FLEMISH
MASTERS
2018-2020

Facebook

attn. Mark Zuckerberg

1 Hacker Way

Menlo Park, California 94025 - USA

2\ Flanders
(¥

State of the Art

19t July 2018
Cultural censorship by Facebook

Dear Mr Zuckerberg,

Indecent. This is the word used to describe the breasts, buttocks and cherubs of
Peter Paul Rubens. Not by us, but by you.

The bare breasts and buttocks painted by our artist are considered by you to be inappro-
priate. We have noticed that Facebook consistently rejects works of art by our beloved Peter
Paul Rubens.

Even though we secretly have to laugh about it, your cultural censorship is making life rather
difficult for us. After all, we want to use your platform to promote both our Flemish Masters
as well as Flanders as the perfect place to discover their works of art. Because art lovers use
Facebook too. And because you have made it possible for us to reach out to art lovers on
different continents.

Perhaps it would be a good idea to meet up for coffee? We can then discuss how best

to showcase our Flemish Masters on your platform, giving them a place that they deserve.
Because, as you probably know, art brings people together, just like social media does.

If Peter Paul Rubens had created a Facebook account in his lifetime, he would have had
an extraordinary number of people following his fan page.

Are you willing to help us think of a solution to this problem? That way, everyone in the
world can marvel at the magnificent brushstrokes made by Rubens and our other Flemish
Masters.

If you can, we will gladly swap that coffee for a refreshing Belgian beer. We hope to hear
from you soon,

VISITFLANDERS supported by a network of museums and cultural institutions

Peter De Wilde, CEO VISITFLANDERS | Ben Van Beneden, Director Rubens House | Prof. Dr. Manfred Sellink,
General Director and Head Curator, Royal Museum of Fine Arts Antwerp | Till-Holger Borchert, Director Musea

of Bruges | Prof. Dr. Jan Van der Stock, Full Professor Faculty of Arts - KU Leuven | Paul Dujardin, Chief
Executive Officer — Artistic Director Bozar | Marieke D’Hooghe, co-ordinator Monumental Churches Antwerp |
Dieter Vankeirsbilck, Business Director M HKA | Alexandra De Poorter, General Director a.i, Royal Museums

of Art and History | Ludo Collin, Canon Saint Bavo's Cathedral | Elviera Velghe, Director FOMU | Hildegard

Van de Velde, Curator The Snijders&Rockox House | Luk Vanackere, Director Gaasbeek Castle | Peter Wouters,
Director Openbaar Kunstbezit Vlaanderen | Sigrid Bosmans, artistic director | Anouk Stulens, managing director,
Museum Hof van Busleyden | Lukasweb, Art in Flanders | Geertrui Vankerkhoven, Curator MOU | Michel Draguet,
Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium | Dr. Sabine Haag, Director General Kunsthistorisches Museum Wien |

Christa Zaat, Virtual Curator and President of Female Artists in History.

VISITFLANDERS



