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Bronx debate team one of 12 school groups
nationally to get visit with Michelle Obama, take
home $10,000

Bronx students win National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award for debate skills

BY CORINNE LESTCH /NEW YORK DAILY NEWS
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(L to R) Starr Arroyo, Stephanie Nyame, Yaira Brito, Ashley Mejia with teacher Erik Fogel. Students
from Bronx High School for Law, Government and Justice will be meeting First Lady Michelle Obama.
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It all started because one teacher decided to make debate mandatory in his history class at the
Bronx School for Law, Government and Justice.

On Monday, four of Erik Fogel's students at the Concourse Village school will represent their
debate team in a special visit with First Lady Michelle Obama at the White House.

It was one of 12 after-school programs to win the 2012 National Arts and Humanities Youth
Program Award, which includes a $10,000 award.

“We were like, ‘No, | don’t think they would choose us out of everyone else,” said Ashley Mejia, 16,
a sophomore. “(Fogel) said, ‘Just try, you never know what might happen.”
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Student Starr Arroyo was selected to speak in front of the First Lady.

The 15-year-old sophomore said she looked up different speeches by Supreme Court Justice
Sonia Sotomayor, from which she drew inspiration for her own address.

“My speech is about the need for education, because personally, | think kids don't feel it's

important to go to school,” she said.

After the success of the school's debate teams - which won city championships the last two years
in a row - Fogel, with other volunteer teachers and staff, started the NYC Urban Debate League

last September.

Between heavy fundraising and word-of-mouth advertising, about 400 students at 40 schools

citywide are now involved in debate.

“From 3 p.m. to midnight, | write grants at the McDonald’s on Mosholu...that's how we've been
able to hold free citywide debate tournaments for any student,” said Fogel, 34, a Teach for
America grad originally from California. “A lot of these schools can’t afford coaches, supplies,
airfare, and we want every student to have a debate team. It's one of the best, most rigorous

academic opportunities out there.”

Last month, the debate league became a nonprofit with the help of Manhattan-based law firm
Brown Rudnick LLP - which assisted them pro bono.

“We want to fundraise for a free summer debate camp and send kids to national championships,”

Fogel said.

The Bronx students recently debated the best way to rebuild the transit system after Hurricane

Sandy, and how to reduce global warming.

They practice their speeches backwards, sometimes with pens in their mouths.

“It's just incredible to see kids want to argue and think and talk about these issues all day long,”

said Fogel.
clestch@nydailynews.com

POST A COMMENT »

FROM NYDAILYNEWS.COM

Elvis’ daughter sells fish and chips from van

Woman shotin head on Bronx street in broad
daylight

First murder after Sandy: Bronx man, 49, beaten to
death

Fordham University’s College Republicans are
vetting other speakers after Ann Coulter invite draws...

For storm evacuees from a Rockaway rehab center, a
Bronx hospital was temporary home away from home

FROM AROUND THE WEB

5 Things Schools Don’t Teach Our Kids
(WorkingMother)

Who Is Holly Petraeus? The Scorned General's Wife
Isn't All She Seems (CafeMom)

Kid blows family’s savings on candy (Bankrate.com)

Causes of Death You Won’t Want on Your Death
Certificate (Ancestry.com)

The 8 Most Overpaid & Underpaid Jobs (Salary.com)

(7]

COMMENTS

See All Comments

[Discussion Guidelines ]

Bronx debate team one of 12 school groups nationally to get visit with Michelle Obama, take home $10...

EDITORS' PICKS

15-year-old girl
found alive, tied up
in trunk of car 7
days after being
abducted

A 15-year-old girl was
found alive, tied up in the

PHOTOS:
Hollywood's May-
December romances

It's a time-honored tradition
in Hollywood for older men
to date younger men and
women, and cougar

I was a ’70s porn
star — DA

A Central New York district
attorney has finally 'fessed
up about his pastin dirty
movies. Prior to this year’s
election, Democrat Marc

Selena Gomez all
smiles with pal
Taylor Swift after
storming out of
reconciliation

Justin Bieber and Selena
Gomez are apparently

Woman, 24, killed
in car crash after
skipping stop sign
A woman was killed after
she failed to stop ata
Queens intersection and
slammed into a passing

PHOTOS: Judge
Judy flaunts her
bikini body

We hate to burst your
bubble, but even the rich
and famous have body )
parts that should stay safely §

Hurricane Sandy
uncovers mystery
shipwreck

A sand-buried shipwreck
resurfaced when
Superstorm Sandy
uncovered it. Hurricane

America proved its Bieber Fever was strong: The teen
singer dominated the American Music Awards on
Sunday night.

www.nydailynews.com/new-york/bronx/skilled-young-orators-heading-white-house-article-1.1203407... 2/5



11/19/12

Justin Bieber gets
big smooch from
Jenny McCarthy

Cop shot me in the
back while I was
face down on
ground: lawsuit

A Metro-North conductor
was lying face down on the
ground when an off-duty

WATCH: Lady Gaga
strips in 'tasty’
surprise

Lady Gaga's tweets were
getting a lot of attention

Bronx debate team one of 12 school groups nationally to get visit with Michelle Obama, take home $10...
Show more comments
ADS BY YAHOO!

US POSTAL JOBS (HIRING)

Salary Staring is $51,000 a Year.

No Experience Necessary. Start
Now!

(www.PostalExam473.com)

BRONX NEWS

Get the Day's Top News To Your
Desktop With The Free News
Toolbar

(News.addonreviews.com)

MORTGAGE RATES HIT
2.50%

Fed Drops Rates to 2.50%.
Calculate New Rate Now at
2.90% APR!

(www.SeeRefinanceRates.com)

ahead of her Buenos Aires
concert Friday night.

Hollywood's baby
boom: the cutest
celebrity kids born
in 2012

Hollywood is experiencing
a major baby boom! From
supermodels to A-list

Sarah Michelle
Gellar, Freddie
Prinze Jr. reveal
son's name

Since welcoming their
second child togetherin
September, Sarah Michelle

Obama becomes
first sitting
President to visit
Myanmar - and he
does it barefoot

President Obama has
become the first serving

Playboy honors
Marilyn Monroe
with nude photo
special spanning her
career

Gentlemen’s magazines
prefer blondes. Marilyn

Paula Broadwell and
husband share night
out in D.C. ... the
very city where her
affair with Gen.

They bonded over a long
run along the Potomac

$99 or $125 Jets vs. J S
Cardinals Package - - -

Includes 50% OFF Jets s Cardinals tickets
Transportation, Tai...

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW, GET READER OFFERS EMAIL!
Email Address

www.nydailynews.com/new-york/bronx/skilled-young-orators-heading-white-house-article-1.1203407...

3/5



11/19/12 Bronx debate team one of 12 school groups nationally to get visit with Michelle Obama, take home $10...

DAILY NEWS PHOTOGRAPHERS

DAILY NEWSPIX BRONX

BRONX

Get a historic Daily News
picture of iconic Bronx
moments and
locations.Order Print »

NEW YORKVIDEO

% REUTERS

www.nydailynews.com/new-york/bronx/skilled-young-orators-heading-white-house-article-1.1203407... 4/5



11/19/12 Bronx debate team one of 12 school groups nationally to get visit with Michelle Obama, take home $10...

MORE BRUSH STROKES IN 2 MIN THAN MANUAL DOES IN T MONTH

PHILIPS

Use of this website signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy
© Copyright 2012 NYDailyNews.com. All rights reserved.

www.nydailynews.com/new-york/bronx/skilled-young-orators-heading-white-house-article-1.1203407...

5/5



