Dale Koninckx, MSF project coordinator in Nyala

(00:01)I've just come back from a walk around the hospital, obviously the situation yesterday
(00:06)was very chaotic and that's what people are describing. The first thing that pops
(00:10)out of the face is I'm sorry, I'm sorry about the strike, sorry about the night and there's
(00:18)a feeling in the hospital this morning. it's like the calm after the storm.
(00:25)They all report having worked around the clock, treating as many as 150 patients, stabilise
(00:33)them and refer them to other facilities.
(00:35)Unfortunately, they've also seen about 36 people dead on arrival, 21 of which were wearing
(00:44)civilian clothes among which several women and children. Obviously they're all very shaken
(00:51)and the reports are evolving by the hour. It must have been super complicated to manage.
(00:59)People at the gate of the hospital describe having seen patients being brought with shrapnel
(01:04)injuries and blood on their faces and severe burns carried on tuk-tuk as well
(01:13)as on donkey carts to the hospital from the market area in the west side of the city
(01:19)where the bombing occurred 
(01:24)Obviously it's difficult to get a definitive figure on the number of casualties but I can
(01:30)only imagine that the doctors and nurses and the staff working overnight didn't have time
(01:36)to do proper counting and they were focusing mostly on saving people's lives and trying
(01:41)to stabilise as many people as possible.
(01:46)From the memory of my colleagues here it's the biggest mass casualty incident of the year
(01:52)and we'll take a lot of lessons learned from that one.
(01:56)The main one being that the NTH [Nyala Teaching Hospital] team and the hospital staff has been super resilient
(02:03)and unfortunately have a lot of experience managing these incidents.
(02:11)It was a time for recollection of the memories and you could still see some patients being
(02:16)treated there and the work is still ongoing.
(02:19)The situation is much calmer now but the question on everyone's faces is why markets are being
(02:27)targeted, the place where people need to access food, where a lot of civilians gather. And obviously
(02:35)we're in the middle of a food insecurity crisis here in Darfur and it's very unfortunate
(02:42)that markets are being targeted and civilians pay the price of this conflict.


