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ONE ISUZU ENGINE, 1.6 MILLION KILOMETRES AND PLENTY MORE TO GIVE
Clocking up more than 1.6 million kilometres on an original engine is a remarkable achievement for any truck, but to reach that milestone hauling household furniture across the extremes of Australia, speaks volumes about the quality of the machine and the care it receives.
For Cube Removals owner, Clinton Simpson, keeping things moving is the whole point of the business and his 2014 Isuzu FRR 600 continues to prove its worth on suburban streets, interstate highways and demanding outback roads.
Climbing into the cab to confirm the latest figures, 1,634,729 kilometres and 30,690 engine hours, Clinton said even the original injectors are still doing their job.
“Not a lot has changed really. It’s like it’s from day one, when I first jumped in it,” Clinton said.
“I bought the truck with 100,000 kilometres on it in 2014 and in that time, I’ve changed over a few components…a gearbox, a radiator, some fuel lines that had hardened, but that’s about it.”
Behind its remarkable on road performance is a partnership Clinton values just as highly as the truck itself. 
The team at Wagga Motors Isuzu knows the truck inside-out, they understand its workload and appreciate what every hour on the road means to Clinton’s business.
From attentive servicing to late-night phone calls when trouble strikes, their support has helped keep Clinton moving, delivering and earning.
Built for the job
Operating anywhere and everywhere between Melbourne and Cairns, Cube Removals handles predominantly residential furniture moves.
A Brisbane trip typically stretches over seven to 10 days, while a Cairns run can keep Clinton away for up to two weeks.
Along the way, the FRR encounters just about everything a vehicle can encounter. Suburban streets, long highway stretches, unsealed roads and every weather extreme imaginable with truck and trailer fully loaded.
Under the cab is the original Isuzu SITEC Series III 235 engine, a 7.8-litre, turbocharged and intercooled six-cylinder producing 176 kW at 2,400 rpm and 706 Nm of torque at 1,450 rpm.
The long wheelbase model’s 5,160 mm platform houses a Pantech removal body, while its original ratings of 11,000 kg GVM and 16,000 kg GCM accommodate the truck-and-trailer application.
Clinton’s combination offers a 50-cubic-metre truck body and a further 20 cubic metres in the trailer comfortably enough, he says, for a four-bedroom house move.
Despite the carrying capacity, manoeuvrability remains a favourite feature.
“I can turn around in a cul-de-sac…I don’t have to do a three-point turn,” he said.
“The turning circle on this model is just sensational.”
A demanding working life
The startling odometer reading tells part of the story, but not all.
Clinton explains that the engine often continues running overnight to power the air conditioning while he sleeps in the cab. It is a demanding duty cycle, and one the Wagga Motors team understands in detail.
“They know this truck inside-out. They know what I put it through and that’s a big factor,” he said.
It’s this intimate knowledge that helps shape the maintenance conversations before Clinton hits the road again.
Wagga’s Isuzu technicians show him the components that need attention, explain what can wait until the next service and flag any upcoming work, giving him time to plan around bookings and work trips.
His response is straightforward.
“You tell me if it needs to be done now, we’ll do it now. If it can wait till the next service, we’ll get it done on the next service.”
Clinton is equally deliberate about the scope of repairs. 
When the original radiator finally began leaking, he chose to renew the surrounding cooling components as well, including hoses, clamps, water pump and thermostat.
More recently, ageing fuel lines prompted another thorough replacement using only genuine Isuzu components.
Replacing complementary parts together gives him confidence in the whole system before another long interstate run.
“I love the warranty…if it’s a genuine part and the work’s done by an authorise Isuzu tech, it’s three years warranty – that’s outstanding.  
“If the truck doesn’t run, I make no money, it’s that simple” he said.
Help when it matters
That practical understanding of Clinton’s business has also prompted some memorable anecdotes outside the usual scheduled service routine.
One call to the dealership came about after a gear selector retaining clip failed near Orange in NSW, leaving Clinton unable to change out of gear.
The Wagga Motors team talked him through what to look for underneath the truck, sending photographs to help identify the problem and discussing a temporary fix.
He also contacted the Isuzu dealership in Orange to coordinate assistance.
“Between the three of us, we all worked it out and I was on the road within three hours,” Clinton said.
Then there was an alternator replacement that became an exercise in keeping a removal booking moving.
When Clinton needed a replacement urgently, Wagga Motors located stock in Melbourne. A mate collected the alternator and met him on the highway as he travelled towards Ballarat.
Clinton then arranged for the Ballarat dealership’s service vehicle to meet him at his customer’s address.
With the technician working on the truck, Clinton and his team got on with loading the furniture.
“By the time I finished loading, they were done and I was on my way,” he said.
For Clinton, these are the moments that explain why the relationship matters. 
People taking ownership of a problem and finding a way to keep him earning.
Ready for the next run
Now based in Shepparton, Clinton continues to make the three-hour trip to Wagga Motors for servicing.
He plans customer deliveries around those appointments, and the dealership prepares for his arrival.
“They always have the parts ready for me,” he said.
“They may not have it in stock but they’ll get it from Melbourne by the next day, and it’s sitting there waiting for me every time.”
Regular servicing includes attention to fluids throughout the driveline and cooling system, along with valve adjustments at major service intervals. 
Communication between Clinton, the technicians and the service office keep everyone across what work the truck has done, where it’s been and what it needs.
“The workmanship, the communication, everything is over 110 per cent there,” he said.
With a touch over 1.6 million kilometres behind it, the FRR continues to reward that care. 
As for the future of his steed, Clinton’s outlook was as easy going as he is.
“I always get to the Brisbane Truck Show when it runs and I call in on the Isuzu stand and have a look, but I’ve got no need to update this truck really. 
It’s a brilliant little truck…it just purrs along.
“As long as it looked after, I think we’re good to go for another 1.6 (million kilometres), maybe more,” he chuckled.
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