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Thales supports France with CONTACT tactical radio  

at NATO’s largest interoperability exercise 
 

The CONTACT software-defined radios were put through their paces at the Coalition Warrior 

Interoperability Exercise (CWIX) from 7-25 June 2021. This annual exercise, which involves 22 

nations across 10 time zones, is a major opportunity for Thales to demonstrate the maturity 

and interoperability of its latest solutions.  

 

 
             ©NATO/JFTC 

 

The Coalition Warrior Interoperability Exercise (CWIX) is the largest interoperability event of its kind, 

providing an opportunity for NATO and partner nations to test interoperability between their armed 

forces and ensure the readiness and resilience of the communication and information systems they 

deploy.  

 

During the exercise, three CONTACT NCT-t (for Noeud de Communications Tactiques – terrestres or 

tactical land communication node) radios were connected to a variety of different networks and 30 tests 

were conducted with other nations with a view to developing the latest NATO standards. 

 

The CONTACT radios, developed under the management of the General Armament Directorate (the 

general contractor), are designed to accommodate NATO waveforms with the appropriate levels of 

security and meet the specifications of Europe’s ESSOR (European Secure SOftware-defined Radio) 

programme.  
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The exercise was an opportunity to demonstrate the maturity and interoperability of Thales radio and 

encryption solutions, in particular in terms of security, data rates and latency, as well as new 

deployment concepts for coalition operations.  

 

These radios (called SYNAPS for export) are designed to accommodate the requirements of 

international markets. They have in particular already been ordered by Belgium to equip the Belgian 

Army. 

 
 

About Thales  

Thales (Euronext Paris: HO) is a global high technology leader investing in digital and “deep tech” 
innovations – connectivity, big data, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity and quantum technology 
– to build a future we can all trust, which is vital to the development of our societies. The Group 
provides solutions, services and products that help its customers –businesses, organisations and 
states – in the defence, aeronautics, space, transportation and digital identity and security 
markets to fulfil their critical missions, by placing humans at the heart of the decision-making 
process.  

Thales has 81,000 employees in 68 countries. In 2020 the Group generated sales of €17 billion. 
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