
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                          

 
 

Media release 

ETIHAD AIRWAYS APPOINTS PHILIPPE EYDALEINE HEAD OF 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS IN EUROPE 
 

Etihad Airways today announced the appointment of Philippe Eydaleine, a seasoned public 

affairs leader with more than three decades of experience, as Head of Public Affairs in 

Europe. 

 

Mr Eydaleine will work and engage with key EU institutions and European states, 

policymakers and stakeholders, to build understanding of Etihad Airways and the benefits it 

brings to Europe in terms of jobs, investment and connectivity. 

 

Based in Etihad Airways’ office in Brussels, he will work closely with the airline’s regional 

management in Berlin, reporting to Vice President of International and Public Affairs, Vijay 

Poonoosamy. 

 

Mr Poonoosamy said: “Philippe is a well-respected and proven public affairs leader and his 

extensive experience and knowledge made him the ideal choice for this role as we continue 

to work with the EU to advance policy solutions that enhance the competitiveness of 

European aviation, connectivity and customer choice. 

 

“Etihad Airways is not only an important competitor in Europe but also an investor, 

purchaser, employer and supporter of European competitiveness and the European travel, 

tourism and manufacturing industries.”   

 

Research conducted by Oxford Economics shows that Etihad Airways’ core operations and 

capital spending in 2015 alone will support over 51,200 European jobs and contribute €3.3 

billion to the EU’s GDP. The report also shows that Etihad Airways will contribute €1.7 billion 

to EU GDP in connectivity improvements in 2015. 

 

Mr Eydaleine joins Etihad Airways having recently held the position of Policy Adviser on EU 

Public Affairs for the French Civil Aviation Authority. Prior to that, he held various leadership 

roles at Air France, including Permanent Representative in Brussels, and worked in senior 
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positions at Air Transportation Institute, Air Inter and also served as Civil Aviation Adviser at 

the French State Secretariat for Transport.  
 

Philippe Eydaleine said: “I’m honoured to be appointed to this key role in Europe. As Etihad 

Airways continues to build awareness and understanding within the EU about its many 

contributions to European economic growth and to EU jobs, my role will be critical in further 

strengthening the airline’s presence and partnerships within the aviation and business 

sectors.” 

 

- Ends - 

 

About Etihad Airways 

Etihad Airways began operations in 2003, and in 2014 carried 14.8 million passengers. From 

its Abu Dhabi base, Etihad Airways flies to 110 existing or announced passenger and cargo 

destinations in the Middle East, Africa, Europe, Asia, Australia and the Americas. The airline 

has a fleet of 116 Airbus and Boeing aircraft, and more than 200 aircraft on firm order, 

including 69 Boeing 787s, 25 Boeing 777-X, 62 Airbus A350s and eight Airbus A380s.  

  

Etihad Airways holds equity investments in airberlin, Air Serbia, Air Seychelles, Aer Lingus, 

Alitalia, Jet Airways, Virgin Australia, and Swiss-based Etihad Regional, operated by Darwin 

Airline. Etihad Airways, along with airberlin, Air Serbia, Air Seychelles, Alitalia, Etihad 

Regional, Jet Airways and NIKI, also participate in Etihad Airways Partners, a new brand 

that brings together like-minded airlines to offer customers more choice through improved 

networks and schedules and enhanced frequent flyer benefits.  For more information, please 

visit: www.etihad.com 

 


