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ETIHAD AIRWAYS ANNOUNCES DAILY SERVICE TO PHUKET  
 

Etihad Airways, the national airline of the United Arab Emirates, will expand its network in South 

East Asia with the launch of a non-stop daily service between Abu Dhabi and Phuket. 

 

Phuket is the largest island in Thailand and has emerged as one of the world’s most popular 

destinations for both holidays and retirement. Located in the Andaman Sea, tourists flock to the 

island for its pristine natural beaches and year-round sunshine.  

 

The new route will launch on 26 October 2014 using two-class Airbus A330-200 aircraft, with 22 

Pearl Business seats and 240 Coral Economy seats. The flights have been scheduled to 

provide optimal connectivity between Phuket and key markets across Europe and the GCC.  

 

Phuket will become the second destination in Thailand to be served by Etihad Airways, and the 

seventh in South East Asia, alongside Bangkok, Singapore, Manila, Kuala Lumpur, Ho Chi Minh 

City and Jakarta. 

 

James Hogan, President and Chief Executive Officer of Etihad Airways, said: “We have a very 

successful track record in Thailand. The capital city, Bangkok, has ranked as our most popular 

route for the past four years, with 742,759 passengers flown in 2013 alone. Expanding our 

reach in the country with a daily service to Phuket is therefore natural progression. 

 

"The island is a strong addition to Etihad Airways’ leisure portfolio and we will offer attractive 

arrival and departure times, with seamless connections to 25 European and GCC cities. This 

includes daily connections from London, Manchester, Berlin, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Munich and 

Paris, in addition to key GCC markets such as Bahrain, Doha, Muscat, Kuwait and Riyadh.” 

 

Phuket is the ninth route to be announced by Etihad Airways in 2014. Services commenced to 

Medina on 1 February, and will be followed by Jaipur (1 April), Los Angeles (1 June), Zurich (1 

June), Yerevan (2 July), Rome (15 July), Perth (15 July), Phuket (26 October) and Dallas (3 

December).  
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Flights to Phuket can be booked from today on www.etihad.com, through Etihad Airways 

Contact Centres, or via travel agents. 

 

Etihad Airways schedule for Phuket route, effective October 26, 2014: 

Flight # Origin Departs Destination Arrives Frequency Aircraft 

EY430 
Abu Dhabi 

(AUH) 
08:45 

Phuket 

(HKT) 
18:00 Daily A330-200 

EY431 
Phuket 

(HKT) 
20:25 

Abu Dhabi 

(AUH) 
00:25 +1 Daily A330-200 

 

Note: All in local time 

 

- Ends - 

 

About Etihad Airways 

Etihad Airways, the national airline of the United Arab Emirates, began operations in 2003, and 

in 2013 carried nearly 12 million passengers. From its hub at Abu Dhabi International Airport, 

Etihad Airways offers flights to 102 passenger and cargo destinations in the Middle East, Africa, 

Europe, Asia, Australia and the Americas, with a fleet of 91 Airbus and Boeing aircraft.  The 

airline has more than 220 aircraft on firm order, including 71 Boeing 787 Dreamliners, 25 Boeing 

777-X, 62 Airbus A350s, and 10 Airbus A380s, the world’s largest passenger aircraft. Etihad 

Airways also holds equity investments in airberlin, Air Seychelles, Virgin Australia, Aer Lingus 

and Jet Airways.  Subject to regulatory approvals, Etihad Airways will acquire 49 per cent of Air 

Serbia and 33.3 per cent of Darwin Airline in Q1 2014. For more information, please visit: 

www.etihad.com  

 


