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EDOX DELFIN FLEET 1650 LIMITED EDITION REF. 88004 BRZBU BUI

Calibre Edox mechanical calibre 88

Functions Display of hours, minutes, seconds, day-date 

Diameter 43 mm

Case Bronze with rotating aluminium navy bezel 

Finishes Steel caseback, with windrose engraving and limited numbering. Special engraving 

“There is no certainty, there is only adventure”.

Dial Deep-blue

Water resistance 200 meters / 20 ATM

Glass Scratch-resistant and anti-reflective doomed sapphire crystal

Strap Genuine leather strap or NATO strap with Delfin collection buckle 

Limited Edition of 200 pieces worldwide. Presented in its special hand-made leather travel pouch.
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Says Arqueonautas spokesman 
Nikolaus Graf Sandizell of the 
search for the lost fleet: “There is 
no certainty, there is only adventure. 
We want this important UCH 
(underwater cultural heritage site) to 
be protected and the amazing tale of 
the events in 1650 to be preserved for 
future generations, and especially 
so for those who have a bearing in 
the events; ASUCH and Maresearch 
work closely together with the 
archaeologists of Indonesia’s 
Makassar Bureau for the Protection 

of Cultural Heritage, supplying 
research expertise, logistics, 
documentation and publications.”

Edox, too, is celebrating this great 
adventure with the release of a new 
timepiece, the Edox Delfin Fleet 
1650 Limited Edition (200 pieces 
worldwide).

The 43 mm watch, which is water-
resistant to 200m, features a stunning 
bronze case, the same material used 
on the fittings of 17th Century Dutch 

ships. The watch, a true revival of the 
vintage Delfin timepiece collection, 
will of course get its own patina as 
bronze interacts when in contact with 
water or moisture. 

Powered by an ultra-reliable 
mechanical Swiss-made movement, 
the watch has a steel case-back 
decorated with an historic wind rose 
that featured in drawings in the 
documents that led to the last resting 
place of the ships. Each watch is also 
individually numbered and carries 

an engraved inscription “There is no 
certainty, there is only adventure.”

Presented in a hand-made leather 
travel pouch, the Edox Delfin Fleet 
1650 Limited Edition also comes with 
a vintage heritage leather strap and a 
bi-colour NATO strap.

Edox has been making exceptional 
watches since 1884 and is the 
Premium Partner of the Sauber F1® 
Team for 2017.
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Stranding of five VOC Vessels on Sagori Shoals, SE Sulawesi, March 4 – May 14, 1650        © Horst H. Liebner, 2005 7
culprits’ sentence was no more than some lenient lashing, “leaving the final verdict for 
Batavia”. 

The relations with the local population and their ruler, the Sultan of Buton, developed 
encouragingly.  “As if they weren’t shipwrecked sitting on a reef”, the Sultan on the 
occasion of his visit in the mid March was received in state, and presented with a variety 

of gifts winkled out of the ships’ cargos.  Sufficiently 
impressed, the Sultan offered liberal assistance, and about 200 
of the shipwrecked crew could be transferred to his seat in 
Bau-Bau on the Island of Buton, thus conspicuously relieving 
the camp of the difficulties of administering nearly 600 folks. 

A hint on the ultimate vulnerability of their position –and, 
besides, that of Sagori Island itself– was disclosed when 
strong wind and rain continued during the first weeks after 
the stranding: “Zealous locals notified, that if wind and rain 
continued, the island would be flooded” – accordingly, the 
assiduous Servants of the Company moved a quantity of the 

rescued cargo to Kabaena’s mainland, “under guard of 50 men and two guns”.  
However, eventually these precautions proved unnecessary, and during the first half of 
May a number of Dutch vessels started calling at the site of the wreckage, beginning to 
transport the cargo and crew back to Batavia. 

 

A Malay Sultan, 19th Cent. 

 

February 23, 1650, a fleet of five Dutch vessels, Tijger, Bergen op Zoom, Luijpaert, Aechtekercke and 
De Joffer, left Batavia with a load of “soldiers, victuals and accoutrements for Ternate”1.  The ships 

sighted the southern coast of Sulawesi on March 2, and the following day proceeded through the Straits of 
Selayar.  After having passed the Straits, the Aechtekercke, the smallest vessel in the fleet, ran ahead of 

her company, maintaining a course somewhat North of East; the other vessels, trying to make up, had to 
follow this bearing.  When the main body of the fleet had again caught up with the Aechtekercke in the late 
afternoon, course was changed more to the South, probably to avoid the Butonese Islands which lay in the 

way of the fleet. 

Early in the morning of the next day, March 4, the five ships, ran “gezamenlijck opt Riff vant eylandt 
Comboina” (“concurrently onto the Reef of the isle of Comboina”); with waves and wind increasing during 

the day, the crews’ arduous efforts to yank the vessels back into deeper water proved fruitless.  Luijpaert  and 
De Joffer  suffered severe leakages in the stranding and broke apart during the day, and in the afternoon, 

whilst the crew was still trying to warp her off the shallows, the biggest of the five vessels, Iijger, sprang a leak, 
and quickly ran “up to her decks full of water”, “soo datten met malcanderen de moedt verlooren” (“so that 
they all together lost [their] courage”).  The strengthening wind drove the Bergen op Zoom, apparently 

nearly freed at some stage, in the late afternoon back onto the reef, whence the vessel broke up too; only the small 
Aechtekercke, though “sitting on the cliffs”, remained sound.  Now hopelessly stranded on an unknown reef 

in as yet virtually unrevealed lands, the 581 crew and soldiers had to ponder about the means available “om 
eenmael uijt desen droevigen ellendigen staet mogen geraecken” (“once and for all to escape out of this sad and 

miserable state”) …. 

1. Mac Leod, N. 1927: De Oost-Indische Comapgnie als Zeemoogenheid in Azië. Rijswijk: Blankwaardt en Schoonhoven, pg.427 
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SAVING WORLD MARITIME HERITAGE

Time is running out for many of the 
world’s historical shipwrecks. 

Hundreds of wrecks around the 
busy sea-lanes of Indonesia’s vast 
archipelago, relics of the age when 
men risked life and limb to bring the 
exotic riches of the Spice Islands back 
to Europe, are particularly vulnerable.

Every wreck has its own story, a 
unique link to man’s seafaring passion 
– yet due to looting, destructive 
fishing practices, the ravages of 
time and the high cost of survey and 
reconnaissance operations to pro-
actively protect these heritage sites, 
most shipwrecks are in danger of 
being lost forever.

Now Switzerland’s family-owned and 
Jura-based boutique watchmaker 

Edox has announced it will underwrite 
a fascinating project to research, 
record and protect one such site for 
future generations.

Edox and the Arqueonautas Fashion 
Brand are supporting a joint project 
by Indonesia’s Bureau for the 
Protection of Cultural Heritage, the 
German-based Association for Saving 
of Underwater Cultural Heritage 
(ASUCH) and the archaeological 
company PT Maresearch Indonesia 
for a survey of what is considered 
to be the final resting place of five 
ships of the Vereenigde Oost-Indische 
Compagnie, the famed Dutch East 
India Company.

In the last week of February 1650 the 
ships, led by the flagship Tijger, left 
Batavia, the company’s headquarters 
on the island of Java, for Ternate, one 

of the legendary Spice Islands of the 
Moluccas.

The fleet never reached its destination. 
Just before daybreak on March 4 
1650, the five ships were driven by 
a squall onto a reef off the island 
of Kabaena in Southeast Sulawesi 
(Indonesia), stranding nearly 600 crew 
and passengers on the tiny sandbank 
of Sagori. Against all odds, the 
shipwrecked yet showed the tenacity 
and persistence to recover most of 
the fleet’s cargo and armament – and, 
faced with being marooned, in the 
next weeks even constructed a new 
vessel, christened “The Yacht of Five”, 
out of the wreckage. When in May a 
small Dutch squadron arrived to the 
rescue, they not only found more 
salvaged goods and guns than they 
could load into their vessels, but the 
new ship launched and nearly ready 
to set sail … . 

The astonishing tale of Tijger and 
her sister ships might have been lost 
had it not been for the re-discovery 
of a diary of the ship’s council in the 
National Archives of the Netherlands.

Guided by the diary, a team of 
researchers led by Maresearch and 
Indonesia’s regional Bureau for the 
Protection of Cultural Heritage in 
April last year re-discovered what 
appears to be the remains of Tijger 
and another, as yet unidentified, 
vessel.

Edox is proud to support a detailed 
reconnaissance and survey of the site 
in April/May this year - exactly 367 
years after Tijger and her sister ships 
were lost.
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