 Perfect Clarity: Glass Conference Rooms and Huddle Spaces 
Tuned to Acoustic Perfection by WSDG

Research points to growing market for purpose-designed huddle rooms for video conferencing

Zurich, Switzerland, August 13, 2019 — Global acoustic consulting and audio-visual integration firm WSDG has just announced the completion of work on a series of futuristic glass conference and huddle rooms for a top Zurich-based firm, who have asked to remain anonymous. Designed by architect Nadja Zürcher (www.nadjazuercher.com) in cooperation with Vera Gloor AG (www.veragloor.ch), the visually striking transparent spaces are designed for the modern workspace with full A/V integration and meticulous acoustic treatment to ensure superior speech intelligibility and a calm, echo-free conversational environment for video conferencing purposes. 
[image: ]
According to a recent article in UC Today*, huddle rooms such as these currently handle approximately 8.1% of all video meetings and are poised to represent almost 70% of all video conferencing by 2022. With Wainhouse Research estimating approximately 50 million huddle rooms in existence globally, they are quickly becoming an integral part of modern office infrastructure and market need is pushing architects to design innovative spaces to meet the increased demand. 

Zürcher’s vision for glass enclosed huddle and conference rooms was there from the beginning, to ensure that the rooms would be aesthetically pleasing as well as take advantage of natural light sources, but she was aware of the danger of any glass-heavy space becoming an echo-chamber. WSDG had been a frequent partner of Zürcher’s on previous projects, and the firm’s acoustic engineering know-how would ensure calm, quiet environments with superior speech intelligibility. 

“When helping to design these spaces it was important to us that we give people who would be using these rooms a comfortable space to hold meetings with the best possible sound quality,” said WSDG Senior Acoustician Gabriel Hauser. “Making sure that the glass walls weren’t parallel and that we were using appropriate materials to dissipate sound were key to this process.” 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack]The two large conference rooms are 430 ft2/39.9 m2 apiece and feature very efficient sound-absorptive curtains and ceiling materials in order to achieve the desired acoustic environment. In addition to the conference spaces there are several smaller huddle rooms – designed for more private meetings involving 2-3 people – that are 160 ft2/14.8 m2 and benefit from the same treatment. All of the spaces also use a heavily absorptive 4-inch-thick metal cooling ceiling to ensure that the spaces are comfortable from a temperature standpoint as well as a sonic one. Finally, all of the rooms are full integrated with A/V equipment for presenting and video conferencing.

“Having improved speech intelligibility in the room benefits the people inside the room as well as people connecting to them remotely,” explained WSDG Senior AV Systems Engineer Michael Chollet. “Good room acoustics obviously benefit the local side, but they are even more relevant for the remote end in a video conferencing session as the echo-cancelling algorithms can work better resulting in much improved audio quality – which is the most critical communication path in any video conference.”

[image: ]In addition to these rooms, WSDG also specified acoustic treatments for the open-plan office spaces that take up the rest of the floor. “It’s a very inspiring place to work,” concluded Hauser. “The glass rooms and open office plan allows for a lot of natural light, and our acoustic treatments make it a very calm, quiet and efficient place to get your work done.”   



For more information on WSDG, visit https://wsdg.com/

*Source: UC Today, “Huddle Room Statistics” – January 14, 2019
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