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Yasin is a 9-year-old boy from Afghanistan, who visits the MSF pediatric clinic once a week with his father Mohtar, to consult with a child psychologist. He suffers from nightmares and is constantly afraid that something bad will happen to him in Moria. When he grows up, he wants “to help children like his psychologist” in the MSF pediatric clinic that is located right across from Moria. Yasin lives in a makeshift shelter in the olive grove, with his 3-year-old brother and their parents. 
“We arrived to Lesbos in October 2019”, says Yasin’s 31-year-old father, Mohtar. “Within the first two weeks of our stay in Moria I started to notice a change in Yasin’s behaviour. He was suffering from nightmares and every night he would wake up in the middle of the night screaming. His worst nightmare is that someone is chasing after him and attacks him. 
As time went by, he started doing things I can’t explain. Recently he stole something from our neighbours and when I explained that this is not correct, and he should not do it again, he replied that ‘everyone here is stealing’. Lately, he is obsessed with the idea that he must carry a knife on him. He believes that he can only be safe if he has a knife. He asks me why everyone in this place is trying to harm each other.”
According to Mohtar the situation in the camp has become unbearable since the restriction of movement imposed on the camp due to Covid-19. “The tensions have increased dramatically and there is much more violence since the lockdown, and the worst part is that even children cannot escape from it anymore. The only thing I could do before to help my son was to take him away from Moria; for a walk or to swim in the sea, in a calm place. Now we are trapped. The only thing that makes him feel safe is when we are at the MSF clinic, but after his consultation when we go back to the camp, his behaviour changes again. For us, Moria is the worst virus, not Covid-19.”
A few days ago, the family were granted a residence permit and the asylum service notified them that they have to leave the camp and go to Athens within 30 days. Yasin often asks his parents when they will go to Athens and when he can go to school, but Mohtar is worried that the situation there will be even worse.
“My friends and relatives that have already moved to the big city are telling me that it is worse than Moria. We don’t have a place to stay and I do not receive cash assistance anymore. How can I go to Athens? We will live in the street. People have told me that they sleep in Victoria Square and that often the police is pushing them away.”
Mohtar has tried to find English and Greek courses while in Lesbos, as he knows that without the language, it will be impossible to find a job. However, until now he has been unable to find language classes.
“I have no idea what I should do now. I have nothing here. I want to tell the Greek Government and Europe that the reason why I am here is because my country failed to protect me and my children. If you watch the news now about what is happening in Afghanistan, you will see that my country is not safe – children and families are being killed in bomb attacks all the time. We came here to save our children and offer them a better future, but we need your help.”
