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[bookmark: _Hlk5609496]Luca de Meo is awarded an Honorary Master’s Degree from Italy’s CUOA Business School
· The President of SEAT has been acknowledged for his ethical management style, focussed on innovation, and his commitment to promoting talent
· CUOA Business School President Federico Visentin presented him with an Honorary Master’s Degree in Business Administration 

[bookmark: _GoBack]SEAT President Luca de Meo was awarded an Honorary Master’s Degree in Business Administration from the Italian business school CUOA for his ethical management style focused on innovation, business culture and promoting talent. CUOA President Federico Visentin handed him the diploma at a ceremony held at the business school. This important distinction has recognised great achievers including former Ferrari President Luca Cordero di Montezemolo, Enel President Patrizia Grieco, designer and entrepreneur Brunello Cucinelli and former Fiat Chrysler Automobiles President Sergio Marchionne. 

Luca de Meo has more than 25 years’ experience in the automotive industry. He has worked for ten brands from four automotive groups and has participated in the launch of more than 50 models. During his career, the current President of SEAT has focused on values, which in his opinion create value, and on fostering innovation.

The President of SEAT stated “it is an honour and a privilege to receive a Master Honoris Causa from one of the most recognised business schools in Italy”. He added that “attitude is the spark that ignites innovation. But a single spark is not enough; it requires support from institutions, a business network that is connected and forward-looking and an excellent academic environment. For this reason, institutions such as CUOA Business School play a fundamental role in the development of talent and innovative thinking in the business environment.” 

Furthermore, CUOA Business School President Federico Visentin pointed out that “by awarding Luca de Meo an Honorary Master’s Degree in Business Administration, CUOA Business School wishes to acknowledge his success, the quality and skills that characterise his management style, and the human values that have guided him throughout his career. We appreciate Luca de Meo’s commitment to improving talent, his ability to rely on business culture as the key to success of every business, and his commitment to an efficient management model which fully represents Italian culture, heritage and entrepreneurship in the world.”

CUOA Business School is a prestigious Italian business school that was founded in 1957 with the aim of contributing to the dissemination of business culture, which it also views as a social commitment. During the ceremony, the business school presented its 48 masters programme students with their executive MBA. 
Geared to creating value 
Luca de Meo has been the President of SEAT since November 2015 and he also chairs the Board of Directors of CUPRA and SEAT Metropolis:Lab Barcelona; he is the director of XMOBA and Chairman of the Board of Directors of Volkswagen Group Spain Distribution, as well as the Head of the Volkswagen Group in Spain. 

Under his leadership, SEAT has launched the biggest product offensive in the history of the company and significantly boosted its financial and commercial results, achieving historic records in the last years. The company has reorganised its structure and launched projects aimed at offering mobility services and has increased its international presence as well. In 2018, SEAT successfully launched a new brand, CUPRA, which in just one and a half years has managed to captivate motoring enthusiasts.
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SEAT is the only company that designs, develops, manufactures and markets cars in Spain. Member of the Volkswagen Group, the multinational has its headquarters in Martorell (Barcelona), exporting 80% of its vehicles, and is present in 80 countries on all five continents. In 2018, SEAT sold 517,600 cars, the highest figure in the 68-year history of the brand, posted a profit after tax of 294 million euros and a record turnover of close to 10 billion euros. 

The SEAT Group employs more than 15,000 professionals and has three production centres – Barcelona, El Prat de Llobregat and Martorell, where it manufactures the highly successful Ibiza, Arona and Leon. Additionally, the company produces the Ateca in the Czech Republic, the Tarraco in Germany, the Alhambra in Portugal and soon Mii electric production will start in Slovakia. 
 
The multinational has a Technical Centre, which operates as a knowledge hub that brings together 1,000 engineers who are focussed on developing innovation for Spain’s largest industrial investor in R&D. SEAT already features the latest connectivity technology in its vehicle range and is currently engaged in the company’s global digitalisation process to promote the mobility of the future.
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