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Viisi kuudesta artistista, mukaan lukien 50 Cent, Eminem, Dr. Dre, Mary J. Blige ja 

Kendrick Lamar, valitsi Sennheiserin Digital 6000 -järjestelmän historialliseen 

puoliaikaesitykseensä  

 

Helsinki, 24.2.2022 – Samalla kun Los Angeles Rams ja Cincinnati Bengals kohtasivat Super 

Bowl LVI: ssä Los Angelesin uudella 5,5 miljardia dollaria maksaneella SoFi -stadionilla 13. 

helmikuuta, merkittävä asia faneille stadionilla ja miljoonille katsojille ympäri maailmaa oli  

historiallinen puoliajan esitys, jossa esiintyi rapin ja hip -hopin suurimpia nimiä. Viisi kuudesta 

näytöksestä – mukaan lukien 50 Cent, Kendrick Lamar, Mary J. Blige, Dr. Dre ja Eminem – 

luottivat esityksissään Sennheiserin langattomaan Digital 6000  -järjestelmään, joka suoriutui 

tehtävästään moitteettomasti.  

 

 

Dr. Dre perfor ms 
during the 
halftime show of 
Super Bowl LVI  
 
Photo by Ronald 
Martinez/Getty 
Images 

https://en-us.sennheiser.com/2-channel-receiver-live-audio-productions-digital-6000
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This  year’s  Super Bowl Weekend kicked off with s everal high-profile  events  in Los  Angeles , 

notably the  Bud Light Super Bowl LVI Mus ic Fes t a t the  Crypto.com Arena on Friday and a  

private  party a t The Grove s hopping center in Wes t Hollywood on Saturday for VIP broadcas t 

executives . Both pre-Super Bowl events  s aw mega country s tar Blake Shelton performing a t 

the  top of his  game us ing Sennheis er’s  Digita l 6000  Wireles s  Sys tem. Shelton, who was  a ls o 

joined on s tage by his  wife  and L.A. native  Gwen Stefani for a  duet performance, has  used 

Sennheis er microphones  exclus ively in his  live  performances  for well over a  decade.  

 

Sennheiser ’s uncontested performance at halftime  

The contest between the Rams and Bengals was the climax of a spectacular football season . 

The star -studded Super Bowl LVI halftime show, which was unprecedented in scale, talent and 

technical complexity, was also a significant draw . Featuring rap and hip -hop based 

performances  by 50 Cent, Kendrick Lamar, Mary J. Blige, Dr. Dre, Eminem and Snoop Dogg, 

the show lasted 14:40  electrifying minutes  with five out of six artists  depending  on 

Sennheiser ’s Digital 6000 wireless microphone syste m for flawless audio.  

 

Mary J. Blige performs 
during the halftime show of 
Super Bowl LVI 
 
Photo by Kevin C. Cox/Getty 
Images 

 

 

Gary Trenda, Lead RF Technician for Professional Wireless Systems (PWS), worked with his 

team to deliver wireless audio for the entirety of Super Bowl LVI, including “The Star -Spangled 

Banner”,  “America , the Beautiful ”, the on -field referee microphones, the post-game, and the 
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entire  half-time s how. “Of a ll the  things  our team is  involved in, the  half-time s how is  by far the  

mos t complex, and this  is  where  the  Sennheis er Digita l 6000  s eries  was  us ed.”  

 

Digital 6000 : the artists ’ choice  

While the technical and RF planning f or the Super Bowl begins months in advance  and is 

dependent on available frequency bands , Trenda and PWS do their best to  accommodate the 

performers with their equipment preferences . “And as the artists request the different 

micr ophone systems , we say, ‘OK, if you bring in a Sennheiser D igital 6000 mic rophone, we 

have a specific frequency range available for it, ’ this year  we had Sennheiser allocated in the 

600 MHz range. ” 

 

 

The RF crew (l/r):  
Gary Trenda, Kasey 
Gchachu, Cameron 
Stuckey 
 
Photo credit: Gary 
Trenda 
 

 

The halftime performances saw the vast majority of artists using Sennheiser: “Dr. Dre, Mary J. 

Blige, Eminem, Kendrick Lamar and 50 Cent were all on the Sennheiser Digital 6000 , using 

SKM 6000  transmitters coupled with MD 9235 capsules ,” Trenda states.  

 

With hundreds of frequencies routinely in use at such a high -profile event, Trenda  and his 

team must make important decisions to attain the best possible performance in challenging 

conditions: “Very often you will see a  fluctuation in the RF level , and with various systems 

turning on and off throughout the stadium you see a change in ba ckground noise level.  In these 

cases, we find the Digital 6000 gives us excellent reliability  in such a congested environment. ”  

 

https://en-us.sennheiser.com/wireless-live-vocal-microphone-live-stages-skm-6000
https://en-us.sennheiser.com/mm-435
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A winning solution, year after year  

While opposing Super Bowl teams may differ on any given year, Sennheiser makes an 

appearance year after year and is a reliable performer: “ At this point, we’ve used the 

Sennheiser wireless systems for several years on the Super Bowl  and we’ve had the best 

reliability with the Digital 6000 out of any of the Sennheiser systems we’ve deployed ,” Trenda 

says. “In a crowded RF environment, it has a generous tuning bandwidth. ” 

 

Sennheiser SKM 6000 
handhelds  
 
Photo credit: Gary Trenda  

 

 

While superior technical performance is always expected, Sennheiser  on-the-ground support 

is also an important key to success . According to Valencia , CA-based ATK Audiotek, which has 

been providing integration services for the Super Bowl for well over a decade, Super Bowl LVI 

was no exception : “The support that Sennheiser  gave us was grea t,” says Brett Valasek, 

General Manager of ATK Audiotek. “Very often  we don’t know what we have to supply 

equipment -wise until the artists are announced . Sennheiser is always there to help us  in this 

regard, particularly in light of the current supply chain issues the world is facing .” 

 

Pre-gaming in LA  with Blake Shelton and Sennheiser  

As the Super Bowl returned to the City of Los Angeles  for the first time in 29 years, there was 

cause for celebration and pre -game partyin g. Among the events held was the  Bud Light Super 

Bowl LVI Music Fest at the Crypto.com Aren a (formerly the Staples Center) , whose Friday 

performance was headlined by  country superstar Blake Shelton .  

 

Once again, Shelton ’s crew depended on Sennheiser Digital 6000 to deliver reliable 

performance  and great audio  for the duration of the evening. “Anytime we are going into a big 

stadium we are nervous about RF these days because you just never know what it is going to 
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look like ,” s ays  Brad Bais ley, Monitor Engineer for Blake Shelton. “With the  Sennheis er Digita l 

6000 , we have much better spectrum effic iency, and it can help us  fit in frequencies  where  we 

need them.”  

 

Blake Shelton s ang through a  Sennheis er e  935 wired microphone, as  did a ll the  background 

vocal s ingers . “The 935 s uits  Blake’s  voice  beautifully s o I s ee  no reas on to try anything e ls e ,” 

s ays  Bais ley. “Blake us es  wedge monitors ,” he  continues . “In this  application I get really good 

gain before  feedback on the  935s , with a  little  condens er-like  top end — even though it is  a  

dynamic mic . I never had Blake s ing into anything other than the  935 in ten years . It has  a  

broad frequency res pons e without an overbearing top end.”  

 

Evolution series: the backbone for the backline  

For Shelton ’s backline, there is no shortage of Sennheiser microphones. On drums, the 

evolution series microphones abound with an e 602 and an e 901 on the kick dru m, an e 905 on 

the snare, e 904s  on the rack toms and an e 902 on the floor tom. For the hi -hat and ride 

cymbals, Baisley deploys  e 914 small -diaphragm microphones  and for cymbal spot 

microphones , Neumann KM 185 super-cardioid microphones. For guitar and pedal steel 

cabinets, he uses a combination of e 906 and MD 421 dynamic microph ones. Finally, Baisley 

mics the Hammond B3 Leslie with Sennheiser e 906s, permanently mounted inside the top 

part of the cabinet with the low roll -off switch engaged. Meanwhile , the lower rotor is mic'd  

with a n e 902 to capture low frequencies. “That’s a great combo to capture the full spectrum of 

the instrument ,” he says.  

 

Blake Shelton and Gwen 
Stefani performing at 
The Grove  
 
Photo courtesy of Jeff 
Parsons 

 

 

https://en-us.sennheiser.com/vocal-microphone-dynamic-cardioid-e-935
https://en-us.sennheiser.com/cardioid-instrument-microphone-super-cardioid-pick-up-studio-live-recording-e-602-ii
https://en-us.sennheiser.com/kick-drums-instrument-microphone-condenser-e-901
https://en-us.sennheiser.com/microphones-evolution
https://en-us.sennheiser.com/instrument-microphone-drums-percussion-cardioid-dynamic-e-904
https://en-us.sennheiser.com/instrument-microphone-kick-drums-bass-guitar-tuba-bass-e-902
https://en-us.sennheiser.com/recording-microphone-instrument-studio-live-guitars-grand-pianos-cymbals-percussion-e-914
https://en-de.neumann.com/km-185-series-180
https://en-us.sennheiser.com/instrument-microphone-guitar-percussion-brass-e-906
https://en-us.sennheiser.com/recording-microphone-broadcasting-applications-md-421-ii
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Following Shelton’s  captivating performance a t the  Crypto.com arena, the  team performed at a  

private  party a t Wes t Hollywood’s  The Grove s hopping center on Saturday night, a ttended by 

top broadcas t executives . Once again, Sennheis er came through with perfect wire les s  

performance: “We were  s e t up on the  top of a  s ix-s tory parking garage in a  c lear plas tic tent 

with abs olute ly no RF s hie lding and les s  than ideal acous tics ,” s ta tes  Bais ley. “I us ed the  

Sennheis er Digita l 6000  and it worked fine . Beyond fine , it  worked perfectly.”  

 

(Ends ) 

 

The hi-res olution images  accompanying this  pres s  re leas e can be  downloaded here.  

 

 

About Sennheiser  
Shaping the future of audio and creating unique sound exp eriences for customers – this aim 
unites Sennheiser employees and partners worldwide. The independent family company, 
which is managed in the third generation by Dr. Andreas Sennheiser and Daniel Sennheiser, is 
today one of the world’s leading manufacturer s of headphones, loudspeakers, microphones 
and wireless transmission systems. In 2020, the Sennheiser Group generated turnover totaling 
€573.5 million. www.sennheiser.com   
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