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A first for
Brussels

Appointment of a
minister in charge of
the promotion of
Multilingualism

Embedding
Target:  Multilingualism in
Brussels policies
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There 1s support
for multilingualism
with the population

of people in Brussels of people in Brussels think of people in Brussels feel
advocate bilingual bilingualism is a necessity that bilingualism is part of
primary school on the work floor the Brussels identity

Source: Language barometer BRIO (2018) Promotion of Multilingualism | be.brussels e



There 1s political
support for
multilingualism

Commitments in the Governmental agreements

® 4
/ A 2
' Francophones® /( | Vlaanderen ﬂf!}@) FEDERATION
( verbeelding werkt A%/ 5 WALLONIE ‘BRUXELLES
brussel oA

Wallonie
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Language policy

1s not a politics

of language

Language policy

starts from the different
languages spoken on the
terrain and the political
structures in force. The
target is to use languages
as instrument to better
citizens’ lives

Politics of language

makes use of laws protecting
the rights of linguistic groups

for instance:

1831 1932 1935
Constitution

1963 1966

e o o o o o

The use of Law on Law on
the languages the use of the use of
spoken in languages languages
Belgium is free in education in the
judiciary

the use of
languages

Belgian army

Law on the Law on
use of languages the use of
Belgium = officially languages in
4 linguistic administrations

territories
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Welfare

Culture

Citizenship
education

Vocational
training



Brussels, a
cosmopolitan city:
the figures 1.208.542 inhabitants

180 nationalities

100+ languages spoken

2nd most cosmopolitan
region in the world
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Migration flow 20th
and 21st century

2000 2016 2019
1.200.000 et 7 1.208.542
000,000 / . inhabitants
800.000
200,000 Evolution Brussels
400.000 population by nationality
200.000
0

B Born Belgian B Naturalised Belgian EU non-EU

Source: IBSA Promotion of Multilingualism | be.brussels as
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Source: Language barometer BRIO (2018) Promotion of Multilingualism | be.brussels ae



Best known
languages in Brussels

871%

People from Brussels able
to converse in this language

34%

16%

9%
5%

French English Dutch Arabic Spanish

Source: Language barometer BRIO (2018) Promotion of Multilingualism
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Most used languages
in Brussels

2001 2018

Use of Dutch+ French
when shopping

6%

Use of Dutch+ French
with neighbours

12% 16%

NL & FR spoken
on the work floor

Source: Language barometer BRIO (2018)
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Je can't read this article si t'es pas drietalig. o

G

Being drietalig est parmi de beste pleasures dans le

hele wereld. (i
Think about it pour un momentje. You can utiliser drie ) Saime ) Commenter £ partage
verschillende languages en méme temps in such a way o=

dat uw hersenen want to exploser from the speed par @ S
laquelle it switches van één taal naar de andere but .

me - Répondre - 4

@ ot - i s e

still tu peux do it en tegelijkertijd avoir beaucoup de byt o~ -
plezier et c'est pour ¢a dat je uniek bent. Le fact that b
tu peux lire dit artikel zonder stopping to think est un @ e o e n giie 9

talent heel weinig people have. | La majorité van de O
mensen struggle to lire just in één taal, but what you O o e

in elkaar gezet.

are doing maintenant est een teken van absolute ke Rponrs & ©

genie.Reading a trés complicated tekst in trois @ st i e
verschillende talen seamlessly makes you un nerd et P
someone die van talen houdt. Reading cet article must €
have given your brain een goed gymnastiekske. That's - ro—

why you should le partager avec uw vrienden. De rien ... s commenes
bij voorbaat and have a trés bonne aprés midi ©@ e o
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All Brussels youth at tt of 18 have cgmmagd\
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The limits of my
language mean
the limits of my world.

Linguist Ludwig Wittgenstein
(1889-1951)
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Multilingualism creates
opportunities
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Multilingualism as
leverage on the job
market

Of the openings in Brussels
explicitly require the

knowledge of languages 0 Of job seekers
80% require knowledge Z /o in Brussels are

of French and Dutch trilingual FR-EN-Dutch
40% require knowledge

of English

Source: Actiris Promotion of Multilingualism | be.brussels a»



Multilingualism as
trump 1n business
of companies indicate having

lost at least one contract due to

1 1 0/ lack of knowledge of languages
o in their company.

Source: European Commission (2006) Promotion of Multilingualism | be.brusselsas



One language sets you

in a corridor for life.

Two languages open
every door along the way.

Linguist Frank Smith
(°1928)

But why stop
at two languages?
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Language:
vocational training
and jobs

Language hub, a central
service providing language
training aimed at job seekers

Source: Actiris

Detiris

_ BOOSTEZ VOTRE
NEERLANDAIS AVEC
ABDEL ET MOI

ET DOUBLEZ
VOS CHANCES DE
TROUVER UN JOB

DECOUVREZ LA FORMATION
IDEALE POUR VOUS.

Aujourd'hui, pas besoin d'étre parfait bilingue pour décrocher un
job a Bruxelles, mais sachez qu'une offre d'emploi sur deux
requiert la connaissance du néerlandais. Alors, faites du
néerlandais un atout : lancez-vous et avancez pas a pas avec
Vincent Kompany et le YouTubeur bruxellois Abdel en vrai.
Résultats garantis !

TROUVER MA FORMATION
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Trilingual
communication

Concerten in Brussel
cultural offer

e concert e Je?

Trouvez un concert a Bruxelles

. brussels oo o ehoehes v

Find your concert in Brussels

which concert are you looking for ?
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'k zeen a geire

kbou venios Vragen?
Des questions ?

Any questions?
Fragen?
;Preguntas?

4Ll
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