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Over the past three years, Start it @kbc has been a pioneer in many different areas. With the Bumpy Road 
sessions, we confronted the taboo subject of ‘failure’, and explained why it is sometimes a necessary part 
of success. Via the Buy From Start-ups programme, we helped start-ups to connect with corporate cus-
tomers. We taught start-ups how to pitch their company to potential buyers and investors. And in 2017 
we will continue to fulfil the role of pioneer in new ways.

•	 We will be setting up a Boardroom where the start-ups have to report on their progress after 
three months. On the one hand this will help start-ups to prepare for their own board. It is very 
important for start-ups to be able to clearly present your main challenges and focus areas for the 
coming months. On the other hand, it gives the mentors an opportunity to evaluate the pro-
gress and commitment of the start-ups. In the Boardroom, the start-ups are given clear feedback 
and find out if they can continue to use the resources offered by Start it @kbc, such as mentors, 
coaches, workshops, events, etc.

	 Start it @kbc and its partners also want to attract more female entrepreneurs into the start-up 
scene in 2017. We are inviting female entrepreneurs to submit their innovative business propos-
als via www.startit.be. Proposals are welcome that are still at the ideation stage, but also from 
businesses that want to make an existing business scalable. During intensive bootcamps, they 
will learn how to pitch their business and be able to share knowledge and experience with other 
entrepreneurs.

	 Start it @kbc will also be launching a new corporate venturing service for large companies in 
2017. Internal innovation teams will now be able to make use of the expertise, training courses, 
networks, and facilities of Start it @kbc in the same way as start-ups. This will allow businesses to 
give their enterprising staff the tools they need to develop innovations and prepare them for the 
market.

Here are some important dates in our calendar: 

•	 30 March – Demo Day (Brussels): 15 selected start-ups get the chance to present their business in 
true Silicon Valley style to an audience of entrepreneurs, investors, and mentors.

•	 April (Antwerp): Bootcamp for female entrepreneurs.

•	 5 May: Second Pitch Day 2017

•	 10 October: Third Pitch Day 2017

AGENDA FOR 2017
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Start it @kbc supports and promotes innovative and scalable entrepreneurship and, with 477 start-ups, it 
is the largest start-up community in Belgium.

The community establishes partnerships with organisations and companies that are equally committed 
to fostering entrepreneurship. In doing so, Start it @kbc is building an ecosystem and dynamic network 
of start-ups, scale-ups, incubators, accelerators, experts, experienced (internal and external) entrepre-
neurs, venture capitalists, etc.

Start it @kbc continuously evolves, expands and optimises its training, tutoring and event services in 
co-creation with the start-ups. They can take advantage of extensive coaching as part of the Start IT 
Academy, a unique training programme tailored to meet the needs of young companies. They receive 
coaching in a number of areas: sales, how to get funding, marketing, team formation, etc. Through sto-
rytelling they also learn how to pitch their business to an audience of potential customers and investors. 
Start it @kbc helps start-ups to get in touch with their first reference customers by using the Buy from 
Start-ups programme to match them with established companies.

Start it @kbc has hubs in Antwerp, Ghent, Hasselt, Leuven, Kortrijk and Brussels, and is taking the concept 
beyond the Belgian border to the rest of Europe and the United States. Start it @kbc is working with the 
US incubator Techstars, the Belgian-American Chamber of Commerce BelCham, and the export agency 
FIT.

Start it @kbc’s strategic partners are Accenture, joyn, Cronos, Flanders DC, Imec, KBC, Mobile Vikings, 
Telenet Kickstart and a number of local academic partners. In addition, start-ups can count on a growing 
number of mentors and partners with tons of experience, a huge network, a business location, etc. These 
partners all embrace the Pay it Forward philosophy, and everyone who gains knowledge also shares it 
with others.

Start-ups with an innovative and scalable business idea can submit this idea all year round via the Start it 
@kbc website. Three times a year, selected start-up founders can present their idea before a professional 
jury at the Start it @kbc PitchDays.

For more information, please visit www.startit.be.

START IT @KBC: 
AN ECOSYSTEM OF START-UPS, SCALE-UPS, ESTABLISHED COMPANIES,  
COACHES AND INVESTORS
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20 November 2013 – Spurred on by founders Lode Uytterschaut and Katrien Dewijn-
gaert, Accenture, Cronos, Flanders DC, KBC, Mobile Vikings and the University of Ant-
werp launch a brand-new incubator to provide assistance and support to start-ups: 
Start it @kbc. Their objective? To support innovative and scalable entrepreneurship, 
thereby strengthening the Belgian economy. A unique project in a unique location! 
Within just three weeks, no fewer than 96 companies were vying for a spot at Start it 
@kbc.

29 January 2014 – The first 28 start-ups take up residence on seven floors of the 
Boerentoren in Antwerp.

15 February 2014 – Digital research centre iMinds joins as a Start it @kbc strategic 
partner. Start it @kbc also enters into a supporting partnership with startups.be and 
BetaGroup to give an additional boost to innovative entrepreneurship in Belgium.

THREE YEARS OF START IT @KBC:  
A BRIEF HISTORY
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10 March 2014 – As a result of the great success, and driven by Mobile Vikings, Start 
it @kbc opens a second hub at the Corda Campus in Hasselt.

21 October 2014 – Start it @kbc Leuven opens. Start-ups from all across Flemish Bra-
bant can now come to the KBC offices near the railway station.

March 2015 – The number of registrations increases after every wave of pitches. With 
almost 180 start-ups, Start it @kbc is now officially the largest start-up community in 
Belgium.

13 July 2015 – Launch of the Start it @kbc Academy, a unique and comprehensive 
training programme tailored to meet the needs of start-up entrepreneurs. Experi-
enced mentors coach the start-ups in various areas: business plans, finance, sales, 
marketing, communication, etc.

15 September 2015 – Brussels duly followed suit. Start it @kbc Brussels opens its 
doors in the heart of the European District. The community now comprises more than 
30 different nationalities. Start it @kbc renews its partnership with tech community 
BetaGroup.

14 October 2015 – Kick-off event The Spirit of the Valley, powered by Start it @kbc, 
by Peter Hinssen, Steven Van Belleghem and Harry Demey. Hundreds of start-ups pay 
a visit to the hubs in Brussels, Ghent, Hasselt and Antwerp to find out what they can 
learn from the Valley.

8 December 2015 – Start it @kbc opens its doors in Ghent with a memorable fast 
pitch night. The start-ups that were previously located in the same building as Start it 
@kbc’s partner iMinds move to the Cronos buildings on the Lousbergskaai.

16 December 2015 – Opening of Start it @kbc Kortrijk, the 6th Start it @kbc hub. 
Start-up specialist Omar Mohout launches his book on the Belgian start-up landscape 
(Het Belgische Start-uplandschap) and gets into the ring with mayor Vincent Van 
Quickenborne and Kamagurka in front of a crowd of West-Flemish start-ups.

January 2016 – Launch of Buy From Start-ups; Start it @kbc rolls out this structural 
programme to match start-ups with established companies. A first reference custom-
er opens doors to other customers and makes it easier to get funding.

THREE YEARS OF START IT @KBC:  
A BRIEF HISTORY
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11 April 2016 – As part of the Be Bold in New York (# BBNY16) concept, Start it @kbc, 
Telenet Kickstart and Startups.be head to New York with 16 promising start-ups. On 
the agenda: workshops at Google, Spotify and HBO, among others, pitches at Tech-
stars and other accelerators, visits to FIT and Belcham, etc. An eye-opener for start-
ups.

10 May 2016 – Start it @kbc takes international mindedness to the next level. The 
American accelerator Techstars and Start it @kbc enter into a structural partnership. 
#BBNY and Techstars teach Start it @kbc the importance of a good pitch. The idea of 
advanced pitching workshops begins to take shape.

31 May 2016 – Telenet Kickstart and Start it @kbc become strategic partners. The 
collaboration further expands the Start it @kbc Academy and offers start-ups digital 
expertise and a broad international network.

23 August 2016 – Start it @kbSea opens its doors to more than 100 start-ups and 
coaches. They take up temporary residence at the Kursaal Oostende and combine 
numerous workshops with work, sun, sea and sand.

7 October 2016 – Pitch Day! The Start it @kbc community continues to grow and 
numbers more than 430 start-ups. The community is surrounded by a growing net-
work of coaches, businesses and investors.

15 November 2016 – Imec, a world leader in nanoelectronics and the application 
thereof in the Internet of Things, becomes a strategic partner of Start it @kbc. Start-
ups now have access to high-tech expertise, know-how and infrastructure.

30 November 2016 – Demo Day. To mark the 3-year anniversary of Start it @kbc, 15 
of the most promising start-ups pitch their business idea to an audience of 300 cap-
tains of industry, investors and other entrepreneurs.

7 February 2017 - Start it @kbc holds its official presentation of the first wave of 38 
start-ups in 2017. The incubator launches the Start it Boardroom, takes specific action 
to attract more female entrepreneurs, and launches its corporate venturing service for 
large companies.
 

THREE YEARS OF START IT @KBC:  
A BRIEF HISTORY
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MEET THE FOUNDERS
The founders of Start it @kbc, Lode Uytterschaut and Katrien De Wijngaert, both 
have a background in architecture, but they first got to know each other when they 
were working as colleagues at KBC. In just seven years, Katrien worked her way up 
to become Head of Product and Web Design at KBC, while Lode became the chief 
strategist for Direct Channels. Alongside his career at KBC, he was also running two 
businesses of his own.

In 2012 they presented their idea to Erik Luts, Senior General Manager at KBC. To-
gether, they developed the concept further, and KBC management immediately 
gave them the go-ahead – provided they could find partners to help set up the pro-
ject. Cronos, Mobile Vikings, Accenture and the University of Antwerp saw the poten-
tial of the idea and put their weight behind the new incubator, which was launched 
in November 2013 under the name Start it @kbc.

LODE UYTTERSCHAUT & KATRIEN DEWIJNGAERT
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Want more information about Start it @kbc?  
Or would you like to do an interview with one of the start-ups? Please contact:

Saar Dietvorst  | startit@contentcats.be | +32 468 19 75 07
Start it @kbc | startit@kbc.be  |  +32 3 202 95 17

Want to stay up-to-date with news and developments at Start it @kbc  
and the start-ups in the community? Subscribe here to our press list.

Click here to access our press room.

Click here for logos and images of Start it @kbc.

PRESS ENQUIRIES

Start it @kbc ON

PARTNERS START IT @KBC
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