EERNTE )

FOOTUSMT aadnr e

T

r_
§

University of Hawaii al Manoa

Kewale Basin Matine Marmmal Laheratao

SN e Mled cHendule Ve s e ’
- TPTEes e A O0KT - Fardieratie satgey T o vt
3 = T e 19197
; Le. Pleardo Fatlda ¢
tamdn Masrine S A, FAX: 54 252 21501
4

- oy

{75 \// Cates e

ihane you for Intormlrg ne of the killer whale stranding Ln Samborombon
Per bescl {n Mevember of 1932, and your efforts to rehat{litute the animal at
vovr tociiiey. T oawm happy to hear that the anfma! {x row Juing well,.

Tt womidd Le rexy difficult to reintraduce this whate rcegafully hack
into tre wild, tt 1r -uld he done at all Any relntreduction program would
rpgulye & tong-tern vnd expensive effort, followed by a long perlod of

wondfforing the vhale thereafter through radio-transmittsrs LI vou wish to know

the <*stus of the snimal Tn no way can {t be recommended to simply place the

~a&nfusl back into the waters near where f(f. atranded. Even with the best of
“efforts, tha outcome could ba the death of tHe anfaal.

The most extensivae studies of killer whales have heen made in Puget Sound
'n Washinglon State and near Yancouver, Canada. Thess studies reveal that
there are two types of pads--residants and transienta The res{dants can be
tound within the saze general scea from month tuo e (i aud yeatr to year. In
centrant, the transfents are only seen occasficnally wul! thelr whercabouts
¢ rrvise are generally not known. The vhale that <. ivded in Sarmborombon Bay
ans thsr is now {n your facility may well be from u translent pued.  If so, the
vhereabouts of its <ther pod membars would be unkrown, and fts reintroduction
“workd b vven more perflous. Without the aupport ot cther ped members, the
Izne orca would have {muense d{fffculty in locating e¢nd capruring prey, and may

Mrely starve or Lecome so veakaned that it would succombh to {llnesns.

\
Ftem my ow#n experfence with bottlenosed dolphius, (t is clear that without
4. txtensive retraining and reasdaptation period, deonsh {s very likely, and may
Lr preceded by a pertod of high atress. Hance, my upinicn i3 that the bLest
felslon fer the orca (n question 18 to continne to malntain it ‘at your
facility, maVing every effort to provide 1t with thae Secst possible environment,
iaving attention to {ts soclel needs and praviding 't linrctual stinulaetion as

)

well ag good physlcal care. ‘

[ «i'1 remafn verv interested {n knocwing how thinga do develop with this

avi-al.

My test régards to you and to the rest of the staft at Mundo Marino. I
ril) remes¥er the wvarm hospi{tality we recelved durlog our visie,
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