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Welcome to the colourful world
of Dutch plastics recyclers
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The Dutch Way Forward 
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NRK Recycling

The Dutch “PRE”

27 Members 
> 85% Dutch market

Collect, Sort and Recycle 
>1 million tonnes

European plastic waste

Three consecutive PRE Presidents
(from 1997 till today)
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EFSA approvals and/or are EU Certplast
certified.

NRK RECYCLING  @ PRS CONFERENCE AMSTERDAM



NRK RECYCLING  @ PRS CONFERENCE AMSTERDAM



NRK RECYCLING  @ PRS CONFERENCE AMSTERDAM



HOW TO ACHIEVE 
MORE CIRCULARITY:

CLOSE THE PLASTIC 
LOOPS

THE USE OF 
RECYCLATE 

SHOULD BECOME 
THE PREVAILING RAW 
MATERIAL STANDARD.
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VIRGIN
88%

RECYCLATES
12%

DUTCH PLASTICS RAW MATERIAL SPLIT IN CONVERTING 2014

VIRGIN
RECYCLATES



• Governmental recognition of urgent 
need to safeguard valuable resources

• Broad political support CO2 reduction

• 50% reduction of use of primary raw
materials (minerals, fossil and metals) 
by 2030

• The Netherlands to be fully circular in 
2050

Dutch Circular Economy ambitions in a nutshell
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• “Today’s Plastics are treated as  “cheap
disposable materials”

• “Linear Plastics invite to design for early
obsolescence”

• “Incineration looks clever for the naive”

• “Disposal in landfills = disposal in the oceans” 

• “Climate change :                                           
only 6 years ‘business as usual’ left”

Prof.Dr.jur. Maurer : “Let’s simply change perspective” 
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• Real focus and funding of Raw Material transition

• Change in collection systems. 

• Clarity on REACH.  

• Add real value to CO2 emission savings achieved by
mechanical recycling

• Incineration can only be a last resort 

What do WE need from Dutch and EU legislators to
achieve Circular Economy ambitions:
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• Harmonised international standards for
recycled raw materials

• Design with recyclates projects (eco-design)

• Value chain solutions for various mixed 
material waste challenges

• Improve communication on Best Practices
and achievements

What do WE need to work on:
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1. Participation in numerous working groups

2. Participation in multi stakeholder projects
Value chain solution based approaches (in Dutch : 

“polderen”) should eliminate obstacles !
3. Active involvement on the Circular Economy

transition agenda.
4. Joint communication with Dutch Plastic 

Packaging Industry and PlasticsEurope
Netherlands

Involvement of NRK Recycling
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www.rethinkplastics.nl

- Facts and figures
- Position papers
- Strategy papers

Involvement of NRK Recycling
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RECYCLATES 90%

VIRGIN
10%

DUTCH PLASTICS RAW MATERIAL SPLIT IN CONVERTING 2050

THE ACHIEVABLE FUTURE 
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PLASTICS  ALREADY GONE CIRCULAR 



YOU 
are the key to stimulate further

change
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http://www.attero.nl/
http://www.attero.nl/
https://www.akrbv.nl/index.php
https://www.akrbv.nl/index.php
http://www.cedo.com/index.html
http://www.cedo.com/index.html
http://www.kras-recycling.com/
http://www.kras-recycling.com/
http://www.morssinkhofplastics.nl/
http://www.morssinkhofplastics.nl/
http://www.wellman-intl.com/index.aspx
http://www.wellman-intl.com/index.aspx


THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION
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RECYCLATES FIRST !!
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