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Bronx debate team one of 12 school groups

nationally to get visit with Michelle Obama, take

home $10,000 

Bronx  students  win  National  Arts  and  Humanities  Youth  Program  Award  for  debate  skills

BY  CORINNE  LESTCH  /  NEW  YORK  DAILY  NEWS

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  19,  2012,  6:00  AM

BRYAN  PACE/FOR  NEW  YORK  DAILY  NEWS

(L  to  R)  Starr  Arroyo,  Stephanie  Nyame,  Yaira  Brito,  Ashley  Mejia  with  teacher  Erik  Fogel.  Students
from  Bronx  High  School  for  Law,  Government  and  Justice  will  be  meeting  First  Lady  Michelle  Obama.

It  all  started  because  one  teacher  decided  to  make  debate  mandatory  in  his  history  class  at  the
Bronx  School  for  Law,  Government  and  Justice.

On  Monday,  four  of  Erik  Fogel’s  students  at  the  Concourse  Village  school  will  represent  their
debate  team  in  a  special  visit  with  First  Lady  Michelle  Obama  at  the  White  House.

It  was  one  of  12  after-school  programs  to  win  the  2012  National  Arts  and  Humanities  Youth
Program  Award,  which  includes  a  $10,000  award.

“We  were  like,  ‘No,  I  don’t  think  they  would  choose  us  out  of  everyone  else,’”  said  Ashley  Mejia,  16,
a  sophomore.  “(Fogel)  said,  ‘Just  try,  you  never  know  what  might  happen.’”
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Student  Starr  Arroyo  was  selected  to  speak  in  front  of  the  First  Lady.

The  15-year-old  sophomore  said  she  looked  up  different  speeches  by  Supreme  Court  Justice
Sonia  Sotomayor,  from  which  she  drew  inspiration  for  her  own  address.

“My  speech  is  about  the  need  for  education,  because  personally,  I  think  kids  don’t  feel  it’s
important  to  go  to  school,”  she  said.

After  the  success  of  the  school’s  debate  teams  -  which  won  city  championships  the  last  two  years
in  a  row  -  Fogel,  with  other  volunteer  teachers  and  staff,  started  the  NYC  Urban  Debate  League
last  September.

Between  heavy  fundraising  and  word-of-mouth  advertising,  about  400  students  at  40  schools
citywide  are  now  involved  in  debate.

“From  3  p.m.  to  midnight,  I  write  grants  at  the  McDonald’s  on  Mosholu...that’s  how  we’ve  been
able  to  hold  free  citywide  debate  tournaments  for  any  student,”  said  Fogel,  34,  a  Teach  for
America  grad  originally  from  California.  “A  lot  of  these  schools  can’t  afford  coaches,  supplies,
airfare,  and  we  want  every  student  to  have  a  debate  team.  It’s  one  of  the  best,  most  rigorous
academic  opportunities  out  there.”

Last  month,  the  debate  league  became  a  nonprofit  with  the  help  of  Manhattan-based  law  firm
Brown  Rudnick  LLP  -  which  assisted  them  pro  bono.

“We  want  to  fundraise  for  a  free  summer  debate  camp  and  send  kids  to  national  championships,”
Fogel  said.

The  Bronx  students  recently  debated  the  best  way  to  rebuild  the  transit  system  after  Hurricane
Sandy,  and  how  to  reduce  global  warming.

They  practice  their  speeches  backwards,  sometimes  with  pens  in  their  mouths.

“It’s  just  incredible  to  see  kids  want  to  argue  and  think  and  talk  about  these  issues  all  day  long,”
said  Fogel.
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A  15-year-old  girl  was
found  alive,  tied  up  in  the
trunk  of  a  car,  seven  days
after  a  stranger  kidnapped  her  from  her  rural  village  in
southern  France.

It's  a  time-honored  tradition
in  Hollywood  for  older  men
to  date  younger  men  and
women,  and  cougar
couples  have  become  all
the  rage  as  well.

A  Central  New  York  district
attorney  has  finally  ’fessed
up  about  his  past  in  dirty
movies.  Prior  to  this  year’s
election,  Democrat  Marc

Suben  denied  appearing  in  1970s  skin  flicks,  telling
reporters  he  was  the  subject  of  a  campaign  by  political
rivals  who  wanted  to  sully  his  reputation.

Justin  Bieber  and  Selena
Gomez  are  apparently
having  a  hard  time  working
out  their  post-breakup  relationship.

A  woman  was  killed  after
she  failed  to  stop  at  a
Queens  intersection  and
slammed  into  a  passing
car,  police  sources  and
witnesses  said.

We  hate  to  burst  your
bubble,  but  even  the  rich
and  famous  have  body
parts  that  should  stay  safely
covered.

A  sand-buried  shipwreck
resurfaced  when
Superstorm  Sandy
uncovered  it.  Hurricane
Sandy’s  ferocious  waves
flooded  Fire  Island,  N.Y.,  the  barrier  island  off  Long
Island,  leveling  many  dunes.
America  proved  its  Bieber  Fever  was  strong:  The  teen
singer  dominated  the  American  Music  Awards  on
Sunday  night.
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boom:  the  cutest
celebrity  kids  born
in  2012

Sarah  Michelle
Gellar,  Freddie
Prinze  Jr.  reveal
son's  name

Obama  becomes
first  sitting
President  to  visit
Myanmar  -  and  he
does  it  barefoot

Playboy  honors
Marilyn  Monroe
with  nude  photo
special  spanning  her
career

Paula  Broadwell  and
husband  share  night
out  in  D.C.  ...  the
very  city  where  her
affair  with  Gen.
Petraeus  first  began

A  Metro-North  conductor
was  lying  face  down  on  the
ground  when  an  off-duty
rookie  cop  in  the  Bronx
shot  him  in  the  back,  his  lawyer  plans  to  charge.

Lady  Gaga's  tweets  were
getting  a  lot  of  attention
ahead  of  her  Buenos  Aires
concert  Friday  night.

Hollywood  is  experiencing
a  major  baby  boom!  From
supermodels  to  A-list
actors,  check  out  all  the
famous  faces  that  have  become  parents  this  year  ...
Jennifer  Garner  is  all  smiles  being  a  mother!  Garner
and  hubby  Ben  Affleck  welcomed  their  first  son  Samuel
into  the  world  on  Feb.  28,  2012.  The  pair  are  already
parents  to  daughters  Seraphina  and  Violet.
Since  welcoming  their
second  child  together  in
September,  Sarah  Michelle
Gellar  and  Freddie  Prinze
Jr.  have  managed  to  keep  their  baby  boy’s  name  a
secret  –  until  now.

President  Obama  has
become  the  first  serving
U.S.  president  to  visit
Myanmar,  arriving  on  Monday  for  a  trip  that  will  attempt
to  strike  a  balance  between  praising  the  government's
progress  in  shaking  off  military  rule  and  pressing  it  for
further  reforms.

Gentlemen’s  magazines
prefer  blondes.  Marilyn
Monroe,  Playboy’s  first
cover  girl,  is  back  gracing  the  front  of  the  magazine  for
a  December  issue  timed  to  the  50th  anniversary  of  the
death  of  the  famous  femme  fatale.

They  bonded  over  a  long
run  along  the  Potomac
River:  the  general  and  his
curvaceous  biographer,  conducting  a  Q&A  while
keeping  a  six-minute-mile  pace.
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