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The Belfry Theatre presents

The Valley
by Joan MacLeod

Cast
(in alphabetical order)

	 Rebecca Auerbach	 Janie
	 Matt Reznek	 Connor
	 Luc Roderique	 Dan
	 Colleen Wheeler	 Sharon

	 Director	 Roy Surette
	 Set Designer	 Pam Johnson
	 Costume Designer	 Erin Macklem
	 Lighting Designer	 Itai Erdal
	 Sound Designer	 Brian Linds
	 Stage Manager	 Caryn Fehr
	 Assistant Stage Manager	 Jessica McLeod
	 Fight Director 	 Nicholas Harrison
	 Fight Captain	 Luc Roderique
	 Director Trainee	 Sarah Jane Pelzer

The world premiere of The Valley was presented as part of the Enbridge playRites Festival  
of New Canadian Plays 2013, produced by Alberta Theatre Projects.

The Valley is staged by arrangement with Pam Winter, Gary Goddard Agency,  
Toronto, Canada garygoddardagency.com.

The use of video or audio recording devices is strictly prohibited at all times.

The Valley is generously sponsored by:

40th Anniversary Season Sponsors:

Public Funders:

The Belfry Theatre is a registered Canadian charity, 11921 5549 RR0001.

The Belfry Theatre is a member of the Professional Association of Canadian Theatres  
and engages under the terms of the Canadian Theatre Agreement professional artists  

who are members of the Canadian Actors’ Equity Association.

The Belfry Theatre is a member of the Theatre Communications Group, USA.,  
Greater Victoria Chamber of Commerce and the Professional Arts Alliance of Great Victoria.

Please enjoy the performance.

Please  

join us for  

 an Afterplay  

discussion following  

this evening's performance.

(see page 11 for details)
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Shakespeare and the Vortex?
OREGON SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL
Travel Study tour with Dr. Michael Booth

Sept. 19–25, 2016: Five plays, accommodation & breakfasts, a 
dinner plus a visit to the mysterious Oregon Vortex!

See the details at www.continuingstudies.uvic.ca/travel/
or call 250-721-8827  |  jaking@uvic.ca

A  place of magnetic anomalies where 
light and gravity defy the laws of nature.
What would The Bard have made of it?



burger & beer $10.95  
Fully loaded bacon cheddar burger 

or our famous veggie burger 

with a pint of Fernwood Lager

Tuesdays

Thursdays

Saturdays 
& Sundays

R e s e r va t i o n s : 
250   412  2001

weekly specials

PLUS....try our NEW 
amazing menu items

TUESDAY ~ FRIDAY
11:30am - 12 midnight

SATURDAY
11:00am - 12 midnight

MONDAY
11:30am - 10:00pm

SUNDAY
11:00am - 10:00pm

wing night $6.50 after 8pm  
Roasted garlic & honey, 

Frank’s hot or whiskey barbeque

brunch on the weekends
11am - 2pm

CHILDREN WELCOME!

H o u rs : 

Audience Information

Cellphones & Pagers
Please turn off your cellphones and pagers 
when you enter the theatre. If you need  
to be contacted in an emergency, please  
leave your name and seat number with  
our House Manager. 

Latecomers & Re-admission
The Director of each production designates 
moments in the show when the seating of 
latecomers will cause the least amount of 
distraction for actors and audience members. 
Should you leave the theatre, our House 
Manager will not be able to reseat you until 
one of these breaks.

Babes in Arms
The Belfry is proud to produce adult  
contemporary theatre. Our productions 
are not suitable for children 10 and under, 
including babes in arms.

Recording Devices
No cameras or recording devices are  
permitted in the theatre.

Audience Advisories and Running Times
We make every effort to advise you of  
strong language, subject matter or extreme 
technical effects (strobe lights, fog). Please 
look for signs at the entrances to the theatre. 
Advisories and running times are available at 
the Box Office as of the first preview. 

Food & Drinks
Please feel free to take only food and/or 
drinks you've purchased from the Belfry bar 
into the theatre. Our goodies are packaged  
so that they don't make a lot of noise and 
disturb your fellow audience members.

Perfume & Cologne
Please refrain from using perfume and 
cologne when you come to the theatre.
Some of our patrons are highly allergic  
to scents.

Electronic Cigarettes 
Please refrain from using electronic cigarettes 
in the theatre, to avoid distraction for other 
patrons and the Artists on stage. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
Enjoy the performance.





University Centre
Farquhar Auditorium

University
of Victoria

Seek culture, creativity, community. 
Find it at the Farquhar Auditorium.

The Glenn Miller Orchestra
The original, world-famous swing/jazz big 
band.  A not-to-be-missed musical treat!

March 23 at 7:30pm

tickets.uvic.ca                       250-721-8480

The Paperboys
Celtic and world beat 
fusions from renowned 
Vancovuer band!

February 13 at 7:30 pm

De Danann
“The Rolling Stones of Irish Folk Music”, 
featuring founding member Alec Finn!

March 20 at 7:30pm



Artistic Director’s Notes

Notes from the Executive Director

Dear Belfry Patrons and Friends –

Thank you for helping to make the first half of this season so exciting and successful. Your ongoing  
support is outstanding and most appreciated.  Please accept my wishes for a happy and healthy 2016.

I am very proud to kick off 2016 with Joan MacLeod’s beautiful play, which gives voice and puts a 
human face on mental illness, an issue that has been hidden in the shadows for too long.

It is also my great pleasure to welcome back – in this 40th Anniversary Season – former Belfry Artistic 
Director Roy Surette. One of the last shows he directed here was Joan MacLeod’s Homechild, so this  
production of The Valley feels like a very fitting homecoming.

In fact, our entire creative team is filled with long-time Belfry collaborators:  Pam Johnson (set design), 
Erin Macklem (costume design), and Brian Linds (sound design), who was just onstage as Mr. Fezziwig 
in A Christmas Carol. This time last year, our lighting designer, Itai Erdal, was onstage in his one-man 
play How to Disappear Completely,  breaking our hearts and giving us a mini lighting seminar; this year, 
you can see his design work in action.

Welcome back to Colleen Wheeler, last seen here in My Chernobyl, and welcome to Belfry newcomers 
Rebecca Auerbach, Matt Reznek and Luc Rodrique – a talented cast across the board.

Everything starts with the play, and we are so fortunate to have Joan MacLeod living, writing and  
teaching in our community. This is a great piece of writing, and a great way to start the New Year!

As we begin the second half of our 40th season, it seems a good time to reflect on the past, present and 
future of the Belfry. A return to our stage of a former Artistic Director, in combination with Victoria’s 
own national treasure of a playwright, is a fitting continuation of our celebration of Victoria’s “little 
alternative theatre that could.” The remainder of this celebration season has more exciting programming 
in store to enjoy and for you as a loyal audience to be proud of supporting.

We also look forward to our Gala celebration in May, featuring special guests from past and present.  
It promises to be a wonderful romp through our past and an exciting glimpse of our plans for the future  
– plans that we look forward to sharing with all of you soon!

Thank you all for helping to realize the dreams of the dedicated individuals who, over the past 40 years, 
have created this remarkable company. As we look to our next 40, we hope to retain your commitment 
to the continued growth and evolution of the Belfry, in both our programming and our facilities. 

  Ivan & Michael
Photo by Jo-Ann Richards, Works Photography



jrobertsflorist@shaw.ca
jenniferrobertsflorist.com

250.598.7478

Teacher & 
3rd Master 

Ohara School 
Ikebana

SEASON SPONSOR: PRODUCTION SPONSORS:

ANNUAL OPERATING GRANTS PROVIDED BY:MEDIA SPONSORS:

CORPORATE SPONSORS:

          THE
     BARBER
   OF
SEVILLE

Rossini

February 11, 13, 19 at 8 pm
Wednesday, February 17 at 7 pm NEW TIME! 
Sunday Matinée, February 21 at 2:30 pm
At the Royal Theatre  |  In Italian with English surtitles

“Tuneful and 
vivacious, filled 

with humour
and fun!”

Tickets start at $25 – Order Today!
250.385.0222 / 250.386.6121 / www.pov.bc.ca
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A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM  | Britten
April 14, 16, 22, 24, 2016
At the Royal Theatre



Playwright’s Notes

1296 Gladstone Ave   Fernwood Square   250.590.7982   Tuesday - Sunday 5pm-9pm

Dinner before the show…night cap after the show…we share the square…stop in!
belfry ticket holder discounts.                                                          ww.cavavictoria.com

I started the slow process of writing this 
play much like the characters do in the first 
act of The Valley – by tracing back my own 
interaction with the police over the years: 
from beach parties when I was seventeen, to 
having my purse stolen the first hour of my 
first visit to New York. I became intrigued 
by how much policing had changed in 
my lifetime. These days in Vancouver well 
over half the calls the police go out on are 
related to issues around mental illness.  
As I began to write I was interested in 
examining that in particular and in the con-
cept of protection. a: one that protects, b: 
supervision or support of one that is smaller 

and weaker – protection as it relates to being a police officer, sure, but also for me as a mother,  
a member of society, what it means to protect and feel protected. So that’s how this play started but 
there is always a large gap between what I think I'm going to write and what actually gets written. In the 
end this play resides on the same turf as most of my work in that it looks at an issue through the lens  
of family – or in the case of The Valley, two families – and trying to figure out what makes these families, 
and all of us, connected.

							                    Joan MacLeod

  Rebecca Auerbach, Luc Roderique and Joan MacLeod

Rehearsal Photography by Peter Pokorny

AFTERPLAY Discussions

Extend your enjoyment of the Belfry and this play.
Following all evening performances*, you’re invited to join us “stage-side” for a lively discussion with 
fellow audience members about the play. You are welcome to take part in the conversation or just 
listen in. Afterplay lasts about 15 minutes.

“Thanks for the Afterplay yesterday. It’s a good idea, it deepened my perception of the play.”
				    Patron’s comment following Speed-the-Plow

We hope you’ll join us for this popular activity!

*there are no afterplay discussions following Opening Night performances and matinees.



Acting Company

Rebecca Auerbach
Janie
Selected Theatre: Bedstefader (Caravan Farm), 
Bittergirl (Charlottetown Festival), Dear Johnny Deere 
(Theatre Calgary: Critter Nomination), The Wild 
Party (Acting Upstage/Obsidian: Dora Nomination), 
Little Brother, Little Sister (Caravan Farm), Ring of 
Fire (The Grand Theatre), The Peacemaker (Next 
Stage), Dai (Winnipeg Jewish Theatre), Your Side, 
My Side, and the Truth (Playwright/Summerworks), 
The Ballad of Weedy Peetstraw (Festival Players), The 
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (Theatre 
Calgary), East of Berlin (Alberta Theatre Projects: 
Betty Nomination), Rabbit Hole (Arts Club Theatre: 
Jessie Nomination), Escape From Happiness (Factory 
Theatre), The Ballad of Stompin’ Tom (Drayton 
Entertainment, Charlottetown Festival), Unity 1918 
(Theatre Aquarius), Hello Dolly!, Dead Reckoning 
(Vancouver Playhouse), 2 seasons with Bard on the 
Beach and 6 seasons with the Blyth Festival. Rebecca 
is a proud graduate of Studio 58, and a recipient 
of the Jessie Award for Most Promising Newcomer. 
Upcoming: Rebecca is currently creating a new play 
with music, in collaboration with Juno award win-
ner J.D. Nicholsen, and looks forward to returning 
to the Blyth Festival this summer.  

Matt Reznek
Connor
Matt Reznek is a Vancouver-based actor 
pleased to be making his debut at the 
beautiful Belfry Theatre. Selected  
theatre credits: The Duchess (Ruby 
Slippers Theatre), This is War (Rumble 
Theatre), Three Tall Women (Western 
Gold Theatre), Rhinoceros (Theatre at 
UBC). He has trained at UBC (BFA 
Acting) and at the Guildhall School of 
Music and Drama (London). When not 
acting, Matt plays other roles as a pho-
tographer and visual artist. He gives his 
love and thanks to his family and to the 
patients of the UBC Hospital Psychiatric 
Unit.

  Rebecca Auerbach                                                                    Matt Reznek
Rehearsal Photography by Peter Pokorny

This production is supported by a generous contribution from
 Dr. Stephen Tax

Matt Reznek’s appearance is supported by a generous contribution from
Stephen & Michelle Brown



Acting Company

Luc Roderique
Dan
Luc is both excited and humbled to be  
telling such a poignant, Canadian story with 
such talented artists in his Belfry debut. Luc 
was born and raised in Ottawa, Ontario, 
but now calls Vancouver his home. Recent 
theatre: In the Heights, She Stoops to Conquer 
(Arts Club Theatre), Sleeping Beauty (Globe 
Theatre), Three Sisters (Only Child), Measure 
for Measure, Elizabeth Rex, The Merchant of 
Venice, As You Like It (Bard on the Beach), 
Ash Rizin (Alberta Theatre Projects/Green 
Thumb Theatre). Film/Television credits 
include: Motive, The Flash, Seventh Son,  
The 100, iZombie, Godzilla, Supernatural,  
Rise of the Planet of the Apes. Upcoming:  
Düst (Neworld Theatre) at The Cultch, 
Bagheera/Shere Khan in The Jungle Book 
(Carousel), Othello in Othello (Bard on the 
Beach). Luc is a Jessie Award winner and a 
graduate of Studio 58.

  Luc Roderique and Rebecca Auerbach                                   Colleen Wheeler

Colleen Wheeler
Sharon
For the Belfry: Proof and My Chernobyl.
Other Theatre: King Lear, Elizabeth Rex, 
Macbeth, Henry V, The Taming of the Shrew 
(Bard on the Beach), Since You Left Us 
(Presentation House), Peter and the Starcatcher, 
Boeing Boeing, The Penelopiad (Arts Club 
Theatre), The Leisure Society, Trout Stanley, 
Lifesavers, A Beautiful View (Ruby Slippers 
Theatre), Toronto, Mississippi (Vancouver 
Playhouse). Upcoming: Good People (Arts Club 
Theatre). Film and Television: Motive, Fringe, 
Bridal Wave, The Tall Man. Other: Six-time 
Jessie Award Winner. Graduate of the University 
of Alberta.

Rehearsal Photography by Peter Pokorny



The King—A Tribute to Elvis
march 4 & 5 

Cooper Plays Strauss 
march 13

Beethoven Festival  
with Angela Cheng
march 18, 20 & 21

75th Legacy Tour
april 4

We’re just getting warmed up.
75TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON SPONSOR

W A Y N E  S T R A N D L U N D  A N D



Creative Team

Joan MacLeod
Playwright
Joan’s plays include Jewel, 
Toronto, Mississippi, Amigo’s 
Blue Guitar, The Hope Slide, 
Little Sister, 2000, The Shape 
of a Girl, Homechild and 
Another Home Invasion. Her 
work has been translated into 
eight languages. She is the 
recipient of numerous awards 
including two Chalmers 
Play Awards, the Governor 
General’s Award and the 
Siminovitch Prize. She is 
currently working on a new 
solo show. Since 2004 she has 
worked at the University of 
Victoria in the Department 
of Writing and this past 
November she was inducted 
as a Fellow into the Royal 
Society of Canada. The Valley 
premiered at Alberta Theatre 
Projects in 2013. Joan is 
thrilled to have a play on at 
the Belfry once again.

Roy Surette
Director
Roy has been Artistic and 
Executive Director for 
Centaur Theatre in Montreal 
since September, 2007. 
There he has continued to 
demonstrate his passion 
for Canadian plays and has 
embraced Montreal’s eclectic 
Anglo theatre community. 
Roy was Artistic Director 
for Touchstone Theatre in 
Vancouver from 1984 to 
1997, then became Artistic 
Director of the Belfry 
Theatre, where, during his 
ten-year tenure he directed 
over twenty-five plays, includ-
ing Joan MacLeod’s beautiful 
Homechild. A Vancouver 
native and Studio 58 grad, 
Roy has directed for many 
companies across Canada and 
his work has been seen in 
Australia, Scotland and Hong 
Kong. He’s SO HAPPY to 
be back at the beloved Belfry, 
working with a lot of amazing 
people.

Pam Johnson
Set Designer
Pam is thrilled to be back 
at the Belfry to celebrate 40 
years of glorious theatre. Pam 
is proud of the many shows 
she has designed for the Belfry 
since 1986: Proud, Homechild, 
Mom's the Word: Unhinged, 
Rough Magic, The Syringa 
Tree, A Guide to Mourning, 
The Number 14, Three Tall 
Women, The Faraway Nearby, 
Homework and Curtains. 
She also directed the show 
The Sum of Us. Pam is a 
seven-time Jessie Richardson 
Award winner, a Monday 
Magazine Award winner, and 
in 2012 she received a Career 
Achievement Award from the 
Jessie's. For the past 27 years 
Pam has been an instructor at 
Studio 58, Langara College.

  Joan MacLeod                                      Roy Surette                                                      Pam Johnson

Rehearsal Photography by Peter Pokorny



SETTING THE STAGE FOR 
A SPECTACULAR TRIP
VICTORIA–VANCOUVER–NANAIMO

Book online at helijet.com or call 1.800.665.4354

   Client: HELIJET /  Size: 4.625” x 3.875”  /  BW  /  Belfry Theatre

$159
incl. taxes + fees
Victoria - Vancouver

From

PHOENIXTHEATRES.CA  |  250.721.8000 

FEBRUARY 11-20, 2016

WILD HONEY

  250.721.8000  250.721.8000  250.721.8000  250.721.8000  250.721.8000  250.721.8000  250.721.8000  250.721.8000

By  MICHAEL FRAYN

ANTON CHEKHOV
adapted from an original play by

EVES @ 8PM: MON. - SAT.  |   MATINEE @ 2PM: SAT. FEB. 20   

Directed by Peter McGuire

HONEYHONEYHONEY
MICHAEL FRAYN
HONEY

MICHAEL FRAYN
HONEY

MICHAEL FRAYN



Creative Team

Erin Macklem
Costume Designer
Erin Macklem is a Métis 
designer and playwright, 
and the Artistic Associate 
& Outreach Coordinator 
for the Belfry Theatre. She 
holds a BFA in Theatre from 
the University of Victoria. 
Favourite past designs for 
the Belfry: The Girl in the 
Goldfish Bowl, Urinetown, The 
Turn of the Screw, and The 
25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee. Her designs have 
been seen across Canada and 
in New York. She was part of 
the design team representing 
Canada in the international 
competition of scenography 
– The Prague Quadrennial 
2015. This Little Light, her 
musical written with compos-
er Brad L’Écuyer, will debut 
in 2016.

Itai Erdal
Lighting Designer
Itai is delighted to be back at 
the Belfry where he designed 
the lights for Where The 
Blood Mixes, Billy Bishop Goes 
To War and The Life Inside. 
Last season, he performed 
his one-man show How to 
Disappear Completely (The 
Chop Theatre) here at the 
Belfry. HTDC has toured to 
19 cities, and continues to 
tour nationally and inter-
nationally. Itai has designed 
over 200 shows for (almost) 
every major theatre company 
in Canada, and in 8 other 
countries. He is the recipi-
ent of a Jack King Award, 
Dora Mavor Moore Award, 
Dublin Fringe Design Award, 
Victoria's Critics’ Choice 
Spotlight Award, Guthrie 
Award and three Jessie 
Richardson Awards. Itai is the 
artistic director of The Elbow 
Theatre in Vancouver. 
www.itaierdal.com,  
www.theelbow.ca

Brian Linds
Sound Designer
For the Belfry: The Best 
Brothers, Goodnight 
Desdemona, Good Morning 
Juliet, God of Carnage, The 
Trespassers, The Turn of the 
Screw, The Girl in the Goldfish 
Bowl. His short sound 
plays, Iso Tank, Bar Mitzvah 
(Taped) and Lucid Moment 
were presented at the Belfry’s 
SPARK Festival. Other sound 
designs include: Sweeney 
Todd (Vancouver Opera), 
Kosmic Mambo (Studio 
58), The Skin of Our Teeth, 
Amadeus (Phoenix), Since 
You Left Us (Presentation 
House), Of Mice and Men 
(Blue Bridge), August: Osage 
County, The History Boys (Arts 
Club Theatre), True West 
(Playhouse), No Exit (Electric 
Theatre), and Broken Sex Doll 
(Virtual Stage).

  Erin Macklem                                                        Itai Erdal                                            Brian Linds

Rehearsal Photography by Peter Pokorny



Early Music Society / Belfry 2 
Display Feb 2-28, 2016 /1/4 page vertical 

black & white /150 line screen / 2.25” x 3.937”

  Back 
Before Bach
Piffaro, The Renaissance Band
 PHILADELPHIA  

For 30 years, the gold  
standard in Renaissance  
wind music performance

Recorders, shawms, sackbuts, pipes

20 February 2016 
Alix Goolden Hall 8pm 
www.earlymusicsocietyoftheislands.ca

Box office  
250-386-6121

Early Music Society
OF THE ISLANDS

Early Music Society / Belfry 3 
Display Feb 2-28, 2016 /1/4 page vertical 

black & white /150 line screen / 2.25” x 3.937”

Early Music Society
OF THE ISLANDS

   House of 
Dreams
Tafelmusik Baroque Orchestra
 TORONTO

A magical multi-media  
journey to the meeting places  
of Baroque art and music

5 March 2016 
Alix Goolden Hall 8pm 

www.earlymusicsocietyoftheislands.ca

Box office  
250-386-6121

At Berwick Retirement Communities, you will enjoy an unparalleled 

Visit BerwickRetirement.com

Berwick Royal Oak:
Berwick House:



Caryn Fehr
Stage Manager
Caryn is very happy to be back at the wonder-
ful Belfry Theatre with The Valley. Past Belfry 
productions are Best Brothers, How To Disappear 
Completely and Proud. Other recent productions 
include Peter and The Starcatcher, The Waiting 
Room, Les Miserables and In The Heights, all 
with the Arts Club Theatre Company. She has 
toured throughout Canada and to Ireland, and 
has worked with many Vancouver theatre com-
panies, including the Vancouver Playhouse, the 
New Play Centre, Carousel Theatre, Touchstone 
Theatre and Axis Theatre. Caryn is proud to 
have received the Mary Phillips Prize, a Jessie 
Award for Behind the Scenes Achievement.

Creative Team

  Jessica McLeod                                                                                    Caryn Fehr

Jessica McLeod
Assistant Stage Manager
Jessica is thrilled to be back in Victoria work-
ing at the Belfry! Recent credits include 
Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike, The 
Rez Sisters (Belfry Theatre), Emerging Voices 
(Theatre One), Confessions of a Paperboy, 
Waiting for the Parade, Munschercise, and 
Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story (Chemainus 
Theatre Festival). Jessica is a graduate of the 
University of Victoria and has worked with 
theatre companies from BC to Saskatchewan. 
Born and raised on Vancouver Island, she 
spends her time outside the theatre cooking, 
travelling, and making gin in the Cowichan 
Valley.

Rehearsal Photography by Peter Pokorny

3050 Nanaimo Street, Victoria, BC  •  Ph: (250) 386-5542  •  Fx: (250) 386-7838
sales@hillsideprinting.com     www.hillsideprinting.com

All the best in 2016  
to our Belfry Theatre friends.



MAR 2 – 19, 2016
FEMALE TRANSPORT
HISTORICAL DRAMA BY STEVE GOOCH
DIRECTED BY M. BJORNSON
a story of survival & solidarity at sea

250.384.2142 langhamtheatre.ca

Consider a gift 
 to the Belfry Theatre...

 Your theatre

 Your community

Thank you!
To make a donation:
www.belfry.bc.ca/donate
250-385-6815
or drop by our box office

The Belfry Theatre flourishes 
thanks to support 
from individuals like you. 
Please consider making 
a tax-deductible contribution 
or monthly pledge. 
Every dollar you contribute 
makes a tremendous 
difference to the work we do.

BELFRY THEATRE 
ANNUAL FUND



Nicholas Harrison
Fight Director
Nicholas Harrison was trained as an actor in 
London, England and the London Academy 
of Performing Arts, has a Masters in Directing 
from the University of Victoria and a PhD 
from the University of British Columbia. He 
has written a book about the origins of stage 
combat in Canada and continues to choreograph 
violence for film, television and theatre all over 
the world. He is currently developing a play 
about child abuse based on the true story of his 
time at a private school in British Columbia and 
how he credits Star Wars with saving his life. At 
present he teaches theatre and film at Capilano 
University, stages violence for Bard on the Beach 
and continues to act in film and television.

Creative Team

  Nicholas Harrison                                                                    Sarah Jane Pelzer

Sarah Jane Pelzer
Director Trainee
Sarah Jane is a Victoria-based actor and direc-
tor working in theatre and opera. A veteran 
of Atomic Vaudeville, she spent 2009-2013 
playing Jane Doe in their Dora award win-
ning production Ride the Cyclone. As a found-
ing member of Snafu Dance Theatre she has 
co-devised, sound designed and performed 
in several physical theatre shows including 
(most recently) SomethingVille: a large-scale 
puppet show for children. Recently, she 
completed a season long residency with 
Pacific Opera Victoria as well as a mentor-
ship with Canadian Opera Director Brent 
Krysa. Currently she’s directing a production 
of Purcell’s The Fairy Queen for the Opera 
Studio at the Victoria Conservatory.

Voted Victoria’s number 
one restaurant by 

Vancouver Magazine!
‘It’s what you deserve’

250.388.4222
info@stagewinebar.com



OVER 30 YEARS IN VICTORIA AT 2002 OAK BAY AVENUE
250-592-7115 • www.prestigepictureframing.ca

Let us care for your art.

P R E S T I G E
P I C T U R E  F R A M I N G  E T C E T E R A

Fruit and Homemade 
Protein Powder Smoothie

Prep Time: 5 minutes

Cook Time: None

Makes: 1 Smoothie

Tempt your senses at 
thriftyfoods.com/recipes

Customer Care: 250.544.1234

Pr�udly s�pp�rtin� th� arts in �ur c�mmunity

Congratulations to the Belfry
for staging “The Valley”, a moving 

play from Victoria’s Joan MacLeod.
Carole James, MLA
Victoria-Beacon Hill
Community Office
1084 Fort Street 

tel: 250.952.4211
carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca

www.carolejamesmla.ca



by John Threlfall 

Ever wonder why the Belfry doesn’t have a 
stage door? Turns out it’s not just a design 
fluke, but actually part of a conscious 
plan to build community. “I didn’t want 
the artists to arrive and not say hello to 
the Box Office clerks and Front of House 
Manager,” explains former General Manager Mary Desprez. “These people are part of your team, 
working on your behalf, so why would you come and go out the back and never see them?”

That kind of inclusive thinking was a large part of Desprez’s vision during her 1987 to 2010 
tenure. “Every single role is important in theatre,” she emphasizes. “It’s the most collaborative art 
form, and it’s the collaboration I’ve always loved so much. In theatre, it’s such a joy when you 
have a team working at that incredible level.”

Desprez saw her first Belfry show in 1980 (On Golden Pond), then volunteered as a Front of 
House Manager, worked as Box Office Manager, and was eventually hired as General Manager at 
a particularly dicey time… at the tender age of 26. “I had no idea how bad the situation was: we 
had a $250,000 budget with a $270,000 deficit. In my youthful exuberance, I just thought, ‘We’ll 
roll up our sleeves and get to work.’ ”

Which, of course, is exactly what happened. In addition to buying the building and undergoing 
nearly a decade of renovations, Desprez oversaw a budgetary increase from $250,000 to $2.5  
million, the elimination of the company’s deficit, a tripling of the programming and the retire-
ment of the building mortgage. “It would be great if I said we had a plan, but it was always just 
taking the next logical step…we were constantly building and evolving over time.” 

Desprez says it’s the Belfry’s “amazing” staff who deserve more applause than they’ll ever get. “The 
team are truly phenomenal, I can’t stress that enough. There have been, and will continue to be, 
brilliant artists on that stage – but nothing would happen without that team. You can have all 
kinds of grandiose ideas, but if you don’t have a tenacious, remarkable, loyal team, none of it will 
come to fruition.”

Clearly proud of the legacy she helped build, Desprez has a unique view of the Belfry itself. 
“Working in theatre means building memories – you have them forever, but they’re not tangible. 
So by putting energy into saving that heritage building and creating a beautiful, safe place for the 
audience and the artists, we made something tangible, something that’s more than a memory.”

Belfry Builders

Memories Made Real
For Mary Desprez, great teamwork  
has always been the secret  
of the Belfry’s success



Bravo!

2015-2016 40th Anniversary Season 
Fundraising Campaign 
The following individuals have invested 
generously to raise funds in support of 
ongoing Belfry Theatre Operations.

Director's Circle: Godsend ($10,000+)
40 Patrick Stewart
Anonymous (1)

Director's Circle: Production Sponsor 
($5,000 - $9,999)
40 Terry & Leslie Farmer
Anne McLaughlin
Dr. Stephen Tax *
Anonymous (1)

Director's Circle: Artist Supporter 
($2,500 - $4,999)
Eric & Lee Adler
Ian & Gloria Back Fund †
Stephen & Michelle Brown
Rob & Shirley Hunter
40 The Jawl Foundation
Claude & Joan Mury
Anonymous (1)

Director's Circle: Member  
($1,200 - $2,499)
Dr. Perry & Annamaria Bamji
Sherri Bird & Bill Bird
Edward J. Chambers **
Katherine Farris & Kit Pearson
David Harris Flaherty
Barbara Greeniaus & Bill Israel
Ivan Habel
Philomena Hanson
Bruce & Barbara Housser *
Fiona Hunter
In Memory of Jean Elizabeth Kõdar
Helen Lansdowne
Lillian McKimm
Elizabeth McPherson Fund for the Arts †
Robert Milne
Patricia O'Brien & Michael Gaudet
Joan Peggs
Barbara & Kim Potash
Shelagh & Brad Rinald *
Michael Shamata *
Paul & Susan Siluch
Lee & Karl Soberlak Foundation
Andy Stephenson
Susan Stevenson & Bruce McGuigan
Judy Stewart *
John & Suzanne Stewart
Avril & Bob Tyrrell
Catherine & John Windsor
Michael & Vicki Ziegler
Anonymous (1)

Disciple ($1,000 - $1,199)
Hon. David & Mrs. Anderson
Susan & Gary Braley
Eric & Nora Clarke
Mary Jane Derksen
Commodore & Janice Drent
Carol A. Gray *
Robert & Devi Jawl Foundation
Mohan & Kathy Jawl
Bill & Maureen Murphy-Dyson
Gordon & Grace Rogers

Ian Rye & Melina Boucher
Robert & Joan Snowden
Anonymous (2)

Adherent ($500 - $999)
Tom & Nancy Bailey
Adrienne Betty
Lorie Bradley & Russ Pym
Jerri Carson
Donna Christie & Richard Shapka
Darlene Elaine Clover *
Eric & Michele Fretz
Georgia Gibbs
Bob & Sara Harman
Joe & Linda Harvey
Jean Horowitz
Bill & Joan Huzar *
Andrew Karwowski & Sylvie Cote
Patti-Anne & Martin Kay
John & Anne Keay
John Krich
Mark F. McLean
Robert Mitchell & Eloise Spitzer
Michael Morres
Nightingale Preschool & Junior 
Kindergarten **
Michael Olson
Ronald & Judith Parish
Cindy Petrowski & Phil Marsh
Edwin & Carmen Pitcher
Ronald & Juliana Polstein
Pauline Price
Mary-Ellen Purkis
Mary Scobie & Paul Boughen
Alec Scoones
Margaret L. Smith **
Robert Thomson
Tom Ward **
Dr. Monika & George Winn *
Patricia M. Young

Advocate ($150 - $499)
Marianne Alto
William & Marlene Anderson
Kenneth & Sylvia Austin
Douglas Baer
Clayton Baraniuk & Jason Dubois *
Gordon Barefoot
Robert & Evelyn H. Barrigar
Beverly Berkhold
Christine & Michael Bloomfield
Darralyn Bonnor
Harry & Beryl Borris
Gisele Boyer
Peter Douglas Bray
Elizabeth Bridger
Monty & Nancy Bryant
Sherry & John Butler
Jane Butler-McGregor
Mikell Callahan
Miriam & Henry Caplan
Carl & Carole Cederberg
Eric & Shirley Charman *
Dr. Dana Chlysta **
Ida Chong
Adelle Clements
Anne Clinckett & Denny Gelinas **
Jane Clinckett
Chris & Susan Considine
George & Diane Copley
Ron Cox & Bev Suzuki
Ross Crockford & Jennifer Wise
Stephen Cushing & Debbie Gill
Donald & Judith Daly
Pat Davey
Mavis Degirolamo *
Oksana Dexter

Milus Douglas
Donna Dupas
John Dutton
Lawrence Eastick
Ross & Faye Eddy
Rita Estock
Bob & Sylvia Fair
Delaine Faulkner *
Carol & Ron Fedrau-Ens
Jean Field
Malcolm Foy
Jane Francis & Dave Skilling
Marguerite Friesen
Helen Gans
Ann Geddes
Peter & Beverly Gibson
Geoff & Linda Giles
Daphne Goode
In Memory of Len Graves
Glen Hammond & Catherine Scott
Alan & Dianne Hanna
Chris & Catriona Harker
Anne Holtzman & Gordon Philippe
John & Elaine Hooper
Katrin Horowitz & Andrew Croll
Helen & Ted Hughes
Lynda & Walter Hundleby
Audrey Johnson
Don & Lydia Kasianchuk
Kindred Spirits Veterinary Hospital
Bruce & Gwyneth Kingham
Alina Maris Krogstad
Peter Kruselnicki
Lois Lacheur & Derek Whittle
Marty Laurence & Mort Nelson
P. Leslie & S. Boies
Glynis Leyshon & Richard Brownsey
Allana Lindgren
Andrew Lunn *
Dan MacDougall & Karen McDiarmaid
Bruce & Nikki MacKenzie
Ken & May Mah-Paulson
Margaret Mair
Peter & Helen Malcolm
Robert & Lynda Malpass
Jessie Mantle
Margaret Martin
In Memory of Shurly Mazerolle
Helen & Dan McAllister
Mary McAvoy
Terence & Ann McMullen
Lois McNabb
Celso E. Mendoza *
Michelle Morris
Jon & Gail Muzio
Bill & Coline Neilson
Kelvin & Elisabeth Nelson
Beate & Kirk Northcott
Alfred Panter *
Margie Parikh & Lonn Friese
Marie Peach
Julie & Bill Pearce
Carol & Emily Prowse
Adrienne Radford
Murray Rankin
Shirley A. Ross *
Jaci Ross
Ann Saddlemyer
Barbara J. Scott
David & Jean Screech
Don Shaw
C. Stephen & Mary Smith
Michael Stewart
Nalini & Tim Stewart
Leonard & Valerie Stubel

(con't)



CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets Inc., a subsidiary of CIBC and a Member of the Canadian 
Investor Protection Fund and Investment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada. If you are currently a 
CIBC Wood Gundy client, please contact your Investment Advisor. 

Fossil Fuel Free Investing

In a dynamic interconnected world, there is no simply getting rid of stocks,  
bonds or investment funds that are unethical or morally ambiguous. 

Call us and we can discuss our thoughtful and tough screening process that can  
help align your values and your investments – and meet your �nancial goals.

Call 250 361-2284 or visit www.smartsustainableinvesting.com

Blue Heron Advisory Group

The Belfry acknowledges the generous recent and past gifts from the estates of:

Shirley Mae Dawson     Marion Grace Mersereau     Margaret Seens     Anonymous

Gift planning is an inspired, meaningful and deeply personal way to secure the future of the Belfry 
Theatre. The support of visionary philanthropy ensures that the Belfry will continue to flourish as 
Greater Victoria’s premier contemporary theatre company.

Ask your professional advisors about the tax advantages of charitable donations and bequests.  
We would welcome the opportunity to ensure that your gift is recognized according to your  
wishes during and/or after your lifetime. For more information on planning your gift to the  
Belfry Theatre, please contact:	 Susan Stevenson
			   Development Manager
			   Tel:  250-385-6835, ext. 229
			   development@belfry.bc.ca

Charitable registration number: 119215549RR0001

Legacy Gifts

Advocate ($150 - $499) (con't)
Kenneth Wm. Thornicroft
Giles Thorp **
Jeanette & Stephen Titus
David & Dorothy Torontow
Michael & Anne Tyler
Thomas & Diana van Cleave
Nick & Carmel van Der Westhuizen
Gordon & Deanna Wallace
Terry J. Waller *
Sharon Walls

Donovan & Maryla Waters
Drs. Robert Weyant & Marsha Hanen
Jane Whiteley
Marla & Hal Yacowar, QC *
Anonymous (16)

Our thanks to the 74 Believers  
($75 - $149) and 152 Friends (up to 
$74).
A special thank you to the known and 
anonymous donors who have made 
bequests to the Belfry Theatre.

As of January 13, 2016
** New Donor
* Donor moved up a category since last 
show.
† Through the Victoria Foundation.
40  40th Anniversary Matching 
Campaign Donor



Bravo!

The Belfry Theatre gratefully acknowledges the  
financial support of The Canada Council for the 
Arts, the Government of Canada, the Province of 
British Columbia through the British Columbia Arts 
Council and the Gaming Policy and Enforcement 
Branch, the Capital Regional District Arts 
Development Office and the City of Victoria.

40th Anniversary Season Sponsors
Cook’s Day Off
Helijet
Thrifty Foods
Times Colonist

Show Sponsors
Allison Piano
Graham Isenegger & Neil Chappell
  of CIBC Wood Gundy – Blue Heron Group
The Co-operators General Insurance Company
Gabriel Ross Furniture
Hillside Printing
Jennifer Roberts Florist
Munro’s Books
TD Bank Group

Host Hotels and Accommodation Sponsors
Accent Inns
The Fairmont Empress
Garden Oaks Fine Accommodation
The Magnolia Hotel & Spa
Villa Marco Polo

Media Sponsors
Boulevard Magazine
KiSS 103.1 
FOCUS Magazine
Times Colonist
98.5 The Ocean

Facility and Operations Sponsors
CD Specialty Cleaning & Restoration
Costa Verde Landscaping
Dowell's Moving & Storage
The Finishing Store
KPMG
Monk Office
Prism Imaging
The Soap Exchange

Hospitality Sponsors
Caffé Fantastico
Charelli’s Delicatessan
Everything Wine
Sea Cider
Spinnakers Brewpub & Guesthouse

Floral Sponsor
Jennifer Roberts Florist 

Belfry 101 Sponsor
The Joint Pizzeria & Deli

Booksmack Partners/Sponsors
Greater Victoria Public Library
Munro’s Books

Crush Sponsors
Boulevard Magazine
The Cooperators General Insurance Company
Everything Wine
Inn at Laurel Point
KiSS 103.1 
Times Colonist
98.5 Ocean

SPARK Festival Sponsors
CVV Magazine
Government of Canada
Hotel Zed

Upstage Magazine Sponsor
Fastrac Printing

VocalEye Sponsors
Aroga Technologies 

Foundations
Barnes Family Foundation
   through the Victoria Foundation
Belfry Theatre Society Endowment Fund 
   through the Victoria Foundation
The Hamber Foundation
40 The Jawl Foundation
The Leon and Thea Koerner Foundation
Provincial Employees Community Services Fund
The Stewart Fund 
   through the Vancouver Foundation
Vancouver Foundation
Victoria Foundation 

Gold Business Circle Members
de Vine Vineyards
Orca Book Publishers
Susan Salomonsson, Chartered Professional Accountant
St. Margaret’s School
Carolann Steinhoff, Queensbury Securities Inc.

Silver Business Circle Members
Field & Company LLP Chartered Accountants
Garside Signs & Displays
Horne Coupar Barristers and Solicitors
Jean Medland, Realtor, Re/Max Alliance
Kane Straith Fine Clothing
Moxie’s Bar and Grill
RDH Building Science Inc. 
Storey’s Gate Project Management & Construction Inc.
Victoria Arts Marketing

40 40th Anniversary Matching Campaign Donor



We are working 
together with
Belfry Theatre to 
make a difference  
in our communities.

® The TD logo and other trade-marks are the property of  
The Toronto-Dominion Bank.

Proud to support 
the performing 
arts.

M05234 (0314)

Our 40 TH 

Anniversary 
Celebration

40 years of giving Greater Victoria 

outstanding contemporary theatre is 

cause for celebration, so prepare for 

a gala event at the Belfry.

Saturday May 14th, 2016
5:30pm
Tickets $250, including a minimum 

$100 tax receipt

To reserve your spot please contact 

our box o�ce at 250-38 5-6815

Gala sponsor:



WINCHESTER GALLERIES

winchestergalleriesltd.com
2260 Oak Bay Avenue  250-595-2777

SANDRA MEIGS 
 

February 2 - 27, 2016


