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Mom was making pancakes.

“These,” said Mouse, “are the best pancakes ever.”

“Yes,” said Charlie. “But they could still be better.”

“What would make them better?” asked Mom.

“They could be smaller,” said Charlie.
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“Smaller?” said Mom.

“They could be baby pancakes,” said Mouse. 

“Baby pancakes are special.”

“You don’t say,” said Mom.

“Ta-dah!” said Mom.

“Babies!” said Mouse.

“Babies are the best,” said Charlie.

“Mom is the best!” shouted Mouse.
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“I wonder,” said Charlie.

“What do you wonder?” asked Mom.

“I wonder if  you could maybe make a turtle?”

“A pancake turtle!” said Mouse.

“I could try,” said Mom. “I have never made a 

pancake turtle.”

“Ta-dah!” said Mom.

“Turtles!” said Mouse.

“Turtles are the best,” said Charlie.

“Mom is the best!” shouted Mouse.
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“I wonder,” said Charlie.

“What do you wonder?” asked Mom.

“I wonder if  you could maybe make a dragon?”

“A pancake dragon!” said Mouse.

“Hmmm,” said Mom. “I have never made a 

pancake dragon.”

“Ta-dah!” said Mom.

“What is THAT!” said Mouse.

“A dragon,” said Mom.
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“It does not look like a dragon,” said Charlie.

“No, it does not look like a dragon,” said Mouse.

“It is a dragon,” said Mom. “It is a dragon that 

annoyed its mother.”

“How did it annoy its mother?” asked Charlie.

“It asked for too many pancakes,” said Mom.
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Charlie and Mouse were going shopping. 

Charlie and Mouse were going shopping with Dad.

It was a secret!

“Shhhhhh!” said Charlie.
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“What do you think Mom might like for her 

birthday?” asked Dad. “Flowers? Bubble bath?”

“Yes,” said Mouse. “Mom would like those. 

Mom likes smelly things. But they are not the 

things I want to buy.”

“What do you want to buy?” asked Charlie.

“I am not sure yet,” said Mouse. “Will you help 

me think?”

“Of  course!” said Charlie.

Charlie and Mouse thought. “Hmmm.”
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“Maybe Mom would like a jewel,” said Charlie. 

“Mom likes things that sparkle.”

“That is true,” said Mouse. “But we only have 

two dollars. I think a jewel will cost more than 

two dollars.”

“Oh,” said Charlie. “Then maybe Mom would 

like a special box to keep special secrets in.  

And we will promise not to peek in it, ever.”

“Mom would like that,” said Mouse. “But I  

am not sure I can make that promise. I like  

to snoop.”

“That is a good point,” said Charlie. “I like to 

snoop, too.”
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Suddenly, Mouse stood up. “I know!” he said. 

“I know what Mom would like!”

“What?” asked Charlie.

“Tape!” said Mouse.

“Tape?” asked Charlie.

“Yes, tape,” said Mouse.

“Does Mom like tape?” asked Dad.

“Everyone likes tape,” said Mouse.

“That is true,” said Charlie.
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“Also, tape is a thing Mom can never find when 

she needs it.”

“That is also true,” said Charlie. “Tape is a very 

good idea. You are smart, Mouse.”

“I try,” said Mouse.

“Now you should wrap the present,”  

said Dad, when they got home. 
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“I want to wrap the present,” said Mouse.  

“But I do not think I can.”

“Why not?” asked Dad.

“I can’t find the tape,” said Mouse.

Dad was baking a cake.

“Can we help?” asked Charlie.

“No,” said Dad. “This is a grown-up job.  

Why don’t you make Mom a card instead?”

Charlie and Mouse made seven cards. 
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Dad was making special birthday chili.

“Can we help?” asked Mouse.

“No,” said Dad. “This is a grown-up job. Why 

don’t you go outside and pick flowers instead?”

Charlie and Mouse picked all the flowers.

Dad was washing dishes.

“Do you want to help wash dishes?” asked Dad.

“No,” said Charlie. “That is a grown-up job.” 

“Yes,” said Mouse. “That is definitely a grown-

up job. We will decorate instead.”

“That is a fine idea,” said Dad. “You do that.”
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Charlie and Mouse went to their room.

Charlie and Mouse gathered supplies.

Charlie and Mouse decorated.

“No, Mouse,” said Charlie, “the snake goes  

over here.”

“Oops!” said Mouse.

“We have to be careful,” said Charlie. “It needs 

to be just right.”

“I am always careful,” said Mouse. “Careful is 

my watchword.”

“Now we are finished,” said Charlie. 

“Yes,” said Mouse. “Now we are finished. 

But it could still be better.”
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The cake was burnt.

The house was smoky.

“What will we do?” asked Mouse. 

“Let me think,” said Charlie.

“Think fast!” said Dad. “Mom will be home soon!”

“What would make it better?” asked Charlie.

“If  it was not so smoky,” said Mouse.
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Charlie thought fast.

“I have an idea!” said Charlie. “But Dad will have 

to help me turn on the stove.”

“What is the idea?” asked Dad.

“No time to explain!” said Charlie. “Come on!”

“What about me?” asked Mouse. “What will I do?”

“You will distract Mom,” said Charlie. “All by 

yourself. Can you do it?”

Mouse nodded. “I am up to the task!”
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Charlie and Dad went away.

Mouse got ready. Mom came home. 

“Why, hello, Mom,” said Mouse.

“Why, hello, Mouse,” said Mom. 

“How was your day?” asked Mouse.

“It was . . . nice,” said Mom. “How was your day?”

“It was . . . eventful,” said Mouse.
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“Oh, my,” said Mom. “You will have to tell me 

all about that.”

“Later,” said Mouse. “After you sit on the couch 

and hug me for four minutes.”

“I am always happy to give you a hug,”  

said Mom. “But why four minutes?”

“I have my reasons,” said Mouse.

“Fair enough,” said Mom.

Mom sat down.

Mom gave Mouse a hug.
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Until the door swung open.

And in came Charlie with a plate! 

“Ta-dah!” said Charlie.

“Ta-dah!” said Mouse and Dad.

“Wow!” said Mom. “What a surprise!” 

“Surprises are the best,” said Charlie.

“Mom is the best!” shouted Mouse.

35
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“It’s true,” said Charlie. “Mom is the best.”

“Yes,” said Mouse. “But she could still be better.”

“What would make her better?” asked Charlie. 

“I do not know,” said Mouse. “But she will think  

of  something. She always does.”
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