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Top Pick
Thursday 10 January 8.00pm

Escape From The City
The series is a timely ‘how to’ guide, packed full of expert advice and industry insights for
those seeking a different way of life. Each episode sees one of our five impressive hosts –
Jane Hall, Simon Marnie, Bryce Holdaway, Del Irani and Dean Ipaviz – guiding a family,
couple or individual through the trials and tribulations of their life-changing decision to
escape the city and move to coastal, country or regional Australia.
From beach-side shacks perched on coastal cliffs in Victoria, to terraced houses in need
of renovation in quiet country towns and bushland retreats on the edges of the Northern
Queensland rainforest, each episode sees one of our property mad hosts take a
contributor on the house hunt of their dreams. Taking into account their needs, desires
and budget, our hosts scour the country and present each with four homes, hopefully one
becoming their dream home.
Along the way the hosts and participants sample local delights and visit local attractions
to get a feel for the area they are planning on moving to.
*Note: From Episode two, Escape From The City will air at the regular time of 8pm on ABC
Episode two: Thursday 10 January at 8pm on ABC and ABC iview
Adrian and Kerby are two go-getters from Sydney. Both with successful careers, they have
been using their spare time to renovate and flip houses. Now with their first baby on the
way, they want to sell their latest renovation project and head to the Southern Highlands in
New South Wales, for a career and lifestyle change.
To give the house hunters a helping hand, Escape From The City presenter Simon Marnie
takes the couple to some stunning properties that are chock-full of potential.
From a heritage weatherboard cottage to a grand farmhouse that can only be described as
a mansion, the couple are spoilt for choice. But it’s perhaps the mystery house that offers
the biggest surprise with a farming idea that takes the couple out of their comfort zone and
into an area known as the “Outback” of the Southern Highlands.
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Short synopsis
ABC Radio presenter Simon Marnie gives Sydney couple, Adrian and Kerby, a helping hand
by taking them to view some stunning properties in the Southern Highlands, NSW, as they
prepare for a career and lifestyle change.
Production details
Escape from the City is a Fremantle production for ABC. The series is based on the UK
format Escape to the Country, created by Boundless Productions. 60 x 60 minutes.
Contact
Amy Reiha on 02 8333 3852 or Reiha.Amy@abc.net.au
For previews, more information and images visit the media portal.
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Top Pick
Tuesday 8 January 8.00pm

Foreign Correspondent
The show that takes you around the globe to uncover fascinating, in-depth stories returns
for a new season. The ABC's unrivalled network of foreign correspondents report on real
international stories and the people involved.
Episode 1: Walk in Their Shoes
Heavily pregnant and with two small kids, 24-year-old Tatiana is on an epic march over
thousands of kilometres. She’s part of the “caravan” of people trudging through Mexico
towards the US border. What is she leaving behind? What are her dreams and her fears?
Eric Campbell joins the caravan to get the personal stories of the trekkers.
Production details
EP: Matthew Carney, Associate Producer: Michael Doyle, Reporter: Eric Campbell,
Producer: Matt Davis
Contact
Jillian Reeves on 02 8333 3969 or reeves.jillian@abc.net.au

.
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Top Pick
Monday 7 January 9.30pm

The Good Place
From Executive Producer
Michael Schur (Brooklyn
Nine-Nine, Parks and
Recreation, Master of
None) comes a smart,
unique new comedy
about what makes a
good person. The show
follows Eleanor
Shellstrop (Kristen Bell,
House of Lies, Veronica
Mars), an ordinary
woman who enters the
afterlife and, thanks to
some kind of error, is
sent to the Good Place instead of the Bad Place, which is definitely where she belongs.
While hiding in plain sight from Michael (Ted Danson, CSI, Cheers), the wise architect of
the Good Place (who doesn't know he's made a mistake), she's determined to shed her old
way of living and discover the awesome (or, at least, the pretty good) person within.
In episode 1, Eleanor attempts to navigate her new surroundings with Chidi (William
Jackson Harper), her kind, open-hearted "soulmate" who sees the good in people but finds
himself facing quite a dilemma; and her frustratingly perfect new neighbors, Tahani
(Jameela Jamil), Jianyu (Manny Jacinto); and Janet (D'Arcy Carden), a walking, talking
source for all the knowledge in the universe.
In episode 2, Eleanor tries to prove to Chidi that she is worthy of his help. Meanwhile,
Tahani and Jianyu try to help Michael feel better about the unknown flaw in his
neighbourhood.
In episode 3, Chidi begins formally teaching Eleanor about ethics, and lesson No. 1 is: be
kind to your neighbour. Michael and Janet help Chidi find a new, exciting hobby.
Short synopsis
A smart, new comedy following Eleanor Shellstrop (Kristen Bell, Veronica Mars), an
ordinary woman who enters the afterlife and, thanks to an error, is sent to the Good Place
instead of the Bad Place, where she belongs.
Production details
Fremulon, 3 Arts Entertainment, Universal Studios
Contacts
Safia van der Zwan on vanderzwan.safia@abc.net.au / 02 8333 3846
For previews, more information and images visit the media portal.
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Top Pick
Wednesday 9 January 9.30pm

Would I Lie To You?
Host Rob Brydon and team captains Lee Mack and David Mitchell are back for another
series of the panel show, where guests reveal embarrassing personal tales — and the
other panellists must deduce whether they’re fact or fiction.
In this episode, Footballer-turned-property expert Dion Dublin, comedians Bob Mortimer
and Lucy Porter, and the lovely Debbie McGee join host Rob Brydon and regular captains
David Mitchell and Lee Mack on the comedy panel show. As usual, the participants aim to
hoodwink their opponents with absurd facts and plausible lies about themselves in a bid
to secure a team victory.
Short synopsis:
Host Rob Brydon and team captains David Mitchell and Lee Mack are joined by a panel of
celebrities with the aim of hoodwinking their opponents with absurd facts and plausible
lies.
Production details:
Cast & Crew: Host Rob Brydon, Team Captains David Mitchell and Lee Mack.
Panellists Dion Dublin, Lucy Porter, Debbie McGee, Bob Mortimer.
Contact
Amy Reiha on 02 8333 3852 or Reiha.Amy@abc.net.au
Program not yet available for preview.
For more information and images visit the media portal
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Daily at 5.00pm

Mustangs FC
They got to the finals last season but missed
out on raising the trophy, and now the
Mustang girls are pumped and ready to get
back in the game. But can they win the cup
without Ruby? It’s all kicking off in Mustangs
land!
Episode six – Pity Party: Sunday 6 January at
5pm on ABC ME and the ABC ME app
Marnie is forced to play friendship umpire
when a team night watching soccer gets
turned into a pity-party for heartbroken Liv,
and Ruby’s unexpected appearance divide
the girls.
Episode seven – In Sync: Monday 7 January at
5pm on ABC ME and the ABC ME app
Marnie and the team campaign to get
sanitary bins for the Mustangs clubhouse,
while Anusha struggle to find the balance between independence and the support she
needs.
Episode eight – You Do You: Tuesday 8 January at 5pm on ABC ME and the ABC ME app
Marnie has been keeping a secret from Liv and when it emerges, Liv questions whether
soccer is really her passion.
Episode nine- Sparkly Girls: Wednesday 9 January at 5pm on ABC ME and the ABC ME app
Plauing in a skills comp with the best in the league, Marnie gets a wake up call – she’s
going to have to work a lot harder for her dream than she realised.
Episode ten – Seven And A Half Minutes: Thursday 10 January at 5pm on ABC ME and the
ABC ME app
Marnie desperately wants to get scouted but to do that, she has to persuade Anton to let
her play with the boys, and miss half of the Mustangs crucial semi-final.
Episode eleven – Step Up: Friday 11 January at 5pm on ABC ME and the ABC ME app
After spying the Wildcats bullying Ruby, Anusha gets carried awat with a plan to take
action. But Ruby stands up for herself.
Episode twelve - Nailbiter: Saturday 12 January at 5pm on ABC ME and the ABC ME app
The looming final against the Wildcats is sending everyone a bit crazy. Have the Mustangs
got what it takes to finally win the trophy?
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Mustangs FC is produced by Matchbox Pictures for ABC Television with production
investment funding from Screen Australia in association with Film Victoria. Distribution is
NBCU International. Produced by Amanda Higgs and Rachel Davis. Executive Producer:
Debbie Lee. ABC Executive Producers: Jan Stradling and Libbie Doherty. Writers: Kirsty
Fisher, Magda Wozniak, Rae Earl, Shanti Gudgeon, Alix Beane and Jonathan Gavin.
Directors: Corrie Chen, Jess Harris, Roger Hodgman and Ana Kokkinos.
Contacts
Amy Reiha on 02 8333 3852 / 0404 026 039 or reiha.amy@abc.net.au
For previews, more information and images visit the media portal.
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Thursday 10 January 9.00pm

Grand Designs Australia
As a brick-layer, Greg Saunders has spent most of his adult life building houses for other
people. Now after dreaming about it for more than 20 years, he’s doing it for himself out of
the materials he’s most passionate about – bricks.
He and his partner Emma are ripping down their inner-city townhouse in a South
Melbourne laneway to build a 3-level home to raise their young son Archie.
Plus, they’re giving extended family living a go – assigning the entire ground floor of their
new house to Emma’s parents, who are contributing to the budget.
Trustingly Emma’s parents have left the design of the house completely to Greg who
plans to be as creative as possible with his beloved bricks that will be custom designed
and painted by hand. His appreciation of craftsmanship is rather old-fashioned but his
unique, industrial design sensibility is very contemporary with much of the house crafted
from recycled materials found at junkyards.
But hand-made equals time consuming, and Greg is under added pressure to get the
family in, as he battles to get the in-laws’ ground level finished. Plus, living with the
extended family is new ground for all of them. Can they survive the build process AND live
harmoniously in the same house?
Production details
A FremantleMedia Australia production.
Contact
Kim Bassett on 03 8646 2580 or Bassett.Kim@abc.net.au
For preview, more information and images visit the media portal.
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7.30pm Saturday 5, 12 and 19 January

Little Women
Set against the backdrop of a country
divided, the story follows the four
March sisters: Meg (Willa Fitzgerald),
Jo (Maya Hawke), Beth (Annes Elwy),
and Amy (Kathryn Newton) on their
journey from childhood to adulthood
while their father (Dylan Baker) is
away at war.
Under the guidance of their mother
Marmee (Emily Watson), the girls
navigate what it means to be a young woman: from gender roles to sibling rivalry, first
love, loss and marriage.
Accompanied by the charming boy next door Laurie Laurence (Jonah Hauer-King), their
cantankerous wealthy Aunt March (Angela Lansbury) and benevolent neighbour Mr.
Laurence (Michael Gambon), Little Women is a coming-of-age story that is as relevant and
engaging today as it was on its original publication in 1868.
Saturday 5 January: Episode 1
Christmas, 1861. The March sisters - Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy - and their mother Marmee
prepare for Christmas without presents and without their father, a Union army chaplain
away at war. Learning to appreciate the smaller things in life, the sisters strike up a
friendship with their charming new neighbour Laurie and his tutor John Brooke.
Saturday 12 January: Episode 2
As Marmee waits by her husband’s sickbed, the March sisters must fend for themselves at
home. Together they face unrequited love, hurtful rumours and trouble at school. But
when Beth falls dangerously ill, Laurie sends for Marmee to return home.
Relief sweeps over the family when Beth recovers and Mr. March returns home for
Christmas. Jo hears promising news about her writing, while Meg and John Brooke’s
relationship develops.
The family holds a joyous wedding ceremony, but Jo grows anxious: the future for her and
her loved ones seems fraught with challenges.
Production details
Commissioned by Piers Wenger and Charlotte Moore (BBC); produced by Playground
(Wolf Hall, Howards End) for BBC One. A co-production with Masterpiece on PBS; Producer
Susie Liggat; Executive Producers: Colin Callender and Sophie Gardiner (Playground),
Heidi Thomas, Lucy Richer (BBC) and Rebecca Eaton (Masterpiece).
Contact
Kristine Way on 02 8333 3844 or 0419 969 282 or Way.Kris@abc.net.au
For preview, more information and images visit the media portal.
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Marketing Contacts
Sydney
Amy Reiha

Reiha.Amy@abc.net.au

Bluey, Play School, Doctor Who, Whovians,
Escape From The City, Junior Eurovision,
Nowhere Boys: Battle for Negative Space,
Christmas On KIDS, Father Brown Christmas
Special, Mustangs FC, Escape From The City

Bridget Stenhouse

(02) 8333 3847 / 0466 541 642
Stenhouse.Bridget@abc.net.au

Sherlock, iview Summer Comedy Binge,
Employable Me 2, Old People’s Home for 4
Year Olds, Love on the Spectrum, Would I Lie
To You?

Jillian Reeves

(02) 8333 3969 / 0419 892 379
Reeves.Jillian@abc.net.au

Australian Story, Q&A, Foreign Correspondent,
Catalyst, Victoria Votes, Don’t Stop the Music,
Ausmusic Month, Ho Ho Ho! Telling Christmas
Tales

Kristine Way

(02) 8333 3844 / 0419 969 282
Way.Kris@abc.net.au

Rake, Ask the Doctor, Little Women, Apple Tree
Yard, Victoria, Fresh Blood, Victoria: Christmas
Special – Comfort & Joy, Little Women

Peri Wilson
Marketing and
Communications
Lead - News and
Current Affairs

(02) 8333 2263 / 0409 888 866
Wilson.Peri@abc.net.au

ABC NEWS, 7.30, Four Corners, Media Watch,
Matter Of Fact, National Wrap, Insiders,
Offsiders, News Breakfast, The Drum, Behind
the News, National Press Club, The Mix, The
World, One Plus One, The Business

Safia van der Zwan

(02) 8333 3846
VanDerZwan.Safia@abc.net.au

Anh’s Brush with Fame, Exposed: The Case of
Keli Lane, Unravel True Crime, Barrenjoey
Road, The Heights, My Family and the
Galapagos, The Good Place

Kim Bassett

(03) 8646 2580 / 0409 600 456
Bassett.Kim@abc.net.au

Gardening Australia, Grand Designs, Grand
Designs Australia, Grand Designs New
Zealand, Back Roads, Call the Midwife
Christmas Special.

Yasmin Kentera

(03) 8646 2629 / 0418 813 071
Kentera.Yasmin@abc.net.au

Pine Gap, Black Comedy, War on Waste: The
Battle Continues, Spicks and Specks Reunion
Special, New Year’s Eve

Tracey Taylor

(03) 8646 2313 / 0419 528 213
Taylor.Tracey@abc.net.au

Back in Very Small Business, Shaun Micallef’s
Mad as Hell, The Weekly, Hard Quiz, Tomorrow
Tonight, The Yearly With Charlie Pickering

Programming
Enquiries:

Tania Caggegi
(ABC & ABC NEWS)
(02) 8333 4633

Matthew Vieira
(ABC KIDS, ABC COMEDY, ABC ME)
(02) 8333 1167

Melbourne

Media Portal:
Mary Fraser

(02) 8333 3848

Find publicity images and press kits for highlighted and ongoing programs at abc.net.au/tvpublicity
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