folding and cutting paper. She considers the 

X
BMM�MBN

QT
�X
IJDI�DPN

F�JO�UX
P�EJԑ

FSFOU�TJ[FT�BOE�DBO�DIBOHF�ԒWF�EJԑ
FSFOU�DPM-

ours, to be a departure from
 her usual lighting designs, w

here she w
orks w

ith 

X
IJUF�MJHIU�QBTTJOH�UISPVHI�EJԑ

FSFOU�	PGUFO�USBOTQBSFOU
�N
BUFSJBMT��ԡO�DPOUSBTU
�

IFS�ԡ,&"�MBN
QT�FYQMPSF�UIF�X

POEFSGVM�Fԑ
FDUT�DSFBUFE�CZ�B�EZOBN

JD�MJHIU�FN
-

anating from
 a single, solid surface. According to the designer, their function 

is to create an atm
osphere at hom

e – they can change the m
ood of any space. 

The vision: M
om

ents of w
onder
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“A
rt in the hom

e elevates it from
 being a 

place for shelter into a space w
here you 

have em
otional triggers. I think the daily 

N
PPE�DIBOHJOH�Fԑ

FDU�PG�CFJOH�TVSSPVOEFE�

by objects that you have som
e kind of a con-

nection to or that create an em
otional trig-

ger is a very im
portant thing.”

Sabine M
arcelis
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Ȇԡ�EFԒ
OJUFMZ�IPQF�UIBU�X

IFO�QFPQMF�JOUFSBDU�X
JUI�

m
y w

ork that it sparks som
e kind of curiosity or 

inspiration, that you w
ould w

ant to step closer 

and observe it a little bit better.”

Sabine M
arcelis
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STEFA
N

 M
A

RX

ԡ,&"
�"
35�&7&/

5�����
throw

29, 99
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4UFGBO�.
BSY�JT�B�(

FSN
BO�BSUJTU�BOE�JMMVTUSBUPS
�X

IP�ԒOET�

inspiration in the w
orld around him

: friends, strangers, 

books, m
usic, skateboarding, the natural w

orld. Although 

his w
ork spans num

erous m
edium

s (painting, textiles and 

porcelain, to nam
e but a few

) and scenes such as skate, 

HSBԔ
UJ�BOE�UFDIP
�ESBX

JOH�JT�BU�UIF�IFBSU�PG�BMM�PG�IJT�X
PSL�

and essential to how
 he chooses to express his ideas in the 

w
orld. H

is diverse practice is united by its com
bination of 

good hum
our and m

oving poeticism
.
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“I alw
ays have a pen and som

e kind of paper w
ith m

e,” Stefan M
arx says about 

the central place draw
ing takes in his practice. Inspired by everyday life, the 

Berlin-based artist m
akes typographical artw

orks, based on conversations he 

overhears am
ong friends and strangers, as w

ell as lyrics and sentences plucked 

from
 his favourite songs and books. H

e is interested in how
 the arrangem

ent of 

certain w
ords or phrases can express a m

ood or feeling. 

M
arx w

ants to bring joy into the hom
e through art, and he hopes his contribu-

tion – a vase and a throw
 – w

ill do exactly that, providing som
ething special to 

use and adm
ire daily. Like m

uch of his w
ork, the tw

o products boast em
otive 

phrases: the fam
iliar w

ail of “I’m
 so so so sorrryyyy” on the vase, and “I w

ait here 

for your forever as long as it takes” on the throw
, w

hich the artist scribbled in his 

OPUFCPPL
�BGUFS�TFFJOH�UIF�N
FTTBHF�HSBԔ

UJFE�POUP�B�X
BMM�JO�-POEPO��5IFTF�BSF�

QJFDFT�X
IFSF�ZPV�DBO�BEE�ZPVS�PX

O�QFSTPOBM�UPVDI�ǿ�ԓPX
FST�DBO�CF�BSSBOHFE�

in the vase as an expression of love or as an apology; the throw
 can be folded 

up and unfolded, carried w
ith you and around you. M

arx believes that these are 

pieces that you w
ill appreciate everyday as they com

bine an em
otional im

pact 

w
ith function.

The vision: The joy of expression

ԡ,&"
�"
35�&7&/

5�����
vase

19, 99
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“It’s great w
hen art and functionality blurs…

it’s a very positive 

aspect in your daily life because you live w
ith these pieces.”

Stefan M
arx
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“I hope these pieces can push the 
boundaries of hom

e furnishings.”

Stefan M
arx

ԡ,&"
�"
35�&7&/

5�����
vase

19, 99
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Please touch the artw
ork

To bring ԡ,&"�"
35�&7&/

5�����’s new
 vision to life, w

e are inviting you to get closer to the artw
orks and experience them

 for yourself.  

8
F�IBWF�DSFBUFE�B�TVJUF�PG�DVTUPN

�BVHN
FOUFE�SFBMJUZ�	"

3
�Fԑ
FDUT�UP�DFMFCSBUF�UIF�DPMMFDUJPOȃT�MBVODI
�CSJOHJOH�ZPV�JOUP�UIF�X

POEFSGVM�

w
orld of ԡ,&"�"

35�&7&/
5�������5IF�MBVODI�Fԑ

FDUT�SFQSFTFOU�UIF�BSUJTUTȃ�JOEJWJEVBM�WJTJPOT���

�ԡ,&"
"
35&7&/

"�ףפעפ5
3�Fԑ

FDUT�X
JMM�CF�BWBJMBCMF�WJB�!

JLFBUPEBZ 

Follow
 @

ikeatoday
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“Art enriches everyday life and this is w
hy w

e keep 

exploring various aspects of art. Alw
ays together 

w
ith highly talented people.” 

– H
enrik M

ost, Creative Leader IKEA

About IKEA Art Event

At IKEA, w
e believe art is for everyone, w

hich is w
hy, since 2015, 

w
e’ve collaborated w

ith contem
porary artists and designers from

 

all over the w
orld to create lim

ited edition collections. 

The result – IKEA Art Event – aim
s to dem

ocratise art and bring it 

into the hom
es of the m

any people. This m
eans IKEA Art Event is 
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