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Annexe to the Press Release 
Museums of the City of Antwerp in 2022: Ongoing exhibitions 2021-2022
Vracht/Freight
MAS
From 11.12.2021
In December 2021, the new permanent exhibition, titled ‘Freight’, will open to the public. This exhibition takes you on a journey through the colourful history of shipping and world trade.
Where are the earliest roots of the port city of Antwerp?  What cargoes have been arriving in and departing from the city for so many centuries, and what do the container ships that call at Antwerp today have on board? Who set sail in Antwerp and who did these travellers meet during their journeys overseas? What were these meetings really like? Did they trade on equal footing or take advantage of the other party? Shipping brought vast wealth to Antwerp but which traces did it leave elsewhere? Today Antwerp is still one of Europe’s biggest ports. Are the port and trade future-proof? 
‘Freight’ tells the story of a port, as a protagonist in the long history of globalisation. From the Vikings to the present day. A story about periods of glory and unique encounters, as well as the downsides of economic growth.
www.mas.be
Madonna meets Mad Meg. Masterpieces and their collectors
Museum Mayer van den Bergh
Until 09.01.2022
Eminent collectors Florent van Ertborn and Fritz Mayer van den Bergh share a story of passion, enthusiasm and beauty with visitors in Museum Mayer van den Bergh. The exhibition ‘Madonna meets Mad Meg. Masterpieces and their collectors’ showcases the gems that these visionary collectors were able to purchase, often for a pittance. The highlights of this exhibition are Jean Fouquet’s mysterious Madonna and Pieter Bruegel the Elder’s Mad Meg.
The exhibition is a co-production with the Royal Museum of Fine Arts Antwerp. 
 
https://www.museummayervandenbergh.be/nl/activiteit/madonna-ontmoet-dulle-griet
www.museummayervandenbergh.be
The holes will be filled again
Middelheim Museum
Until 16.01.2022
The Middelheim Museum, Delen Private Bank and Middelheim Promotors will be presenting the Young Artist Fund, a targeted invitation to three young artists to create new site-responsive works for the Middelheim Museum.  A committee selected Maika Garnica, Mostafa Saifi Rahmouni and mountaincutters. Since 18 September, the three young artists are exhibiting their new creations in a group show titled ‘The holes will be filled again’. They approach sculpture as a medium in their own personal, contemporary way in the formal landscape of Hortiflora.
https://pers.middelheimmuseum.be/the-holes-will-be-filled-again
www.middelheimmuseum.be
Helden in harnas/Heroes in Armour 16Th-century Dutch-language chivalric literature
Hendrik Conscience Heritage Library 
Until 23.01.2022
In the sixteenth century, Antwerp was the book publishing capital of the Low Countries, with printers selling their books all around Europe. The city played an important part in the distribution of chivalric literature, both in Dutch and in other languages. In the exhibition Heroes in Armour. Chivalric romances from Charlemagne and the Robber to Don Quichotte, the Hendrik Conscience Heritage Library brings together 15th and 16th-century chivalric romances, from the Low Countries and beyond, in the place where they were originally printed, namely  Antwerp.
https://pers.consciencebibliotheek.be/ridderverhalen-van-karel-ende-elegast-tot-don-quichot
www.consciencebibliotheek.be
MOMU
E/MOTION. Fashion in Transition and the new Collection presentation
Until 23.01.2022
With this exhibition, MoMu looks back on events from the past three decades and asks questions about how fashion can reinvent itself as an industry, as well as the role that fashion designers can play in the future. The exhibition is part of the museum’s ambitious reopening programme, titled 'Fashion 2.021 Antwerp - Fashion/Conscious'. 
www.momu.be
An Italian in the Low Countries
Museum Plantin-Moretus
Until 06.03.2022
In 2021, we are celebrating the 500th anniversary of the birth of the Italian writer Lodovico Guicciardini, who published a bestseller in 1582: Description de touts les Pais-Bas. The book describes all the cities of the Low Countries, the economy, politicis, language, animals and plants and the national character of the prosperous Low Countries. He paid a surprising amount of attention to Antwerp, his new home city. Guicciardini had the following to say about the locals: ‘Zy zijn vervaren ende gheschikt om over al ter wereldt te handelen, ja oock de vrouwen persoonen (al en hebben zy noyt buytens landts geweest) connen drie oft vier, sommighe vijf, ses ende seven talen spreken: welck een gherieffelijck ende wonderlijck dinck is.’ (They are experienced and able to trade all over the world, yes, even the women are able (even though they have never been abroad) to speak three often four, some five, six and seven languages: which is a useful and wonderful thing.' Guicciardini’s take on the Low Countries, as an Italian immigrant, is contrasted with the views of modern-day immigrants on our country.
https://pers.museumplantinmoretus.be/museum-plantin-moretus-brengt-16de-eeuw-naar-antwerpen
www.museumplantinmoretus.be
Masculinities: Liberation through Photography
FOMU
Until 13.03.21
Masculinities: Liberation through Photography is an ambitious group show on the subject of masculinity, that explores the myriad ways that masculinity is experienced, performed and constructed through film and photography from the 1960s to the present day.
The exhibition includes work by over fifty pioneering international artists, photographers and filmmakers, including Richard Avedon, Rineke Dijkstra, Peter Hujar, Isaac Julien, Rotimi Fani-Kayode, Robert Mapplethorpe, Catherine Opie and Wolfgang Tillmans.
Exhibition organised by the Barbican Centre, London and curated by Alona Pardo.
www.fomu.be
Max Pinckers – Double Bind
FOMU
Until 13.03.21
Can a photograph say something about the world we live in? Max Pinckers (BE, b. 1988) places photography under the microscope. He explores the boundaries of documentary and reveals its manipulative nature. His artistic response is “speculative documentary”, a blending of fact and fiction. FOMU presents the first retrospective to cover the past five years of Pinckers’ work.
Margins of Excess takes us inside the sensational narratives of six individuals for whom fantasy and imagination are a way of life. 
www.fomu.be
De Marina
MAS
Until 30.04.2022
On 2 December, MAS in Jonge Handen, the museum’s young curatorial team, opened a hangout for young people in one of the pavilions around the MAS: ‘de Marina’. The MAs invites young people to use the space as a COVID-safe place to study, to enjoy themselves and reflect on the heritage of the future, with activities and interventions by Artist in Residence Karen François. Because the MAS is seeking to answer a very specific question: ‘What qualifies as good heritage and what makes heritage even better?’. Because the MAS wants to find out from young people what they think is the heritage of the future.
https://pers.mas.be/mas-opent-jongerenpop-up-de-marina
www.mas.be
Luister/Listen 
MAS
Until 2023
In 2021, the MAS will celebrate the tenth anniversary of the museum’s collection with a colourful, unique exhibition. With exciting and deeply-moving stories from Antwerp about greedy giants, turbulent loves stories, demons and oriental jokes. The museum joined forces with playwright and writer Dimitri Leue, to create a captivating audio play and show all of these compelling collection objects. Dimitri Leue drew on myths, legends and stories from around the world for inspiration, inviting visitors to look at these museum objects from a different perspective, with an audio experience. Iconic characters such as Brabo, Hodja, Lange Wapper, the Knight of the Swan and Chamunda all have a starring role in the poignant and funny stories, taking visitors on a tour through a theatrical, imaginative scenography. Leue will tour theatres across Flanders with a show based on these and other stories.

https://pers.mas.be/luister-feeerieke-stadsverhalen-in-het-mas
www.mas.be
Meet Henriëtte
Rendezvous with a visionary woman
Museum Mayer van den Bergh
A museum as a tribute to her son. Henriëtte Mayer van den Bergh (1838-1920) achieved this in the space of just three years. After the sudden death of her son Fritz, she fulfilled his dream of building a museum to display his dazzling collection.
www.museummayervendenbergh.be
https://pers.museummayervandenbergh.be/media/album/11640
More information about this press release on the websites of the respective museums.
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