
Can the UK Cope 
With PTT ?



2016 UK Plastic Packaging Recycling Data

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 2016 Total

Plastic 247,129 266,762 253,837 247,260 1,014,988

UK 
Tonnes

78,400 85,900 85,800 81600 331,700

UK % 32% 32% 34% 33% 32.6%

UK Plastic Packaging Arisings and Recycling Data

UK Plastic 
Packaging Arisings

Total
(k tonnes)

Rigid
(k tonnes) 

Film 
(k tonnes)

Consumer 1,534 1,119 414

Non Consumer 726 378 348

Total 2,260 1,497 763

2017
51% business target

44% recycling
1000kt to be recycled

2020
57% business target

48% recycling
1085kt recycled

From 1,119kt Rigid consumer 
Plastic Packaging;    

594kt  Bottles     
525kt PTT

from UK Plasflow report
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UK based vs total plastic packaging reprocessing



Recyclability By Design
• Guidelines for Packaging Technologists and 

Developers who use plastic packaging

• More interest in recyclability considerations

• Next update will be released in September

• EU review and alignment options

Free download from www.recoup.org

• Pack Recyclability Reviews





Co-op 
Commitment To 
Improving Pack 

Recyclability

Protein Packaging Changes

• Moved all red meat MAP packs to clear 
monomaterial aPET.

• Moved cooked meats out of PVC and 
progressively moving to clear monomaterial
aPET.

• Moved turkey to clear monomaterial aPET.
• Moving fresh salmon and smoked mackerel 

to uncoloured PP skinpack.
• Moving fishcakes, and breaded and 

battered fish to clear monomaterial aPET.
• Moved kievs and breaded chicken to clear 

monomaterial aPET.
• Retained PP for chicken and pork.

https://blog.coop.co.uk/2
016/11/23/tipping-point/



500kt of household plastics packaging collected 
for recycling from UK households

Household Plastics Collection Survey

From 160kt PTT;

50% - 60%          PET
25% - 40%    PP / PE / PO

2% - 5%            PS
1% - 2%           PVC

340kt bottles
160kt PTT



Consumer Behaviour

79% use OPRL to some 
extent – either often or 

occasionally

http://www.recoup.org/p/281/pledge-4-plastics-consumer-insight-summary



How Acceptable Are Different 
Options For Consumers   



Plastic Recycling Chain Evolution

Collection MRF / Bulking Plastic Sorting Bottles
PET / HDPE / PP 

Non 
Packaging

PTT  
PP/ PS / PET / PVC

Films 

Plastic to Fuel 
Applications



Recycled Plastic Products From PP 
pots and trays



A Word on Quality

 Growth of kerbside schemes and separate  collection of  recyclables has significantly 
increased  material recovery rates

 Aware that paper, steel, aluminium and plastic bottle reprocessors have noted that 
there has been, in many cases, a reduction in quality mainly as a result of 
contamination by other material types – plastic is often mentioned.

MRF input tonnages have dramatically increased in some cases by a factor of x3 and 
some have been unable to maintain previous quality levels

 In other cases the sorting facility has been required to handle more material 
fractions entering the MRF with often limited ability to deal with the additional 
material stream(s)

 The density of collected material entering the MRF has increased as collection 
vehicles are able to compress materials and reducing the efficiency of 2D and 3D 
sorting systems 

(from 2007)



4.2m viewers



Summary
Need to ;

• Stop talking about PTT as a fraction
• Create the value chain for PET pots and trays
• Understand how rationalisation and new developments will 

impact the market
• Find a way to create the EPR platform and infrastructure to 

support increased PTT recycling
• Encourage use of post consumer recycled content
• Champion quality and market transparency
• Be able to robustly defend plastics and plastics recycling
• Understand what we are aiming for in the longer term



Stuart Foster
Chief Executive Officer

Tel: 01733 390021
E-mail: stuart.foster@recoup.org
Website : www.recoup.org

Recoup_uk
@recycleplastics

Stuart Foster

mailto:maureen.goodyear@recoup.org
http://www.recoup.org/
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