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Troy Van Leeuwen Expands Soundscapes with SOMA COSMOS

"I don’t know what is going to happen when I put something into it, but I love managing the chaos and finding the beauty in that," says Queens of the Stone Age lead guitarist

Los Angeles, CA, April 11, 2024 — Troy Van Leeuwen is best known as the lead guitarist in the internationally successful Queens of the Stone Age (QOTSA). When he is not recording or touring with QOTSA, Van Leeuwen has been involved with several other bands and projects, including The Damned, Jane's Addiction, independent film scoring and his latest project, Gone is Gone, among others. 

Whether he is recording in the studio or on tour packed with live performance dates, his pedalboard consists of only the most tried and true effects. "I have a good 30-plus years of playing gigs under my belt, and I know what I like and I know what I can use," he says. "The rig I used for The Damned was different than what I used for Jane’s Addiction, and the Jane’s Addiction rig was way different than what I use for Queens of the Stone Age." Recently, he began using SOMA Laboratory's COSMOS pedal, an 'anti-pedal' capable of some very untraditional - but creative - outcomes. "Having something like COSMOS is cool because it is going to generate something new creatively."

A certain mystique and curious nature
Recently Van Leeuwen has been trying his hand at scoring a forthcoming independent film. "I had just acquired COSMOS and was able to use it towards the end of the project," he says. "It is really like an ambient machine, and I feel like I am just scratching the surface of it." He appreciates its sonic mystique and curious nature of the sounds COSMOS generates: "I love the temporal nature of it, how you never know what you are going to get out of it. Every time I plug it in, I get something new. I’m really loving it." 

Most recently, Van Leeuwen just finished tracking the latest Gone is Gone record, a 'supergroup' project that features Troy Sanders from Mastodon, Tony Hajjar of At The Drive-In and Sparta and Tony Kanal from No Doubt. He says he used COSMOS on the new album - their fourth - just before embarking on tour. 

"It is a fantastic exploratory tool, and of course it is a diamond for ambient music," he explains, saying that he keeps COSMOS at the end of the signal chain on his pedalboard. "When I am performing live, I am not just using it as a looper - though I know it is capable of that. Instead, I sort of use it as a ‘catch and release’ device. I will capture this note and that note, and then the more it regenerates gives it this really great lo-fi quality, similar to every ambient record I’ve ever loved from the ‘80s," he says, referencing This Mortal Coil's Filigree and Shadow, and David Silvain's post-Japan recordings.  

COSMOS the friendly ghost
"COSMOS is like letting out a ghost," says Van Leeuwen. "It is not aggressive, and it is really doing this beautiful thing, unravelling and reassembling my sounds. It is more like an instrument to me, rather than like a traditional fuzz box or something." He has experimented using COSMOS in combination with other pedals. "The chorus pedal I was using spread out COSMOS' sound even further," he explains. "I only played a couple of notes, then let the regeneration take over." 

During his QOTSA shows, Van Leeuwen has been using COSMOS in between songs, as well as on song introductions. "One of our biggest songs is called "Go With The Flow”, and lately we’ve been doing this introduction where it is just me doing the melody, harmonies and chorus with this ambient wash before we launch into the song. This was the big moment where I realized I could do all of that with COSMOS. I am looking forward to doing much more of that when we are on the road." 

When he is traveling from town to town on tour, Van Leeuwen appreciates the headphone jack on the rear of COSMOS: "No matter where I am, in a hotel room or wherever, I can just put on headphones and go to town."

To learn more about COSMOS, please visit https://somasynths.com/cosmos or visit an authorized SOMA Laboratory dealer. 


About SOMA Laboratories
SOMA laboratory was founded by Vlad Kreimer in 2016 after success with the LYRA-8 synthesizer. We are a small boutique company of like-minded people who are in love with expressive high-quality sound and are ready to spend all our time and energy to realize our vision and ideals. Our developments combine an experimental innovative approach with the simultaneous use of the best technologies of the golden age of analog synthesizer manufacturing. In addition, we provide not only a unique design and production quality but also a personal, attentive approach to each client, making the entire process from the first soldering to shipping warmed with human heart and hands.
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