Press Release - August 4th 2017

PROFOUND NAMED KOREA'’S BEST STARTUP AT SEEDSTARS SEOUL

On August 3rd during Seedstars Seoul, Profound won the Korea round of Seedstars World and
will represent the country at the Seedstars Summit in Switzerland to compete for up to USD 1
million in equity investment.

Seoul, Korea, August 4th 2017 - Seedstars World, the global seed-stage startup competition for emerging
markets and fast-growing startup scenes brought its Korea round to a successful close during Seedstars
Seoul. The event took place this Wednesday at D.CAMP, and eight selected startups were invited to
present their ideas in front of the local jury panel.

The local winner, Profound, was selected the best startup in Korea for its marketplace connecting
consultants and industry experts with clients in need of spot and project consulting solution. As a part of
the prize, Profound will be participating at Seedstars Summit, taking place in Switzerland in April 2018, a
weeklong training program with the opportunity to meet the other 65 winners, as well as investors and
mentors from around the world. Traditionally, the final day of the Summit will be dedicated to pitching in
front of audience of 1000 attendees, with the possibility of winning up to the USD 1 million equity
investment.

Rootee Health with its a wearable fundus camera and accompanying software to analyze the eye for early
signs of disease came second and Allb, a wearable for babies that alerts parents via their smartphones
as to the baby’s vitals, that is primarily intended to avoid Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, grabbed the last
spot in the top 3. The other startups invited to pitch were BluePrintLab, Jobfinder, SPRYFIT, TagHive and
ThekFit.

The eight startups pitched in front of a prestigious jury, including Jury member name and companies, who
had a hard choice to make. The jury consisted of Nathan Millard from G3 Partners, Yong-Moon Kim from
Tandem Investors, Siwan Kim from D.CAMP, Gin Hyeon from Ascan, and Adriana Collini from Seedstars.

Seedstars Seoul also featured speaker Doyeon Pi, CEO and founder of Piquant, who won the Seedstars
competition in Seoul last year and was awarded “most innovative startup” at the Seedstars Global Summit
in Switzerland by Hublot. The local Ambassador of Seedstars World, Nathan Millard, organized the event
with Seedstars World’s local partners G3 Partners. Further support was provided by D.CAMP and
BrewDog. The event attracted interest from over 60, and over 70.

On a regional level, Seedstars is also partnered with the Merck Accelerator, in order to support
seed-stage companies in Korea, and across Asia and Africa with a focus on the fields of healthcare, life
science and performance materials. The most promising HealthTech startups will receive office space in
the Merck Innovation Center in Kenya or Germany, mentoring and coaching on a regular basis and
financial support of up to €50,000.

Continuing on its world tour of startup scenes in emerging markets and fast-growing startup scenes,


https://www.tag-hive.com/
https://www.jobfindr.com/
https://thefitshoes.com/
http://www.seedstarsworld.com/
https://accelerator.merckgroup.com/
http://www.piquant.asia/
http://myallb.com/
https://spryf.it/
http://www.rooteehealth.com/
http://g3partners.asia/
https://www.profound.guru/
http://dcamp.kr/
https://www.brewdog.com/
https://www.blueprint-lab.com/

Seedstars World’s next stop is Shanghai, to select the best startup in China. Seedstars World is looking
for smart startups that solve regional issues and/or develop profitable products for the global market.

About Seedstars
"They tried to bury us, they didn’t know we were seeds." - Mexican proverb

Seedstars is a Swiss based group of companies which has the goal of impacting people’s lives in
emerging markets through technology and entrepreneurship. Seedstars connects stakeholders
within these ecosystems, builds companies from scratch with public and private partners and invests in
high growth startups. Through different activities of startup scouting, company building and acceleration
programs, the team has now access to entrepreneurs, investors, incubators, corporations and
government officials from 75+ countries. The Seedstars group includes:

- Seedstars World, a worldwide startup competition, sourcing in 75+ emerging markets the top talent from
these regions

- Seedstars Growth, a three month virtual acceleration program

- Seedspace a network of coworking and co-living spaces now in 25+ countries

- Seedstars Academy, a six months program to train aspiring local entrepreneurs to build sustainable
businesses, currently running in Nigeria and Ivory Coast
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