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The Great Debaters of Brooklyn Tech
The venerable high school's debate team is prepping for a state tournament
on Friday and Saturday.

By McCarton Ackerman (Open Post) (/users/mccarton-ackerman)
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Brooklyn Tech's powerhouse debate team is on the verge of its biggest challenge

yet: a tournament that will be the biggest war of words since Abraham Lincoln

laid the smack down on Stephen Douglas.

The showdown begins Friday at Brooklyn Tech, and the team of 35 students from

grades 9-12 is frantically brushing up on foreign policy in preparation for debate

over whether the US should withdraw troops from foreign countries.

“We've been winning a few of our recent debates pretty convincingly, to the point

that we made some of the players on one team cry aftewards," said sophomore

Mohammed Hussain.

The students have been practicing three days per week since October, covering

every angle on the US' military presence abroad, and even learning how to

effectively sidestep questions from the opposing team.

"I guess you could say sidestepping questions is somewhat Palin-esque, but I

think they do a better job at it," said Adam Stevens, coach for the Brooklyn Tech

debate team.

In addition, the team has traveled to 15 debate tournaments throughout the city

since the season began on October 30, with several pairs racking up first and

second place finishes.

“It’s gotten to the point that I literally can’t go with them to every single one that

they want to enter,” said Stevens. “They want to compete and they want to do the

work it takes to compete at that level. Their work ethic is truly incredible to me.”

The debate team at Brooklyn Tech have also taken their skills in argument outside

of the tournament realm, sparring with a slightly easier foe: parishioners from

the radical, Kansas-based, Westboro Baptist Church (http://fort-

greene.thelocal.nytimes.com/2009/09/24/students-turn-out-and-westboro-

leaves/), who staged an anti-gay rally outside of the school in September 2009

(http://fort-greene.thelocal.nytimes.com/2009/09/24/dueling-protests-at-
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brooklyn-tech/). According to Stevens, the students bested the hate-mongers,

who claim — among other nonsense — that September 11 and the Iraq War are

a direct result of the tolerance of homosexuality.

“The bulk of the work that my students do revolves around imaginary advocacy

and not actual public advocacy,” said Stevens. “For them to be so critical in

galvanizing the public response to the Westboro Baptist Church made me

incredibly proud. No matter what happens in the tournament, accomplishments

like that are the real victory for me.” 

Over 35 schools will be participating in the tournament this weekend, which all

qualified by finishing in the top 15 percent of at least one previous tournament.

The New York State Debate Coaches Association tournament starts at 3:00 p.m.

on Friday and will run all day on Saturday. A schedule of debates for each day can

be found in the Brooklyn Tech cafeteria.

Click the photos to the right to learn more about a few of our Great Debaters.

PHOTO GALLERY
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1 Cops: Drunk Man Driving Street Sweeper Flees Police on Southern State

2 Did She Say Yes? Rare SoCal Snowstorm Prompts This Beautiful Wedding
Proposal Story [PHOTO]

3 iPhone Thief Eludes Capture by Running into Corn Maze

4 Teen Missing in Naugatuck Last Seen Leaving Home with Unknown Male

5 Conjoined Twins Survive 1st Surgery
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TOP NEWS NEW YORK

Mario Cuomo, Former New York Governor, Dead at 82 (/new-
york/chappaqua/mario-cuomo-former-ny-governor-dead-82)

He is the father of NY Gov. Andrew Cuomo, the Chappaqua resident who

was sworn in earlier today to a second term.

Police: Drunk Man Steals Cab With 5 People Inside in Wantagh (/new-
york/wantagh/police-drunk-man-steals-cab-5-people-inside-wantagh)

Man arrested shortly after incident early New Year's Day, police say.

Huntington Woman Suing Airline After Arrest Over Seat Change (/new-
york/huntington/huntington-woman-who-was-arrested-flight-suing-airline-0)

A flight to Alaska turned into a harrowing journey, according to reports.

Police Say Peeping Tom Posted Internet Photos (/new-york/ossining/police-
say-peeping-tom-posted-internet-photos)
New York State Police allege a Hudson man took nude photos of a woman from outside her

home and shared them online.
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TOP NEWS USA

Harrison Town Justice Accused of Driving Drunk after NYC Party (/new-

york/harrison/harrison-town-justice-accused-driving-drunk-after-nyc-party-

0)

He allegedly tried to use his position to get out of the charge.

Watch: Taylor Swift Surprises Fans with Gifts

(/connecticut/northhaven/watch-taylor-swift-surprises-fans-gifts)

Taylor Swift recently released an extended video chronicling her gift-giving,

including a surprise visit to a Connecticut family.

Update: Teen Missing in Naugatuck Found Safe and Unharmed

(/connecticut/naugatuck/teen-missing-naugatuck-last-seen-leaving-home-

unknown-male-0)

The teen had been missing since New Year's Eve after leaving her home

with a man she met on social media.
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Around Town (/new-york/fortgreene/around-town)

Arts & Entertainment (/new-york/fortgreene/arts-entertainment)

Back To School (/new-york/fortgreene/backtoschool)

Bulletin Board (/new-york/fortgreene/bulletinboard)

Did She Say Yes? Rare SoCal Snowstorm Prompts This Beautiful Wedding
Proposal Story [PHOTO] (/california/temecula/did-she-say-yes-rare-
temecula-snow-storm-prompts-beautiful-wedding-proposal-story-photo)

This week's snowfall in Temecula made for some especially significant

memories for some families. Here's one.

Watch: Boston Marathon Victim Walks Again
(/massachusetts/charlestown/boston-marathon-victim-walks-again-0)

Rebekah DiMartino made way for the new year by walking for the first time

with a prosthetic left leg.
(/massachusetts/charlestown/boston-

marathon-victim-

walks-again-0)

Squatters Moved into $1M Bethesda House: Police (/maryland/bethesda-
chevychase/squatters-moved-1m-bethesda-house-police)

Montgomery County Police were called after a homeowner confronted a

Kensington family who had moved in without buying the house.
(/maryland/bethesda-

chevychase/squatters-

moved-1m-

bethesda-house-
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