“IF THE SYSTEM IS BROKEN,
MY INCLINATION IS TO FIX IT

RATHER THAN TO FIGHT IT.”
—SONIA SOTOMAY(R qume e can do 8o little;

?Cogeﬁze/@ we can do 80 much.)
—Nelen Keller
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INTRODUCT

Harry Belafonte 1 When the founders of our country wrote the Constitution, they began
with three revolutionary words: We the People. They began with the
extraordinary idea that the future of a country is its people’s future—

Queen Lili‘uokalani Emily Hughes 2 and their fate will be its fate.
Frederick Douglass Lisa Congdon 5 This is an idea that invests in citizenship a profound majesty, an individ-
. ual dignity, and a lifelong responsibility of each man and woman to one
John Lewis Dan Santat 8 another.
Maya Angelou Sean Qualls 1

This is an idea that invests in equality the assurance that when oppor-
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Brian Pinkney 14 tunity is shared, it does not divide but rather multiplies, advancing the

horizons of each individual and each industry.
Eleanor Roosevelt Molly Idle 16

This is an idea that testifies powerfully to the truth that when we turn
Gwendolyn Brooks SUELENCLIE 19 our backs on one another, we turn the world against us, and we leave
ourselves each to fight alone . . . but that when every man and woman’s

Sonia Sotomayor John Parra 22 R ) )
plight is our plight, then we find at every hand brothers and sisters to
Dolores Huerta Radl the Third 24 fight for us, and at our sides.
W. E. B. Du Bois Greg Pizzoli 26 This idea—e pluribus unum—out of many, one—insists that through our
ith h | li heigh
Maya Angelou Selina Alko 29 sacred bond with one another, a people can climb to a height undreamt

of by the tyrannical past, and that in that light, all rights, human rights
E. B. White Melissa Sweet 32 and civil rights, rights of law and rights of conscience, are, at the begin-
ning and the end, what makes us all one, together.

Khalil Gibran Innosanto Nagara 35
- . Ahead of us are you, our future leaders, who will continue to learn the
Nina Simone Shadra Strickland 38 historical accomplishments, along with the mistakes, of our ancestors.
Helen Keller Alina Chau 41 Take this opportunity to explore this illustrious book highlighting some of
the most influential figures in the historical fight for equality and justice.
Barack Obama Christopher Silas Neal 44

~HARRY BELAFONTE
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“You must remember
hever To cease to act
because you
fear you may fail.”

—Queen Lili‘uokalani



FREDERICK DOUGLASS A illustrated by LISA CONGDON ok
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"WE MAY NOT HAVE CHOSEN THE TIME, BUT THE TIME HAS CHOSEN US.”

—JOHN LEWIS



JOHN LEWIS A illustrated by DAN SANTAT

10

"JUST LIKE MOONS AND LIKE SUNS,
WITH THE CERTAINTY OF TIDES,
JUST LIKE HOPES SPRINGING HIGH,

STILL I'LL RISE.

-MAYA ANGELOU
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“Darkness cannot drive out darkness.
Only light can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate.

Only love can do that.”
—-Dr. Martin Luther King |r.
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ELEANOR ROOSEVELT A illustrated by MOLLY IDLE

18

" THE WORLD AND ALL OF ITS PROBLEMS can seem so very
- big...and that can make eaqh one of us feel so very small _
~and alone. And when we feel alone, it is easy to think there
s little that any one of us can do to help. But these words by
'f._'EIeanor Roosevelt remind me that even the smallest acts of -

;_: are only imaginary. The little place | call home is next door

© toanother home, which is next door to another home, and

ke ~ another and another, and _rh?a'h_y, many more, that lead to your
o little hofne‘"-So we are never'truly alone—we are all connected.
~ Andall of us, together Ilttle by IlttIe can make this big: world a
' "":._.better pIace -

- klndness can help make the world a better place. After all, the .
lines drawn on maps to divide us into nations, states, and towns

—MOLLY IDLE?

(on previous spread) N
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“We are each others harvest
e are each others business;
We are each other’s magnitude and bond

—Gwendolyn Brooks
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“IF THE SYSTEM IS BROKEN,
MY INCLINATIDN IS TO FIX IT
RATHER THAN T0 FIGHT IT.

—SONIA SOTOMAYOR

THERE IS CALL TO ACTION in Supreme Court Justice
Sonia Sotomayor’s words. Often, the process of solving
large systematic issues is not easy. It involves planning,
determination, cooperation, and hard work. Sometimes,
in order to stay focused, we need to begin with small
steps to address a problem. Sotomayor’s words remind
us that we can accomplish much by reframing our goals
of working toward what we believe in, instead of what
we are against.

~JOHN PARRA




DOLORES HUERTA v illustrated by RAUL THE THIRD







MAYA ANGELOU 4 illustrated by SELINA ALKO
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THERE IS
AND THERE IS

b D)

—MAYA ANGELOU






KHALIL GIBRAN A illustrated by INNOSANTO NAGARA
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“Your children are not your children.
They are the sons and daughters of Life’s longing for itself.
They come through you but net fromyou,
And though they are with you yet they belong not to you.

You may give them your love but et your thoughts,
For they have their own thoughts.

You may house their bodies but not their souls,

For their souls dweli in the house of tomorrow,
which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams.”

—Khalil Gibran






NINA SIMONE A illustrated by SHADRA STRICKLAND

40

MY MOM GAVE ME A BOOK—a biography—about
Helen Keller when | was six years old. In it | read about
how, suffering from a mysterious illness, Helen Keller
lost her sight and hearing at a young age. Yet her per-
severance triumphed over these disadvantages—she
achieved academic success, and she became an advo-
cate for people with disabilities, for women’s rights, for
social equality, and for pacifism. Her courage and opti-
mism have been an inspiration to me since | was a child.

| wanted to capture Helen Keller’s joyful spirit toward
life. The dove and olive branch symbolize peace; the
characters represent the togetherness she believed
in—a beautiful, diverse group of citizens and custodians
of our planet, who as individuals contribute each in a
small way, yet as a group are making the world a happier
place for future generations.

—ALINA CHAU

(on following spread)
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~Nelen Keller
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“Change will not come

if we wait for some other

person or some other time.

We are the ones
7 ° °
we've been waiting for.

WE ARE THE CHANGE
THAT WE SEEK.”

—Barack Obama
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BIOGRAPHIES

SELINA ALKO has always been curious
about different people and cultures,
which stems, in part, from growing up
with a Canadian mother and with a
Turkish father who spoke seven lan-
guages and taught her to paint. Her art
brims with optimism, experimentation,
and a deep commitment to multi-
culturalism and human rights. She

is the author of The Case for Loving,
which she illustrated with her husband,
Sean Qualls; and the co-illustrator, also
with Sean, of Why Am | Me? by Paige
Britt and Two Friends by Dean Rob-
bins. She has written and illustrated
several other acclaimed picture books,
including Daddy Christmas & Hanukkah
Mama and B Is for Brooklyn. She lives
in Brooklyn, New York, with her family.
Learn more at www.selinaalko.com.

ALINA CHAU grew up in Hong Kong,
where she discovered that drawing and
painting were the best way to keep her-
self out of mischief, which eventually led
her to the United States and to an MFA

from University of California, Los Ange-
les, School of Theater, Film and Tele-
vision. After over a decade working in
the animation industry, she focused on
illustration and writing stories full time.
Her whimsical art style is highly sought
after for art exhibits worldwide. Alina
Chau currently resides in Los Angeles
with her mischievous puppy, Piglet.

is an author, illustrator, and
fine artist, best known for her colorful
paintings and drawings and her quirky
hand lettering. Her books include A
Glorious Freedom: Older Women Leading
Extraordinary Lives; Whatever You Are,
Be a Good One; Art, Inc.: The Essential
Guide to Building Your Career as an
Artist; Fortune Favors the Brave; and The
Joy of Swimming. She was named one of
Forty Women to Watch Over 40 in 2015
and she is featured in the 2017 book
200 Women Who Will Change the Way
You See the World. She lives in Portland,
Oregon. You can see more of her work
at www.lisacongdon.com.

EMILY HUGHES is an Asian American illus-
trator currently living and drawing in
London, England. She is the recipient
of the 2018 Geisel Medal with Laurel
Snyder for Charlie & Mouse. Her books
include Wild and The Little Gardener,
and illustrations done for Sean Tay-
lor’s A Brave Bear and Carter Higgins’s
Everything You Need for a Treehouse.
Much of her work is influenced by the
natural world, stemming from memo-

ries of her family and childhood in Hilo,

Hawaii.

MOLLY IDLE is the Caldecott Honor-
winning illustrator of Flora and the Fla-
mingo. She is also the creator of Flora

and the Penguin, Flora and the Peacocks,

and the Rex series—which includes Tea
Rex, Camp Rex, and Sea Rex. Molly lives
and works with her fabulous family

in Tempe, Arizona, where she can be
found with a cup of espresso in one
hand and a pencil in the other, scrib-
bling away on her next book. To learn
more about Molly and her work visit
www.idleillustration.com.

JUANA MEDINA is the author and illus-
trator of 1 Big Salad, ABC Pasta, Sweet
Shapes, and the 2017 Pura Belpré
Award winner, Juana & Lucas. She also
illustrated Smick! written by Doreen
Cronin. Juana has studied and taught
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and the Corcoran School o

& Design. She lives in Washmgt’% ,?

D.C., with her wife, twin sons, an /e

thelr dear dog, Rosita. Visit her at 6\0

www.juanamedina.com. ¢
was born and raised

in Jakarta, Indonesia, and came to

the United States to study zoology

and philosophy at UC Davis. He then

moved to the San Francisco Bay Area,

where he worked as a graphic designer

for a range of activist projects before

founding Design Action Collective, a

worker-owned design studio serving

the movement for social justice. His

journey as a children’s book author

and illustrator began with the surprise

bestseller A Is for Activist. He has since

written and illustrated a number of

other “new wave” children’s books

with social justice and activist themes:

Counting on Community, My Night in the

Planetarium, and The Wedding Portrait.

His fifth book, an illustrated chapter

book about what makes a movement,
will be coming out in the Fall of 2019.

is an award-
winning illustrator and author who
regularly contributes to the New York
Times and The New Yorker, and creates
book covers for various publishers. He
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has directed short animated videos for
Kate Spade and Anthropologie, and
was awarded a medal from the Society
of lllustrators for his work in motion
graphics.

He illustrated the acclaimed picture
books Over and Under the Snow and
Lifetime, both of which explore the
natural world. Over and Under the
Snow, with author Kate Messner, was
praised for its “stunning retro-style
illustrations” (New York Times); it was
a 2011 New York Times Editor’s Choice
and won an E. B. White Honor Award
in 2012. He recently contributed art to
New York Times bestseller Goodnight
Songs, a collection of poems by the
author of Goodnight Moon, Margaret
Wise Brown. Christopher's authorial
debut, Everyone, is available now.

JOHN PARRA is an award-winning illus-
trator, designer, and educator, best
known for his illustrated Latino-themed
children’s books such as Waiting for
the Biblioburro, Green Is a Chile Pepper,
and Gracias/Thanks. His recognitions
include the SCBWI Golden Kite Award,
ALA’s Pura Belpré Honors, the Chris-
topher Award, and the International
Latino Book Award. His illustration
clients have included United Airlines,
Hitachi Data, Jeep/Chrysler Motors,
National Geographic, PBS, Boston’s

Children’s Hospital, Chronicle Books,
Penguin Random House, Simon and
Schuster, and Virgin Records. Parra’s
original artwork has also been show-
cased and displayed in numerous gal-
lery shows and museum exhibitions in
New York, California, and throughout
the United States and abroad. Many of
his fine art paintings now reside with
private collectors. In 2015 John was
invited by the Metropolitan Museum
of Art in New York to present a special
event about his work and career in art
and illustration; and in 2017 his work
was seen at the U.S. Post Office on six
new Forever Stamps titled Delicioso,
with art celebrating Latino cuisine.
John’s recent children’s book, Frida
Kahlo and Her Animalitos, was selected
as one of the winners of the New York
Times/New York Public Library Best
lllustrated Children’s Books of 2017 and
received an ALA Pura Belpré Honor
as well. Today, John lives with his wife,
Maria, in Queens, New York. To learn
more visit www.johnparraart.com.

In addition to two Caldecott Honors,
has also been awarded
the Boston Globe-Horn Book Award,
a Coretta Scott King Award, and four
Coretta Scott King Honors. When-
ever he sets a goal he taps into his
inner animal, and he credits an active
and playful imagination as a key to his

success in sports, art, and life. Brian
lives in Brooklyn, New York, with his
wife and frequent collaborator, Andrea
Davis Pinkney, and their two children.
www.brianpinkney.net.

GREG PIZZ0LIis the author and illustra-
tor of several picture books including
The Watermelon Seed, Good Night Owl,
and This Story Is for You. His artwork is
featured in many other books, includ-
ing the Jack series by Mac Barnett,
the My Little Cities series by Jennifer
Adams, and North, South, East, West
by Margaret Wise Brown. He lives in
Philadelphia.

finds inspiration every-
where, from old buildings, nature, fairy
tales, black memorabilia, and outsider
art to cave paintings, African imag-
ery, mythology, music, and his native
Brooklyn. He is the co-illustrator,
with his wife, Selina Alko, of the cel-
ebrated picture books Two Friends
by Dean Robbins and The Case for
Loving, also written by Selina Alko.
Other acclaimed picture books he
has illustrated include Giant Steps to
Change the World by Spike Lee and
Tonya Lewis Lee; Little Cloud and Lady
Wind by Toni Morrison and her son
Slade; Dizzy by Jonah Winter; and
Before John Was a Jazz Giant by Car-
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received a Coretta Scott K f%)
tor Honor. He lives in Brooklyr@e
York, with his family. Visit him on
www.seanqualls.com.

DAN SANTAT is the Caldecott Medal-
winning and New York Times—
bestselling author and illustrator of
The Adventures of Beekle: The Unimag-
inary Friend and the road trip/time
travel adventure Are We There Yet? His
artwork is also featured in numerous
picture books, chapter books, and
middle-grade novels, including Dav
Pilkey’s Ricky Ricotta series. Dan lives
in Southern California with his wife,
two kids, and many, many pets.

SHADRA STRICKLAND is an illustrator
whose work includes Loving vs. Virginia,
Bird, and A Child’s Book of Prayers and
Blessings. She has won an Ezra Jack
Keats Award, a Coretta Scott King/
John Steptoe Award for New Talent,
and an NAACP Image Award. She is
also a professor of illustration at the
Maryland Institute College of Art.

MELISSA SWEET is a collage artist
obsessed with the alphabet in any
form. She has written and illustrated
many award-winning books including
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Balloons Over Broadway: The True Story
of the Puppeteer of Macy’s Parade, a
Sibert Medal winner; two Caldecott
Honor-winning books, The Right Word
and A River of Words, both by Jen
Bryant; and Little Red Writing by Joan
Holub.

Melissa wrote and illustrated Some
Writer! The Story of E. B. White, a New
York Times bestseller, which garnered
the National Council of Teachers of
English Orbis Pictus Award for nonfic-
tion and a Boston Globe-Horn Book
Honor. Her favorite quote by E. B.
White are words she brings to the stu-
dio each day: “Be tidy. Be brave.”

Reviewers have described Melissa's
unique mixed-media illustrations as
“exuberant,” “outstanding,” and “a
creative delight.” When she’s not in
her studio she can be found riding her
red Schwinn bicycle around Portland,
Maine, with her dog, Ruby.

teaches classes on draw-
ing and comics for kids at the Museum
of Fine Arts and the Institute of Con-
temporary Art in Boston, Massachu-
setts, where he lives. He is the illus-
trator of the graphic novel Lowriders
series, written by Cathy Camper.




“You must remember
hever to cease to act
because you
fear you may fail.”

—Queen Lili‘uokalani

“Darkness cannot
drive out darkness.
Only light can do that.

Hate cannot drive out hate.

Only love can do that.

-Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.






