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Annex to the Press Release 
Museums in the City of Antwerp 2021: Ongoing exhibitions 2020-2021
A century of wonder. Five hundred years of curiosity and innovation
Plantin-Moretus Museum
09.10.2020 to 21.02.2021
05.12.2020 to 28.02.2021

In 2020, the Plantin-Moretus Museum celebrated the 500th birthday of Christophe Plantin with a varied programme that provides an intriguing look at this multi-faceted man: Christophe Plantin as an inspirer, traveller, letter writer and resident of the tumultuous 16th century.
From 9 October 2020, the museum is exhibiting inventions and discoveries from the 16th century. 
This exhibition centres on the 16th-century print series Nova Reperta (New Inventions of Modern Times) and modern innovations. 
The exhibition ‘Letters from Plantin’ shows what a great networker Plantin was. He kept in contact with friends and business partners through letters. Do his letters give a clue as to what Plantin really thought? They provide an insight into Plantin's personality and the 16th-century zeitgeist with themes that remain relevant today such as international trade, war, censorship, reputational damage, father-daughter relationships and much more.
https://www.museumplantinmoretus.be/en/activity/century-wonder-five-hundred-years-curiosity-and-innovation
https://www.museumplantinmoretus.be/en/activity/letters-plantin
The Jeweller´s Art. Revolutionary jewellery from the 1960s & 1970s
DIVA
5.12.2020 to 14.03.2021
DIVA, the museum for diamonds, jewels and silver, presents the exhibition, ‘The Jeweller's Art’. Revolutionary jewellery from the 1960s & 1970s, in collaboration with the Cincinnati Art Museum in the US. The swinging London of the 1960s engendered an explosion of innovation in the jewellery industry, which spread to the rest of Europe and the USA. The exhibition displays jewellery, fashion, music and design from this vibrant period, which is back in fashion at the moment.  
Never before have these over 100 exhibited pieces of jewellery originating from 1960 to 1970 been exhibited together. The jewellery belongs to the private collection of just one collector: Kimberly Klosterman. Thirty years ago, she began collecting jewellery from 20th century American and European designers, with a focus on art jewellery from the 1960s and 1970s, commissioned by brands such as Bulgari, Cartier, Van Cleef & Arpels and Masenza.
https://divaantwerp.be/en/visit/events-exhibitions/the-jewellers-art-revolutionary-jewellery-from-the-1960s-1970s
Madonna meets Mad Meg
Masterpieces and Their Collectors
Mayer van den Bergh Museum
05.10.2019 to 09.01.2022
Master collectors Florent van Ertborn and Fritz Mayer van den Bergh tell a story of passion, drive and beauty in the Mayer van den Bergh Museum. The exhibition 'Madonna meets Mad Meg. Masterpieces and Their Collectors' displays gems that these visionary collectors could often buy for a steal. Highlights include the mysterious Madonna by Jean Fouquet and Mad Meg by Pieter Bruegel the Elder.
The exhibition was co-produced by the Royal Museum of Fine Arts Antwerp. 
 
https://www.museummayervandenbergh.be/en/activity/madonna-meets-mad-meg
100 x Congo
A century of Congolese art in Antwerp
MAS
03.10.2020 to 13.09.2021
In 2020, it will be exactly one hundred years since Antwerp, still in colonial times, acquired its Congolese museum collection. What are the stories behind the Congolese objects? And how did they end up in the port city? The exhibition focuses on one hundred unique Congolese works and examines their significance to various Congolese peoples. The impact of Christian missions on Congolese culture and the Congolese' view of the 'whites' (mundele) are also discussed.
The MAS invites the public to contemplate the perception of Africans through time. The exhibition is also an opportunity to reflect on the significance of Congolese art, past and present, and the way in which the Congolese museum collection came to exist in Antwerp. In the context of this exhibition, the MAS is working with Belgian and Congolese artists and researchers and initiating a dialogue with Antwerp residents of both Belgian and African descent.
https://www.mas.be/en/content/100-x-congo
Martine Franck
FOMU
02.10.20 to 24.01.21
Martine Franck (BE, 1938-2012), who was born in Antwerp, discovered a passion for photography while on a long journey through Asia in 1963. Back home in Paris, she began working as a freelance photographer and made portraits and reports for major American publications such as Life, The New York Times and Vogue. Her photos express a lust for life and a deep social engagement.
Martine Frank (BE, 1938-2012) was by nature a free spirit. She saw her camera as a tool to position herself in society. From a deep social commitment, she fights for women, the elderly, refugees and endangered communities worldwide. She takes her time to build respectful relationships with the people she portrays. In this way she creates a unique photographic language, with strong compositions and observations in black and white.
This autumn, the FOMU is bringing the major retrospective of Martine Franck's work to her hometown. Martine Franck was closely involved in the development of this exhibition, created by the Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson (Paris) and the Musée de L'Elysée (Lausanne), just before her death.
Curator: Agnès Sire
https://fomu.be/en/exhibitions/martine-franck
Destination Sweetheart
Red Star Line Museum
23.09.2020 to 30.05.2021
The exhibition 'Destination Sweetheart' is all about the relationship between love and migration from the Red Star Line period to the present day. Letters, personal objects and testimonies are an ode to love and the people who migrated for it. These are often heartwarming and inspiring stories. However, the more difficult aspects are also addressed in this layered, intimate exhibition. An installation by the artist duo Kim Snauwaert and Anyuta Wiazemsky, about the police investigation that was conducted into them following a complaint about a marriage of convenience, will be a prominent focus. 
The Red Star Line Museum also asks the public to leave their own love and/or migration stories in the museum. All activities during the exhibition period will be devoted to love in all its shades.
https://www.redstarline.be/en/page/destination-sweetheart
Lynne Cohen
FOMU
02.01.20 to 24.01.2020
Look beneath the surface and discover the somewhat absurd and surrealist universe of Lynne Cohen (CA, 1944-2014). For four decades, she exclusively photographed interiors: spas, military bases, classrooms, laboratories etc. What were the thoughts of the designers and users of these spaces? Cohen takes us to deserted places that contain cryptic traces of human life. 
This retrospective focuses on the human obsession with control and understanding. Lynne Cohen's photographs are authentic records of reality, but to observant viewers contain a multitude of clues and contradictions. There is no easy escape route in her work, only a claustrophobic world that seems deceptively simplistic.
We are placing Cohen's work in the context of similar artists such as Guillaume Bijl, Thomas Demand and Marcel Duchamp. They often start by questioning the ready-made: what happens if you place something mundane in a new context?
Curators: Bert Danckaert & Joachim Naudts
This retrospective is based on the concept and research of Karin Hanssen and Bert Danckaert in collaboration with the Royal Academy of Fine Arts Antwerp.
With the support of the Québec Government Office in Brussels.
https://fomu.be/en/exhibitions/lynne-cohen
More information about this press release can be found via the websites of the museums.
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