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PRESS RELEASE


Mex, Switzerland, 27th February 2020


[bookmark: _Hlk33029080]Successful first BOBST PACKAGING MASTERCLASS provides brand owners with vital insights about the future of packaging production – 2020 edition planned

BOBST opened the doors of its headquarters near Lausanne, Switzerland last November to over 100 brand owners for its first Packaging MASTERCLASS. The aim of the event was to present in one day, a high-level and non-commercial overview of the technologies available for packaging production and identify how brand owners can achieve today’s essential requirements of agility, differentiation and sustainability. The feedback from participants was overwhelmingly positive with many saying the event exceeded their expectations with the intense but valuable mix of theoretical and practical content. Based on this response, BOBST has decided to run the MASTERCLASS again this year, on October 28th 2020.

“The role of packaging is changing faster than ever before, and the way brands design, pack and distribute products is constantly evolving,” said Paul Stoudmann, Program Director for the MASTERCLASS at BOBST. “BOBST has been a pioneer in packaging innovation for decades and we pride ourselves in understanding the market and our customers’ challenges and needs, and finding solutions for these.” 

“BOBST is the packaging industry reference and since it is able to offer the complete spectrum of packaging processes and technologies, we have the benefit of being neutral in this scenario - not pushing one technology over another perhaps superior one. And since we are neither supplier, customer or competitor to brand owners, our conversations tend to be open and constructive,” says Stoudmann. “That’s why we felt that brand owners could gain a lot from this type of event, understanding the technology so as to find the most appropriate solutions for their needs. Ultimately it is their brands’ names on the packaging, and so it is important that they are in the driver’s seat, so to speak.”

Over 100 delegates travelled from a dozen countries, representing a good mix of mid to top-level managers working in a variety of different departments and roles and with varying levels of experience: procurement, marketing, brand management, R&D, new to the job or new employees dealing directly or indirectly with packaging.

They had the opportunity to interact with experts in the fields of printing and converting – both digital and conventional – for labels, flexible packaging, folding carton and corrugated boxes. The day was divided into three parts: short plenary sessions, deep-dive breakout sessions, and machine demonstrations.

Topics covered during the plenary sessions included 
· Packaging trends 
· Printing technologies
· Embellishment
· Converting technologies
· Sustainability
· Digitalization of color
· The new role of packaging
The longer deep-dive breakout sessions were organized in smaller groups and focused on labels, flexible packaging, folding carton and corrugated boxes. 
In the afternoon, delegates visited the impressive 4’000m2 BOBST Competence Center to see machines – embellishment, die-cutting and folding & gluing – producing real packaging at maximum speeds, explained and operated by experts.
The presentations that had the greatest interest were those covering sustainability, flexible materials and the digitalization of color, emphasizing the key current market pressures and priorities facing brand owners.
A number of companies expressed the desire to have focused sessions and case studies. In response to this request, BOBST is working on the concept of customized MASTERCLASS courses for in-house training at companies.
Next Edition

The next MASTERCLASS will take place on October 28th, 2020 at the BOBST headquarters near Lausanne, Switzerland.

The Packaging MASTERCLASS is aimed at brand owners or retailers in any department (e.g. procurement, marketing, brand management, R&D) who may be relatively new to the role or to the world of packaging, and want to have a good insight into the industry. It will provide a high-level, non-technical and non-commercial overview of packaging in a single immersive day. 
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About BOBST

We are one of the world’s leading suppliers of substrate processing, printing and converting equipment and services for the label, flexible packaging, folding carton and corrugated industries. 

Founded in 1890 by Joseph Bobst in Lausanne, Switzerland, BOBST has a presence in more than 50 countries, runs 14 production facilities in 8 countries and employs more than 5 600 people around the world. The firm recorded a consolidated turnover of CHF 1 635 million for the year ended December 31, 2018.
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Follow us:

Facebook: www.bobst.com/facebook 
LinkedIn: www.bobst.com/linkedin 
Twitter: @BOBSTglobal www.bobst.com/twitter 
YouTube: www.bobst.com/youtube
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