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[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Stockholm’s Royal College of Music Debuts Recording and Production Studios Designed by WSDG
Global architectural acoustic consulting and design firm provides critical upgrades to Sweden’s top music production program

[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Stockholm, Sweden, November 30, 2021 — Originally founded in 1771, The Royal College of Music, Stockholm (KMH) has been the training ground for some of Sweden’s most celebrated composers and performers for the past two and a half centuries. KMH recently completed a major overhaul of their recording and production suites as part of an extensive fifteen-year renewal project building a new campus. To support their continually-expanding music performance and composition programs with world-class facilities, the school engaged the services of global architectural acoustic consulting and A/V integration firm WSDG (Walters-Storyk Design Group) to design their three main stereo control rooms.

Peak performance
From the onset, the entire renewal project was designed to give KMH and its students a top-of-the-line facility to serve the needs of the school’s robust performance, composition, and music production curriculum. In addition to new classrooms, practice rooms, and concert halls, this also included recording studios and control rooms that could be utilized for a variety of production applications. “The entire design of the new campus was made to meet the highest international standards,” explained KMH Sound engineer Markus Sjöberg. “For our studio spaces, this meant we wanted the best acoustic performance possible and an aesthetically calm, organic, yet modern look to inspire our students while also providing them with everything they need to do their best work.”

“We were very familiar with WSDG’s expertise and advanced design process, so it was a clear choice to work with them on this project.”

In addition to stellar acoustics and aesthetics, another major objective for the studio design was to draw all of the aspects of the school’s programs closer together. Advanced interconnectivity was required to allow the students and faculty to make the most of the school’s robust concert programming. “We have a very active concert program at KMH – over 400 a year,” said Sjöberg. “Documenting these performances is an integral part of our curriculum, so it was essential that the system design of these spaces matched the acoustics for quality.”

Jaw-dropping results
The WSDG Design Team on the project was led by Senior Project Engineer Thomas Wenger, and included Partners, Dirk Noy and Romina Larregina. Presented with a nearly completed building, the team was faced with the challenge of designing critical listening rooms that could conform to existing infrastructure and HVAC systems. “Our extensive experience has established  a unique skill set and special tools to draw upon for resolving acoustic problems that arise when designing within existing spaces,” explained Noy. “For KMH, this meant new room geometries that would provide an accurate sonic representation of the sound field throughout the room while conforming to the building’s existing infrastructure.”

The team created a design package that optimized the studio's acoustics by using carefully tuned low-frequency absorbers made of specifically perforated plywood for superior sound in all listening positions. Working on the project remotely, the team expertly utilized KMH’s extensive documentation and measurements for onsite construction by local studio builders Studiobyggarna AB. “We designed the new studios for excellent Left/Right imaging and also to compensate for extensive low-end frequency problems that they were experiencing inside the rooms,” explained Larregina. “KMH gave us very detailed feedback on the rooms which made the work run very smoothly, and ultimately produced results we’re incredibly proud of.”

The completed control rooms provide KMH’s students with a variety of useful recording and production environments, including Studio 1 – the largest and most versatile, Studio 2—which features an analog console and is optimized for students to work on their personal projects, and Studio 3 – a multi-purpose mixing room designed for streaming and broadcast work. All three are connected with advanced Stagetec and DANTE networks that allow them to be used together, or with any of the school’s major concert halls. Now officially in use, the finished studios have had an immediate impact on the school’s student body and faculty and have quickly become favored spots on campus. “The sound quality and vibe make it a very special place to be creative,” Sjöberg said. “I’ve spent my entire life in recording studios, and this is by far the best sounding room I’ve heard anywhere in the world.”

 “It’s always hard to know what to expect on a project like this, no matter how talented the designers are, but our jaws just dropped the first time we heard music from the main monitors,” he concluded. “The improvement in sound quality was so dramatic we couldn’t possibly hope for anything better. “

For more information about Royal College of Music in Stockholm, please visit: http://kmh.se/

For more information about WSDG, please visit: http://www.wsdg.com/ 

ABOUT WSDG, LLC
For over 50 years, acoustic consulting and A/V integration firm WSDG has designed nearly 3,500 media production facilities worldwide and counting. Projects range from Jimi Hendrix’s Electric Lady Studio and Jazz at Lincoln Center in New York, to broadcast facilities for The Food Network, CBS and WNET, over 20 teaching studios for The Art Institutes, and corporate clients such as Sony, IBM and Novartis. Recent credits include Jungle City in New York, The Church Studios in London, private studios for Green Day, Jay-Z, Bruce Springsteen, Alicia Keys, Jack Antonoff, J Cole, Harry Connick Jr., and Academy Award-nominated film composer Carter Burwell. WSDG has collaborated with such noted architects as Frank Gehry, Philippe Stark, Rafael Viñoly, Santiago Calatrava, Grimshaw, and Norman Foster. An 11-time winner of the prestigious pro audio NAMM TEC Award for outstanding achievement in Acoustics/Facility Design, WSDG maintains U.S. offices in New York, Washington, DC, San Francisco and Miami and global offices in Barcelona, Basel, Berlin, Buenos Aires, Guangzhou, Mexico City and Mumbai.
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