
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hyundai Motorsport celebrates double podium finish in Rally Italia Sardegna 

 

 The Hyundai Motorsport team has today claimed a fantastic double podium in Sardinia, 

securing second and third place with the Hyundai i20 WRC 

 Hayden Paddon, who has been the star of the weekend, took his first ever WRC podium with 

second place, one year on from his Hyundai Motorsport debut. 

 Thierry Neuville added a second podium to his 2015 tally with a fine drive to third after a 

tough weekend for the talented Belgian.  

 

Alghero, Sardinia 

  

June 14, 2015 - Hyundai Motorsport has contested its most competitive rally of the season so far 

claiming an impressive double podium result in Sardinia today with second and third place. The result 

gives the team 19 manufacturer points and improves its position in the Championship. 

  

Hayden Paddon (#20 Hyundai i20 WRC) claimed his fourth stage win of the weekend in this morning’s 

opening stage and went on to secure a well-deserved second place overall. The Kiwi, alongside co-

driver John Kennard, led the rally from the start of Friday’s action and only relinquished that lead on 

Saturday afternoon’s loop. On the one-year anniversary of his debut with the team in Sardinia, it is 

Paddon’s first ever WRC podium, and Hyundai Motorsport’s sixth in total.  

  

Paddon commented: “To finish on the podium is an absolutely amazing feeling. Words can’t really do 

justice to how I’m feeling right now. We had a strong weekend from the start but we just tried to take 

each stage as it came without looking too much at the timesheets. We knew it would get tougher 

once we lost the start position advantage so the fact we could hold our own against the World 

Champion was just fantastic. We had our issues on Saturday afternoon, and thought that was the 

rally over, but thankfully we pushed on through, kept digging deep and made it through the Sunday in 

a comfortable second. Considering our buffer to Thierry in third, we took today very easily, not 

taking any risks and we have a debut podium as a reward. It’s been great to have such support from 

back home and I’m sorry they’ve had some late nights. I hope it’s been as worthwhile for them as it 

has been for us. We couldn’t have done this without the team, so my thanks to everyone at Hyundai 

Motorsport, too. Let’s hope this is the start of more results to come.” 

  

Thierry Neuville (#7 Hyundai i20 WRC) had a troubled start to the rally when, on Friday, he 

experienced mechanical complications but he has fought hard in the face of difficulty. Third place is 

the perfect reward for his efforts, which included a stage win on Saturday afternoon’s SS16. The 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 

 

 

 

result is the Belgian’s second podium of the season after finishing runner-up in Sweden in February, 

and his fifth in total for the Hyundai Shell World Rally Team with his co-driver Nicolas Gilsoul. It is the 

second time that Hyundai Motorsport has had two drivers on the podium after the team’s 1-2 at 

Rallye Deutschland last year. 

  

Neuville commented: “For sure, it has not been an easy weekend so to come away with a podium 

result is absolutely great. I am very happy for myself and for the team after all of the work we’ve 

had to put in this weekend. From the very first day, we found these Sardinian stages to be very 

demanding and often quite rough, which has been tough for the car and from a driving point of view. 

We have battled a few problems but the team has worked exceptionally well to keep the car running 

strongly. Overall, it has been a competitive weekend for the team, and we were able to take a stage 

win and set some other quick stage times. We have benefited from road position at times but we can 

all be very proud of our achievements. We kept focused and worked our way into the podium 

positions, so we just had to take it easy today to consolidate the double podium result.” 

  

For Dani Sordo and his co-driver Marc Marti, the weekend was one of frustration. The Spanish duo 

showed excellent pace on the opening day but were hampered from the outset with a 10 second 

penalty for a start line infringement during Thursday evening’s Super Special. A strong Friday ended 

with a technical problem, and even on Saturday - under Rally 2 - he endured more drama, forcing 

him to start Sunday also under Rally 2 regulations. He had a clean run this morning but will be looking 

to put this rally behind him and bounce back in Poland. 

  

Sordo said: “First of all, this has been a positive weekend for Hyundai Motorsport, even if it is was a 

disappointing one for me personally. A double podium is a great result and I’m pleased for the whole 

team. My own weekend was unfortunately not as good. We definitely had the potential to get a 

podium but we had problems on all days. I got a ten second time penalty on Thursday and then on 

Friday, although we were quick and chasing down the top three, we had a mechanical problem at the 

very end of the day, which forced us to retire. We were also unable to finish Saturday but this 

morning we had some nice stages and could score some points for the Manufacturers’.” 

  

The Hyundai i20 WRC cars have shown competitive pace all weekend but the demands of the tough 

Sardinian terrain have taken their toll on drivers, cars and teams over the three days of rally action. 

By working meticulously to deal swiftly with the issues they encountered, the Hyundai Motorsport’s 

mechanics and engineers ensured this double podium result was possible. 
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Team Principal Michel Nandan said: “What a weekend! We have experienced the full range of highs 

and lows but we leave Rally Italia Sardegna with a truly amazing double podium. Hayden has 

performed exceptionally this weekend and he has shown why he is a real star of the future in World 

Rally. He acquitted himself professionally and calmly - even in the face of issues - and he thoroughly 

deserves second place. It is particularly fitting on his one-year anniversary as a Hyundai Motorsport 

WRC driver. Thierry, too, had a positive end to a tricky rally and it’s great to see him score another 

podium, which adds valuable manufacturer points to our total. Unfortunately, Dani wasn’t able to 

translate his clear pace into a similarly positive result, but he did everything we expect of him and 

he’ll be back in Poland. All in all, this has been a hard rally but one which we have tackled in a very 

mature way. The team performed admirably and worked so hard to ensure we got all cars to 

Sunday’s final stages. It’s this work ethic that makes these results even more special.” 
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Overall Final Classification  

1. S. Ogier / J. Ingrassia (Volkswagen Polo R WRC) 4:25:54.3 

2. H. Paddon / J. Kennard (Hyundai i20 WRC) +3:05.4 

3. T. Neuville / N. Gilsoul (Hyundai i20 WRC) +4:22.5 

4. E. Evans / D. Barritt (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) +5:34.8 

5. M. Østberg / J. Andersson (Citroën DS3 WRC) +7:50.1 

6. J.M Latvala / M. Anttila (Volkswagen Polo R WRC) +8:06.7 

7. Y. Protasov / P.Cherepin (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) +14:57.7 

8. P. Andreucci / A. Andreussi (Peugeot 208 T16) +15:03.3 

9. J. Kopecky / P. Dresler (Skoda Fabia R5) +17:41.7 

10. K. Al Qassimi / C. Patterson (Citroën DS3 WRC) +19:12.0 

... 

20. D. Sordo / M. Martí (Hyundai i20 WRC) +53:20.0 

 

2015 FIA World Rally Championship for Drivers’ Standings 

  

S. Ogier 133 points / M. Østberg 67 / A. Mikkelsen 64 / J.M. Latvala  56 / E. Evans 53 / T. Neuville 50 

/ K. Meeke 47 / D. Sordo 38  / H. Paddon 32 / M. Prokop 27 / O. Tanak 23 / K. Al Qassimi 9 / Y. 

Protasov 8 / S. Loeb 6 / N. Al-Attyiah 6 / A. Al-Kuwari 6 / D. Dominguez 4 / P. Andreucci 4 / N. 

Fuchs 2 / G. Saba 2 / R. Kubica 2 / J. Kopecky 2 /J. Ketomaa 1 / F. Villagra 1 

  

2015 FIA World Rally Championship for Manufacturers’ Standings 

  

Volkswagen Motorsport 179 points / Citroën Total Abu Dhabi World Rally Team 115 / Hyundai 

Motorsport 113  / M-Sport World Rally Team 99 / Jipocar Czech National Team 34 / Hyundai 

Motorsport N 31 / Volkswagen Motorsport II 31 / FWRT SRL 3 

  

All results remain subject to official FIA confirmation. 

 

-Ends- 
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About Hyundai Motorsport GmbH 

Established on 19 December 2012, Hyundai Motorsport GmbH is responsible for Hyundai’s global motorsport 

activities and primarily for its World Rally Championship programme.  Based in Alzenau on the outskirts of 

Frankfurt in Germany, the company embarked on its debut season in the FIA World Rally Championship in 2014 

with a bespoke team of skilled staff and a brand new car, the Hyundai i20 WRC. The team made a strong 

impression in its first year claiming podium results in Mexico and Poland, as well as a memorable 1-2 in Germany 

with Thierry Neuville and Dani Sordo. 2015 is Hyundai Motorsport’s second season in WRC and the team aims to 

build on the firm foundations laid in its maiden year of competition.  

 

Further information about Hyundai Motorsport is available at: http://motorsport.hyundai.com  

 

About Hyundai Motor Company 

Established in 1967, Hyundai Motor Company is committed to becoming a lifetime partner in automobiles and 

beyond. The company, which leads the Hyundai Motor Group, an innovative business structure capable of 

circulating resources from molten iron to finished cars, offers top-quality best-sellers such as Elantra, Sonata 

and Genesis. Hyundai Motor has eight manufacturing bases and seven design & technical centers worldwide and 

in 2014, sold 4.96 million vehicles globally. With almost 100,000 employees worldwide, Hyundai Motor continues to 

enhance its product line-up with localized models and strives to strengthen its leadership in clean technology, 

starting with the world’s first mass-produced hydrogen-powered vehicle, ix35 Fuel Cell.   

 

More information about Hyundai Motor and its products can be found at: http://worldwide.hyundai.com  or 

http://www.hyundaiglobalnews.com  

 

To download high resolution photos for editorial use, full driver’s profiles, as well as other useful press 

information about the team please refer to: 

 

www.hyundai-ms.com 

Username : HyundaiWRC  

Password : hmsg2013 

 

For individual information please contact: 

 

Thomas Villette Nicoletta Russo 

Phone: +49-151 11354339 Phone: +49-151 1135 4362 

tvillette@hyundai-ms.com nrusso@hyundai-ms.com  
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